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CHAPTER I. 

'IUirMpect,-''The Directory^^they become unpopular. CauH9 
of their unpopularity — Also at enmity among themedvei.-^ 

; State of public feding in France — In point of numbers, fa* 
vourable to the Bourbons ; but the Army and monied Into* 
rest against them. — Pichegru, head of the Royalists, ap* 
pointed President of the Council of Five Hundred. — Barbi 

. Marbois, another Royalist, President of the Council of An* 

, cients.'^Directory throw- themselves upon the succour of 
HocKe and Buonaparte. — Buonapartes personal Politico 
discussed. — Pichegru's Correspondence with the Bourbons'^ 

« known to Buonaparte — He dispatches Augereau to Paris.'^ 
Directory arrest their principal Opponents in the Councils 
on the ISth Fructidor, and banish them to Guiana. — Ndr-m 
row and impolitic Conduct of the Directory to Buonaparte* 
-^Projected Invasion qf England* 

, While the Conqueror of Italy was pursuing his 
victories beyond the Alps, the French Directory, in 
whose name he achieved them, had become, to the 



4 LIFK OF 

couvictiou of all men, as unlikely to produce the be- 
nefits of a settled government, as any of their prede- 
cessors vested with the supreme rule. 

It is with politics as with mechanics, ingenuity is 
not always combined with utility. Some one ob- 
served to the late celebrated Mr Watt, that it was 
wonderful for what a number of useless inventions, 
illustrated by the most ingenious and apparently satis- 
factory models, patents were yearly issued ; he re- 
plied, that he had often looked at them with interest, 
and had found several, the idea of which had occurred 
to himself in the course of his early studies. ^^ But,^ 
jbaid he, with his natural masculine sagacity, *^ it is 
one thing to make an ingenious model, and another 
to contrive an engine which shall work its task. Most 
of these pretty toys, when they are applied to practi- 
cal purposes, are. found deficient in some point of 
strength, or correctness of mechanism, which destroys 
all chance of their ever becoming long or generally 
useful.^ Some such imperfectioi^ seems to have at- 
tended the works of those speculative politicians who 
framed the various ephemeral constitutions of France. 
However well they looked upon paper, and however 
reasonable they sounded to the ear, no one ever 
thought of them as laws which required veneration 
and obedience. Did a constitutional rule preclude a 
favourite measure, to break it down, or leap over it, 
was the French statesman's unheHtating practice. A 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTK. 5 

rule was always devised applioaUe to circumstaiices ; 
and before that, the theory of tbe ca&stitution was 
uniformly made to give way. 

The constitution of the year Three was not nore 
permanent than those by which it had been preceded. 
Por some time, the Directory, which contained men 
€)£ considerable talent, conducted themselves with 
great prudeiH^e. The difficulty and danger ef tb^r 
situation served jlo prevent their separating, as the 
weight put above an arch keeps the stones in their 
places. Their exertions in the attempt to redeem, the 
finances, support the war, imd re-establish th^ tran*- 
quiUity of the country, were attended at first with 
success. The national factions also sunk before 
them for a season. They had defeated the aristocra* 
tic citizens of Paris on. the liith Vendemaire ; and 
when the original revoluticmists, or democrats, at- 
tempted a conspiracy, under the conduct of Gracchus 
Babceuf, their endeavour to seduce the troops totally 
failed, and their lives paid the forfeit of dieir lash 
attempt to bring back the reign of Teiror. Thus, 
the Directory, or Executive power, under the consti- 
tution of the year Three, were for a season triumphant 
over the internal factions, and, belongbg to neither, 
Were in a situation to command both. 

But they had fiew who were really, and on prin- 
dple, attached to their government, and most endured 
it tmlj AS something better than a new revalutioiHiry 
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movement, and otherwise in no respect eligible. To 
have rendered their authority permanent, the Di- 
rectory must have had great unanimity in their own 
body, and ako brilliant success abroad, and they en- 
joyed neither one nor the other. The very concoction 
of their body included the principles of disunion. 
They were a sort of fiye kings, retiring firom oi&ce by 
rotation, inhabiting each his separate class of apart- 
ments in the Luxembourg palace, having each his 
different establishments, classes of clients, circles of 
oourtieii3, flatterers, and instruments. ' The republic 
can simplicity, of late so essential to a patriot, was 
laid aside entirely. New costumes of the most splen- 
did kind were devised for the different oi&ce-bearers 
of the state. This change took its rise firom the weak* 
ness and vanity of Barras, who loved show, and used 
to go arhunting with aU the formal attendance of a 
prince. But it was an indulgence of luxury, which 
gave scandal to both the great parties in the state ;— 
the Republicans, who held it altogether in contempt ; 
and the Royalists, who considered it as an usiurpation 
of the royal dress and appendages. 

The finances became continually more and more 
a subject of uneasiness. In the days of Terror mo« 
ney was easily raised, because it was demanded under 
pain of death, and assignats were raised to 'par by 
guillotining those who sold or bought them at less 
than their full value ; but the powerful argument 
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of videnoe and oompolaioii bdng removed, the pa- 
per money feU to a ruinous dkcount, tiU its dfipreadoB 
tbreatened, unless remedied, altogether to stop the 
course of public business. It perhaps arose from the 
difficulty of ruring supplies, that the Directory assu- 
med towards other countries a greedy, grasping, and 
rapacious character, which threw disgrace at once 
upon the individuals who indulged it, and the state 
whom they represented. They loaded with exactions 
the trade of the Batavian republic whose freedom 
they had pretended to recognise, and treated with 
most haughty superiority the ambassadors of inde- 
pendent states. Some of these high offiders^ and Bar* 
ras in particular, were supposed acoelsiUe to gross 
corruption, and believed to hold communication with 
those agents and stock-brokers, who raised money by 
jobUng in the public funds— a more deservedly un« 
popular accusation than which can hardly be brought 
against a minister. It was indeed a great error in the 
constitution, that though one hundred thousand li* 
vres were yearly allowed to each Director while in 
office, yet he had no subsequent provision after he 
had retired from his fractional share of sovereignty. 
This penury, on the part of the public, opened a way 
to temptation, though of a kind to which mean minds 
only are obnoiious ; and such men as Barras were 
tempted to make provision for futurity, by availing 
themselves of present opportMnity. 
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Tbdr fiT6 majefl^ (SiraBi) of -ihe Luxemboni^, 
as people called them ia ridicule, had also their own 
individual partialities and fiirourite objects, which 
led them in turn to teaze the French people with un- 
necessary legislation. La Reveiltere-Lepaux was that 
ineoDsistentyot not uncommon character, an intolerant 
philosopber and an enthusiastic deist. He estabfished 
a priesthood, and hymns and ceremonies for deism; 
and, taking up the hopeful project of substituting a 
deistical worship for the Christian faith, just wherie 
Robespierre had laid it down, he harassed the nation 
with laws to oblige them to observe the decades of 
their new calendar as holidays, and to work at their 
ordinary trades on the Christian Sabbath. At La 
Reveillere^s theory freethinkers laughed, and reli* 
gioos men shuddered; but all were equally annoyed by 
the legislative measures adopted on a subject' so ridi- 
eulous as this new ritual of heathenism. Another 
cansc of vexaticm was the philosophical anrangemait 
of weights and measures upon a new principle, which 
had in the meantime the inconvenience of introducing 
doubt and uncertainty into all the arrangements of 
internal commerce, and deranging entirely such as 
France contintied to hold with countries who were 
only acquainted with the ordinary standard. 

It might have been thought that the distinguish- 
ed guecess of the French arms under the auspices of 
the Dnectory would have danled the eyes of the 
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French, attached as tliey have always beett id mili*- 
tary glory, and blinded them to other less agreeable 
measures of their government. But the public were 
well aware, that the most brilliant share of these lau- 
rels had been reaped by Buonaparte on his own ac- 
count ; that he had received but slender reinforce- 
ments from France (the magnitude of his achieve-i 
meats considered) ; and that in regard to the in« 
Btructions of government, much of his success was 
owing to his departure from them, and following his 
own course. It was also whispered, that he was an 
object of suspicion to the Directors, and on his part 
undervalued their talents, and despised their per- 
sons. On the Rhine, again, though nothing could have 
been more distinguished than the behaviour of the 
Republican armies, yet their successes had been che« 
quered with many reverses, and, contrasted with the 
Italian campaigns, lost their impression on the ima- 
gination. 

While they were thus becoming unpopular in the 
public opinion, the Directory had the great misfor« 
tune to be at enmity among themselves. From the 
time that Letoumeur retired from office in terms of 
the constitution, and Barthelemy was elected in his 
ttead, there was a majority and an opposition in the 
Directory, the former consisting of Barras, Rewbel, 
imd La Iteveillere — ^the latter, of Camot and Bar^ 
Ademy. Of the two last, Camot (who had been, it 
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Dd&y be remembered, a member of the Committee of 
Public Safety under Robespierre) was a determined 
Republican, and Bartbelemy a Royalist; — so strange- 
ly do revolutionary changes, like the eddies and cur- 
rents of a swoln river, bring together and sweep 
down side by side in the same direction, objects the 
most different and opposed. Barthelemy of course 
dissented from the majority of the Directors, because 
secretly and warmly he desired the restoration of the 
Bourbons, an event which must have been fraught 
with danger to his colleagues, all of whom had voted 
for the death of Louis XVI. Carnot also differ- 
ed from the majority, certainly with no such wish 
or view ; but, his temper being as overbearing as his 
genius was extensive, he was impatient of opposition, 
espedally in such cases wherie he knew he was act- 
ing wisely. He advised strongly, for example, the 
ratification of the articles of Leoben, instead of pla- 
dng all which France had acqmred, and all which 
she might lose, on the last fiital cast with an enemy, 
strong in his very despair, and who might raise large 
armies, while that of Buonaparte could neither be 
reinforced nor supported in case of a reverse. Bar- 
ras^s anger on the occasion was so great, that he told 
Carnot at the council-board, it was to him they owed 
that infamous treaty of Leoben. 

While the Directory were thus disunited among 
themselves, the nation showed their dissatisfaction 
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openly^ and particularly in the two bodies of repre- 
sentatives. The majority indeed of the Council of 
Elders adhered to the Directory, many of that body 
belonging to the old republican partisans. But in the 
more popularly composed Council of Five Hundred, 
the opposition to the government possessed a great 
majority, all of whom were decidedly against the Di- 
rectory, and most of them impressed with the wish 
of restoring, upon terms previously to be adjusted, 
the ancient race of l^itimate monarchs. This body 
of persons so thinking, was much increased by the 
number of emigrants, who obtained, on various 
grounds, permission to return to their native country 
after the fall of Robespierre. The forms of dvil life 
began now to be universally renewed ; and, as had 
been the case in France at all times, excepting during 
the bloody reign of Terror, women of rank, beauty, 
talent, and accomplishments, began again to resume 
their places in society, and their saloons or bou« 
doirs were often the scene of deep political discourse, 
of a sort which in Britain is generally confined to the 
cabinet, library, or dining-parlour. The wishes of 
many, or most of these coteries, were in favour of 
royalty ; the same feelings were entertained by the 
many thousands who saw no possible chance of set- 
tling the nation on any other model ; and there is little 
doubt, that had France been permitted at that mo^ 
ment an uninfluenced choice, the Bourbon family 
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would have been recalled to the throne by the great 
majority of the French people. 

But for reasons mentioned elsewhere, the military 
were the decided opponents of the Bourbons, and 
the purchasers of national domains, through every 
successive sale which might have taken place, were 
deeply interested against their restoration. Numbers 
might be on the side of the Royalists ; but physical 
force, and the influence of wealth and of the monied 
interest, were decidedly against them. 

Pichegru might now be regarded as chief of the 
Royal party. He was an able and successful gene- 
ral, to whom France owed the conquest of Holland. 
Like La Fayette and Dumouriez, he had been dis- 
gusted with the conduct of the Revolution ; and 
like the last of the two generals named, had opened 
a communication with the Bourbons. He was ac- 
cused of having suffered his army to be betrayed in 
a defeat by Clairfait, and the government, in 1796, 
removed him from the command of the army of the 
Sambre and Meuse, offering him in exchange the 
situation of ambassador to Sweden. He declined 
this species of honourable exile, and, retiring to 
Franche Compte, continued his correspondence with 
the Imperial generals. The Royalists expected much 
from the countenance of a military man of a name so 
imposing ; but we have seen more than once in the 
tourse of these Memmrs, that a general without an 

13 
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army is like a hilt without the blade which it should 
wield and direct. 

' An opportunity, howerer, offered Pichegru the 
means of serving his party in a civil capacity, and 
that a most important one. The elections of May 
1797, made to replace that proportion of the conn- 
cils winch retired by rotation, terminated generally 
in favomr of the Royalists, and served pkiinly to show 
on which side the balance of popular feeling now 
leaned. Pichegru, who had been returned as one of 
the deputies, was chosen by acclamation President of 
the Council of Five Himdred, and Barb6 Marbois, 
another Royalist, was elected to the same office by 
the Council of Ancients, while, as we have already 
said, Barthelemy, likewise friendly to monarchy, was 
introduced into the Directory. 

These elections were evil signs for the Directory^ 
who did not fail soon to be attacked on every side, 
and upbraided with the continuance of the war and 
the financial distresses. Various journals were at the 
disposal of the party opposed to the majority of the 
Directors, and hostilities were commenced between 
the parties, both in the assemblies, where the Roy* 
alists had the advantage, and in the public pa^. 
pers, where they were also favourably listened to. 
The French are of an impatient temper, and could 
not be long brought to carry on their warfiure within 
the limits assigned by the constitution. Each party, 
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without much r^ard to the state of the law, looked 
about for the means of physical force with which they 
might arm themselves; The Directory, (that is, the 
majority of that body,) sensible of their unpopularity, 
and the predominance of the opposite party, which 
seemed for a time to have succeeded to the boldness 
and audacity of the Revolutionary class, had, in their 
agony of extremity, recourse to the army, and threw 
themselves upon the succour of Hoche and of Buo« 
naparte. 

We have elsewhere said, that Buonaparte at this 
period was esteemed a steady republican. Fichegru 
believed him to be such when he dissuaded the Royal- 
ists from any attempt to gain over the General of 
Italy ; and as he had known him at school at Brienne, 
declared him of too stubborn a character to afford the 
least hope of success. Augereau was of the same opi- 
nion, and mistook his man so much, that when Ma- 
dame de Stael asked whether Buonaparte was not in- 
clined to make himself King of Lombardy, he replied 
with great simplicity, ^^ that he was a young man of 
too elevated a character.*" Perhaps Buonaparte him- 
self felt the same for a moment, when, in a dispatch 
to the Directory, he requests their leave to withdraw 
from the active service of the Republic, as one who 
had acquired more glory than was consistent with 
happiness. << Calumny,'^ he said, ^^ may torment 
herself in vain with ascribing to me treacherous de- 
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signt. My ctvil, like my military career, shall be 
confomung to republican principles.^* 

The public papers also, those we mean on the side 
of the Directory, fell into a sort of rapture on the 
classical republican feelings by which Buonaparte was 
actuated, which they said rendered the hope of hit 
return a pleasure pure and unmixed, and precluded 
the possibility of treachery or engrossing ideas on hia 
side. " The factious of every class,^^ they said, " can- 
not have an enemy more steady, or the government 
a firiend more faithful, than he who, invested with 
the military power of which he has made so glorious 
a use, sighs only to resign a situation so brilliant, 
prefers happiness to glory, and now that the Re- 
public is graced with triumph and peace, desires for 
himself only a simple and retired life.^ 

But though such were the ideas then entertuned 
of Buonaparte^s truly republican character, framed, 
doubtless, on the model of Cindnnatus in his classi- 
cal simplicity, we may be permitted to look a little 
closer into the ultimate views of him, who was admit- 
^ted by his enemies and friends, avouched by himself^ 
and sanctioned by the journals, as a pure and dis- 
interested republican; and we think the following 

changes may be traced. 

Whether Buonaparte was ever at heart a real Ja« 

• Moniteur, 1797, No. 224. 



cpbiu even for the moment, may be greatly doubted* 
whatever maskfais situation obliged him to wear. He 
himself always repelled the charge as an aspersion. 
His engagement in the affair of the Sections proba« 
bly detennined his opimons as Republican, or rather 
Thennidorien, at the time, as became him by whom 
the Republican army had been led and conunandcid 
on that day. Besides, at the head of an army zea* 
lously republican, even his power over their minds 
required to be strengthened, for some time at least» 
by an apparent correspondence in poUtical sentiments 
betwixt the troops and the general. But in the 
practical doctrines of government which he recom- 
mended to the Italian Republics, his ideas were stu* 
diously moderate, and he expressed the strongest fear 
of, and aversion to, revolutionary doctrines. Jle re- 
commended the granting equal rights and equal pri- 
vileges to the nobles, as well as to the indignant vas* 
sals and plebeians who had Hsen against them- In 
a word, he advooited a free set of institutions, witl^ 
out the intermediate purgatory of a revolution. He 
was therefore, at this period, far from being a Jaco. 
bin. 

But though Buonaparte^s wishes were thus wisely 
moderated by practical views, he was not the lew 
likely to be sensible that he was the object of leal*, of 
hatred, and of coxurse of satire and misrepresentation^ 
to that side of the opposed parties in France which 
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favoured royalty. Unhappily for himself, \k was 
poculiariy aooessible to every wound of this nature, 
and, anxiously jealous of his fiune, suffered as much 
under the puny attacks of the journalists, as a noble 
steer or a gallant horse does amid Ins rich pasture, 
under the persecutions of insects, which, in compa-> 
dson to himself,- are not only impotent, but nearly 
invisible. In several letters to the Directory, he 
esdiilnts feeHngs of this nature which would have 
been more gracefully concealed, and evinces an irri- 
taUlity against the (^position prints, which we think 
likely to have increased the zeal with which he came 
forward on the Republican side at this important 
crisis. 

Another circumsttoce, which, without determining 
Buonaparte^s conduct, may have operated in increar 
sing his good will to the cause which he embra- 
ced, was his havmg obtained the clew of Fichegru^s 
cofrespondence with the House of Bomrlxm. To 
have concealed this, would have made but a second- 
rate merit with the exiled family, whose first thanks 
must have been due to the partisan whom he pro- 
tected. This was no part f6r Buonaparte to play ; 
not that we have a right to say he would have ac- 
cepted £be chief character had it been offered to him, 
but his amUtion could never have stooped to any in- 
ferior place in the drama. In allprobability, his ideas 
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18 UF» OF 

fluctuated betwixt the exaAiple of Cromwell and of 
WasIuDgton—- to be the actual liberator, or the abi|o- 
lute govemor of his country. 
. His particular information respecting Pichegru'*s 
secret negotiations, was derived from an incident at 
the capture of Venice. 

When the degenerate Venetians, more under the 
impulse of vague terror than from any distinct plan, 
adopted in haste and tumult the measure of totally 
surrendering their constitution and rights, to be new- 
modelled by the French general after his pleasure, 
they were guilty of a gross and aggravated breach 
of hospitality, ia .seizing the person and papers of 
the Compte d^Entridgues,* agent, or envoys of the 
exiled Bourbons, who was then residing under their 
protection. The envoy himself, as Buonaparte al- 
leges, was not peculiarly faithful to his trust; but, 
besides his information, his portfolio contained many 



' * This gentleman was one of the second emigration, who left 
Fiance during Robespierre's ascendancy. He was employed as a 
political agent by the Court of Russia, after the afiair of Venice, 
which proves that he was not at least convicted of treachery to the 
Bourbon princes. In July 1819, he was assassinated at his villa at 
Hackney, near London, by an Italian domestic, who, having mur- 
dered both the Count and Countess, shot himself through the head, 
leaving ho clew to discover the motive of his villainy. It was remark- 
ed that the villain used Count d*£ntraigues*own pistols and dagger, 
which, apprehensive of danger as a political intriguer, he had always 
Pfady prepared in his apartment . 
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pioob of Pichegru^s oonespondence with the allied 
generals, and with the Bourbons, whidi placed his 
secret absolutely in the power of the General of Ita* 
Ij, and might help to confirm the line of conduct 
which he had abready meditated to adopt. 

Possessed of these documents, and sure that, in 
addressing a Frendi army of the day, he would 
swim widi the tide if he espoused the side of Repab<* 
licanism, Buonaparte harangued his troops on the an* 
niversary of the taking the Bastile, in a manner cal< 
eulated to awake their ancient democratic enthusiasm. 
*^ Soldiers, this is the 14th July ! You see before you 
the names of your companions in arms, dead in the 
field of honour for the liberty of their country. They 
have set you an example, that you owe your lives to 
thirty millions of Frenchmen, and to the national 
name, which haci received new splendour firom your 
victories. Soldiers, I am aware you are deeply affect- 
ed.by the. dangers whidi threaten the country. But 
she can be sulgected to none which are leal. The 
same men who made France triumph over united 
Europe, stiU live— 'Mountains separate us firom 
France, but you would traverse them with the speed 
of eagles, were itheoessary, to maintain the consti- 
tution, defend liberty, protect the goveniment and 
the BeiAiblicsns. Soldiers, the government watches 
over the laws 9» a sacred deposit committed to thenv. 
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The BoyaHfits shall no longer show tihemselveB but 
what ihey diaU cease to exist Be without uneasi* 
nesB, and let lis swear by the manes of those heroes 
who hare died b j our sides for liberty-^Iet us swear, 
too, on our Standards—War to the enemies of the Be« 
pablic, and to the Constitatien of the year Tbee !^ 

It is needless to remark, that, under the Bridsb 
conadtadon, or any other exbting on fixed pria- 
dpies, the haranguing an armed body of soldiers, 
idth the purpose of inducing them to inte¥li»« by 
finoe in any consdtuti<nial question, would be in one 
pdnt of yiem mutiny, in another h%h treason. 

The hint so distmctly given by the. general, waa 
immediately adopted by die troops. Deep called to 
deq^ and eaeh divicdon of the army, whatever its 
denomination, poured forth its moiaces of military 
finrce and compuLdon agamst the opposition party in 
the Coundb, who held qfiinions di£ferent from those 
of didr military chie^ but which diey had,at bast hi- 
therto, only expressed axid supported by those means 
of resistanoe which die consdtudon placed in their 
power. In odier words, die soldiers^ idea of a repub* 
lie was, that the sword was to decide die eonsdtu^i 
tional debates, which give so mudh trouble to mini« 
steis in a mixed or setded government ThePreto- 
xm, bands, die Strditzes, the Janissaries, have all 
in their turn entertained this primidve and simple 
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idea of re&nmag abuseB in a state, and dianging, 
by die api^ation of ndfitaiy fitroe, an SBpopiilar 
dynasty, or an dbnoadoiU ndnirtiy. 

It vas not By distant nwnatea alone that Bnmuu* 
parte served the IXoectoiy lit tUs importssnt criais. 
He dispatdied Angeieau to Paris, ostensiUyfer 4h» 
purpose of presenting the standards taken at liaik- 
toa, bttt in reaUty to commttid the armed IbMeirhidb 
the nngoxity of the JKrectory had detarnuned to«in* 
ploy against their dissentient oollei^riies, umi the 
opponents of thdr measures in the nafeiond eooneya^ 
AngereaUiras A bkBt^'bdd, stupid idoldierv, i^ devo^ 
ted iJacbfain, whose priiicq^ wexB sufficisnily wUI 
known to wlairant his standi^ upofcino eonMitusioiuB 
ddieaoies. Batin'case the IXredtovjfc finled, jftwrn* 
parte lept Uattsdf in readiness to nuoeh metastfy to 
Lycms at the kead df flfkeen thousand «en« There 
rallying the RepnUieans, andaU wbe were attached 
to the Beroltttion, he woold, aoeoKUng to his own 
weB-dtosen ^^ression, like Csesar, have crossed tto 
Rnbicon at the head of the pc^idar party— -and end« 
ed, doubtless, like Caesar, by Inmsetf usurping Ae 
supreme ecmunandy whi<di he pretended to ameft hi 
bcbatf of the people. 

But BuonapaMe^s presenee was iiot so essentially 
necessary to the support of die Directory as he m^t 
bave expected, or as he peihaps hoped« They -had 
military aid nearer at hand. Disregar^g a Ibnda- 
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mental law of the Constitation, which dedared that 
anned troops should not be brought within a certain 
distance of the Legislatiye Bodies, they moved to- 
wards Faxis.a part of General Hoche^s army. The 
majority of the Councils becoming alarmed, prepared 
means of defence by summoning the National Guards 
to arms. . But Augereau allowed them no time. He 
marched to their place of meeting, at the head of a 
considerable armed force. The guards i^tioned for 
their protection, surprised or fiuthless, offered no 
resistance; and, proceedmg as men possessed of 
the superior strength, the IMrectory treated their 
pcditieal opponents as state prisoners, arrested Bar- 
thelemy, (Camot having fled to Geneva,) and made 
prisoners, in the Hall of the Assembly and else- 
where, Willot, President of the Council of An- 
dents, Pichegru, President of that of the Five 
Hundred, and above one hundred and fifty deputies, 
journalists, and other public chasacters. As an exr 
cuse for these arbitrary and illegal proceedings, 
the Directory made public the intercepted corres* 
pondence of Pichegru ; although few of the others 
involved in the same accusation were ii^ the secret of 
the Royalist conspiracy. Indeed, though all who 
desbed an absolute repose firom the revolutipnary al- 
tercations which tore the country to pieces, began to 
Ipok that way, he must have been a violent partisan 
of royalty indeed, that could have approved of the 
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conduct of a general, who, likePich^^, command- 
ing an anny, had made it his basinefls to sacrifice 
his troops to the sword of the enemy, by disappoint- 
ing and deranging those phins which it was his duty 
to have carried into eflfect. 

Few would at first belier^ Piehegru^s fareadi of 
iaith ; but it was suddenly confirmed by a proclama- 
tion of Moreau, who, in the course of the war, had 
intercepted a baggage wa^onbelon^ng to the Aus- 
trian general Tflinglin, and became possessed of the 
whole secret correspondence, which, nerertheless, he 
had never mentioned, until it came out by the seiiure 
of the Compte d^Entraigues^ portfolio. Then, in- 
deed, fisaring perhaps the coiisequences of havii^ 
been so long rilent, Moreau published what he knew. 
Regnier had obsenred the same suspicious rilenoe; 
whidi seems to infer, that if these generals did not 
precisely favour ihe royal cause, they were not dis- 
posed to be active in detecting the conspiracies form- 
ed in its behal£ 

The Directory made a tyrannical use of the power 
wludi they obtained by their victory of the 18th 
Fructidor, as this epoch was called. They spilt, 
mdeed, no blood, but otherwise thdr measures against 
the defeated party were of the most illegal and op- 
pressive character. A law, passed in the heat ci 
animosity, condemned two directors, fifty deputies, 
and an hundred and forty-eight individuals of difie- 
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rent clafifles (most of whom were persons of some 
character and mfluence), to be transported to the 
scorching and unhealthy deserts of Gtdana, which, to 
many, vas a «eDteiR» of fingetiiig bat certamde«^ 
They were barbarously treated, both cm the passage 
to that direadfiil place, and after they arrived there. 
It was a fiingi|lar part of their &te, that they found 
sey^al of the iSercest of their ancient enemies, the 
Jaoobips, atill cursing God and defying mi^i, in the 
same land of wretchedness and exile. 

Besides these severities, various elections were ar- 
hitiranly dissolved, and other strong measures of pub-> 
li<^ sa&l;y, as they were called, adopl^, to render Ae 
power of the Directory more indisputable. During 
thi^ l^hole zevdhitiaQ, the lower portion of the po- 
pulation, which used to be so much afptated vpan 
like occasions, remained perfectly qinetr; the struggle 
lay exdi^vely hatween (Jjie noddle ekusses, who in* 
dined to a govemmesnt oai the basis of royalty, and 
the Directory, who, without having an^ very tangi- 
Uedass of political ipsi^ples, had becomeipossessed 
^ of the supreme f&wer, deored to retain it> and made 
their point good by the assist^oice of the military. 

Buonaparte was much disappointed at the result of 
the 18(h Fructidor, chie% because, if less decisive, 
it would hftvic added more to his consequence, and 
hsi^§/^iy€tn him an opportmdty of crossings as he 
tjdmcd it, (he Rubicon. As it was, the minority of 
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the DirectiHrs,— -'thiee men of no ptrticulAr talent, 
imdiatbgiiifllied alike by birdi, by services to theb 
oonitfry, oor eren by accidentai popularity, and cast, 
as it weie by ehanee, upon sapreme power,— remained 
by tbe issue of the struggle still the masters of the 
bdd and amUtiouiGi oonqueior, who probably already 
fidt his own vocation to be fiar conmiaBd ladier than 
obedience* 

Napobon appears by his Memdrs to hare regretted 
the violence inth wUch the vrotorious Directors pro* 
seeuted thsir'personal revenge, which involved many 
for whom he had reilpeot. He dedai^ his own idea 
of jhmirimrait would have gone no fifftiher than im- 
prisoning some of the most dangerous conqpirators, 
and placing others under the watchfiil superintend 
denceof Aepdice. He must havis taken some pain^- 
fed interest in the fate of Camot in pardcular, whom 
be seems toiiave regarded as one of his most ^flfective 
patrons.* Indeed, it is said that he was so much 
displeased wi A the Directory even prior to the 18th 
Fructidor, that he rdthsed to lemit a sum of money 
with whidi he had promiwdto aid' them ibr the pur. 
pose of forwaar^g that evtfm. Bamu* seerettty was 



* In Carnot*s Memoirs, the merit of discovering Buonaparte^s ta* 
lentB and taking cave of his promotion, is attributed to Camot, rather 
than to Barratf. However thia Buy be, it Is certain that Napoleon 
acknowledged great obligations to Camot, and protested to Iilm per« 
pctual gTatitud&-JSee Moniteur^ Tan 5, No. 140. 
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aent to task him with this contumacy ; which he did 
so unceremoniously, that the general, unused to con- • 
tradicdon, was about to order this agent to be shot ; 
but, on consideration, put him off with some insig- 
nificant reply. 

It followed, from the doubtful terms on which 
Buonaparte stood with the Directory, that they must 
have viewed his return to Paris with some apprehen- 
sion, when they considered the impression likely to be 
made on any capital, but espedally on that of Paris, 
bythei^pearancethereof onewho seemed to be the 
ehosen&vouriteof Fortune, and to deserve her&vours 
by the use which he made of them. The mediocrity 
of such mra as Barras never ^ves them so inuch em- 
barrassment, as when, being raised to an elevation 
above their desert, thqr find themselves placed in com- 
parison with one to whom nature has ^ven the talents 
which thdr situation requires in tibemielves. The 
higher tiidr condition, their demeanour is the more 
awkward ; for the factitious advantages which they 
possess cannot raise them to the natural dignity of 
character, unless in tiie sense in which a dwarf, by tiie 
assistance of crutches, may be said to be as tall as a 
giant. The Directory had already found Buonaparte, 
on several occasions, a spirit of the sort which would 
not be commanded. Undoubtedly they would have 
been well pleased had it been possible to have found 
him employment at a distance ; but as that seemed 

8 
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difficult, they were obliged to look round for tho 
means of employing him at home, or abide the tre- 
mendous risk of his finding occupation for himself. 

It is surprising that it did not occur to the Direc- 
tory to make at least the attempt of conciliating Buo- 
naparte, by providing for his future fortune largely 
and liberally, at the expense of the public. JKe de- 
served that attention to his private aflTairs, for he had 
himself entirely neglected them. While he drew from 
tiie dominions which he conquered or overawed in 
Italy, immense sums in behalf of the French nation, 
which he applied in part to the support of the army, 
and in part vemitted to the Directory, he kept no 
accounts, nor were any demanded of him ; but accord- 
ing to his own account, he transmitted fifky millions 
of francs to Paris, and had not remaining of his own 
funds, when he returned firom Italy, more than three 
hundred thousand. 

Itis no doubt true, that, to raise these sums, Buo- 
naparte had pillaged the old states, thus selling to 
the newly-formed commonwealths their liberty and 
equality at a very handsome rate, and probably 
leaving them in very little danger of corruption 
from that wealdi which is said to be the bane of re- 
publican virtue. But on the other hand, it must be 
acknowledged, that if tiie French general plundered 
the Italians as Cortes did the Mexicans, he did not 
reserve any considerable share of the spoil for his 
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own use, though the opportunity was often in his 
power* 

The cotaxDkssatj Saficetti, his countryman, re- 
commended a less scrupulous Ime of conduct Soon 
after the firstisuccesses in Italy, he acquainted Na- 
poleon that the Chetalier d^Este, the Duke of Mo- 
dena's brolher and envoy, had feur miUions of francs, 
in gold, oontiiyined in four chests, priepared for his ac- 
ceptance. ^ ^he Directory and the Lej^Iatiye Bo- 
dies will never,^ h^ said, <^ admowledge your ser- 
vice»-^your drcumstances reqidre the money, and 
the B\jke will gain a protector.'' 

<< I thank you,** said Buonaparte ; ^ but I will not 
for four millions place mysdf in the power of Ae 
Duke of Modena.^ 

The Venetians, in the last agony of thw terrors, 
offered the Frendi geneml a preisent of seven mil- 
lions, which was refused in the same manner. Aus- 
tria also had made her proff^s ; and they were no- 
thing less than a prindpaliQr in the empire, to be 
established in Napolecm^s ftvour, consisting of two 
hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants at least, a 
provision which would hatre put him out of dimger of 
eu^ring by the^proverUal ingratitude of a republic. 
The gextisral transmitted lis thaiiks to the Emperor 
for this proof of the interest which he toric in his^v- 
tune, but added, he could accept of tuo wealth or pre- 
fbrm^t whi<;h did not proceed lirom the French peo- 
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ple^ md dtat be shoold be alwayis satisfied with^ t^ 
smoiint of rereniie wUcb diey migbt be disposed to 
aJBEoird bini* 

Bat, howevor fSree from tbe wii^h to obtain wealth 
by any indirect means, Napdeon aj^ears to have ex- 
pected, that in retnm for public serviees of sueh un- 
usoal maghitade, soaie pmrisimi ought.to have been 
made fiir him. An attempt was made to procure a 
piibUe grant of the domain of Chambord, and a large 
hotel in Paris, as an admowledgmrat of the na- 
tional gratitude for his brilliant saeoesses ; bat die 
Directory thwarted the {nroposal. 

The proposition respecting Chamhord was not the 
only one of the kind. Malibran, a member of the 
Coundl of Five Hundred, made a motion that Buo- 
naparte should be endowed with a jrevenue, at< the 
public charge, of fifty thousand livres amiually, widi 
a reversion to his wife of vne half of that sum. It 
may be supposed that this motion had not heett su& 
fidently considered and peconeerted, i^oe it was 
very indifferently received, and was evaded by die 
swaggering dedaration of a member, that such glo« 
rious deeds could not be rewarded bp gold. So thai 
the Assembly adopted die reasonable principle, that 
because die debt of gratitude was too great to be^ 
paid in money, dierefore he to whom it was due was 
to be suffered to remain in comparative indigence— -an 
economic^ mode of calculation, and not unlike that 

13 
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high-sounding doctrine of the dvil law, which states^ 
that afree man being seised on, and forcibly sold fi>r 
a sUve, shall obtain no damages on that account, 
because the liberty of a dtisen is too transcendent- 
ly TaluaUe to be put to estimation. 

Whatever might be the motiyes of the Directory ; 
whether they hoped that poverty might depress 
fiuonaparte^s ambition, render him more dependant 
on the government, and oblige him to remain in a 
private condition for want of means to put himself 
at the head of a party ; or whether they acted with 
the indistinct and confused motives of little minds, 
who wish to injure those whom they fear, their con- 
duct was alike ungracious and impolitic. They ought 
to have calculated, that a generous mind would have 
been attached by benefits, and that a selfish one might 
have been deterred from more doubtful and ambitious 
projects, by a prospect of sure and direct advantage ; 
but that marked ill-will and distrust must in every 
case render him dangerous, who has the power to 
be so. 

Their plan, instead of restmg on an attempt to 
condliate the ambitious conqueror, and soothe him 
to the repose of a tranquil indulgence of independ* 
ence and ease, seems to have been that of devising 
for him new labours, like the wife of EurystUeiis for 
the juvenile Hercules. If he succeeded, they may 
have privately counted upon securing the advantages 
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for tbemselves ; if be fidled, they were rid of a trou- 
blesome rival in the race of power and popularity. 
It was with these views that they proposed to Napo- 
leon to crown his military glories, by assuming the 
command of the preparations made for the conquest 
of England. 
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CHAPTER H. 

Fiew of the re^i^ective Situations ^ Great Bntain emd France, 
at the Period of Napoleon e return from Italy. — Negotia^ 
tions at Lisle— Broken off, and Lord MaJmesbury ordered tio 
quit the Republic. — Army of England decreed, arul Buona* 
parte named to the Command^ffe takes up his Residence 
in Paris — Description qfhis personal Character and Mat^ 
ners. — Madame de Stael. — Public Honours paid to Napo* 
lean. — Project of Invasion terminated, and the real Views 
of the Directory discovered to be the ExpedUum to Egypt^-^ 
Armies of Italy and the Rhine, compared and contrasted.-^ 
Napoleon's Views and Notions in heading the Egyptian 
Eaepedition — those of the Directory regarding it — Its actual 
Impoiicy.'^Curicus Statement regarding Buonaparte, pre* 
vious to his departure, given by Miot.^The Armament smlc 
from Toulon, on 19th May 17 98.^NapoleonarHves htfore 
Malta on 10th June^^Proceeds on his course, and escaping 
the British Squadron, lands at Alexandria on the 1st July, 
'^Descriptian of the various Classes of Nations who inhabii 
Egypt ;— 1. The FeUahs and Bedouins-^ The Cophts^ 
3. The Mamelukes, — Napoleon issues a Proclamation from 
Alexandria, against the Mamelukes^Marches against them 
on the 7th July. — Mameluke mode ofJlghting.-^Discontent 
and disappointment of the French troops and their Com^ 
manders^Arrive at Cairo.-^BatOe of the Pyramids on »W 
of July, in which the Mamelukes were completely defeated 
and dispersed.--'Cairo surrenders. 

It might have been thought, such was the guc- 
cess of the French arms on the hmd, and of the Bri- 
tish upon the sea, that the war must now be near 
its natural and unavoidable termmation, like a fire 



>4AP0LE0N BUOHAPARTE. . 3S 

wkfiD dMie no kiager renaw wqr oonl>wilUi»le9 to be 
dbvttixttd. WliflrtTef w«tes could bear tb^iAj the 
Bri^ahimBaki of war had swept the ioai of the epe- 

ny. The greats part of the &rcjgQ eoknAi(^ betov* 
iog to Fiaiiee and her aUies, among whom aho vow 

numberod HoUand and Spam» werem the pea9e8jqoii 
of the Eiq^Kah, vofr had France a chancy of reco¥ei^« 
ipgthem. On the eootuoy, not o Qiiul:^! was ai^n 
pointed against France on the ecmiuient.; so thl^t it 
seemed as if the gne^t nrd nations, ^ghtiog with 
^ifl&f ent wi^pons an^ on diffei^li Af9&fK\»t ^ust 
at length give |ip a eontest^ vsik which '^ ^$m fl^ost 
in^ssiUe to cpme to a decisiTQ strqggfe, 

An attenqit acoosdin|^y was 8U|d«b ItK ^ Af^Ptiia- 
tion of Lisle, to bring to n period the war, which ap- 
poarednow to snbsist entirely without an object. Lord 
liabnesbaiy, on th«t occasion, gove in, ou the part 
of Britain, an offer to surrender all the oosupiests 
she had made fiom France and hor allies ; on condi- 
tion gf the cessicm of Trinidad, im the part of Spain, 
and of the Cape of Good Hope, Cochin, and C^]pn, 
on die pact of IIoQand, with ikwo stipulations in 
finronr of the Piaooe of Qrangp and his adherents 
in ihe Netherlands* The Frjei^ eoinmissioners, in 
eeply, declared* that thc^ instructions required that 
die English should malce # pomplete pessipn of their 
con^pests, without wy equiyideut what^ocTcr ; and 
they inristed, as indispensable preliminaries, that the 

▼01. IV, € 
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King of Great Britain sfaould lay adde hia dtolar de- 
ttgnation of King of France — ^that the Toulon fleet 
should be restored— and that the English should 
renounce their right to certain mortgages over the 
Netherlands, for money lent to the Emperor. Lord 
Malmesbury, of course, rejected a sweeping set of 
propositions, which dedded eyery question against 
England even bef<»e the negotiation commenced^ 
and sdiidted the French to offer some modified fona 
of treaty. The 18th Fructidor, however, had in the 
interim taken place, and the Repu1)lican party, being 
in possession of complete authority, broke off ihe 
negotiation, if it could be called such, abruptly, and 
ordered the English ambassador out of the dominions 
ofthe Republic with very little ceremony. It was now 
proclaimed generally, that the existence of the Eng* 
lish Carthage in the neighbourhood of the French 
Rome was altogether inadmissible ; that England 
must be subdued once more, as in the times of WiL 
liam the Conqueror ; and the hopes of a complete 
and final victory oyer their natural rival and enemy, 
as the two nations are but overapt to esteem each 
otJier, presented so flattering a prospect, that there 
was scarce a party in France, not even amongst the 
Royalists, which did not enter on what was expected 
to prove the decisive contest, with the revival of all 
those feelings of bitter animosity that had distin- 
guished past ages. 

Towards the end of October 1797, the Directory 



)7AP0L£0K BirOKAFAATX. 85 

announced that there should be instantly assembled 
01^ the shores of the ocean an army, to be cailled the 
Army of England, and that the Cildzen-General 
Buonaparte was named to the command. The inteL 
ligence was received in every part of France with all 
the triumph which attends the anticipation of certaiia 
victory. The address of the Directory numbered all 
the conquests which France had won, and the efforts 
she had made, and prepared the French nation to 
expect the fruit of so many victories and sacrifices 
when they had punished England for her perfidy and 
maritime tyranny. <* It is at London where the jxob* 
fbrtimes of all Europe are forged and manufactured 
^— It is in London that they must be terminated.^ In 
a solemn meeting held by the Directory, for the pur« 
pose of receiving th^ treaty of peace with Austria, 
which was presented to them by Berthier and Mong6 
on the part of Buonaparte, the latter, who had been 
one of the commis&ioners for pillaging Italy of her 
pictures and statues, and who looked, doubdess, to 
a new harvest of rarities in England, accepted, on 
the part of the anny and g^eral, the task imposed 
by the French rulers. ^' The government of England 
and the VteanA Republic cannot both continue to 
exist— yon have ^ven the w<nrd which shall fiill— • 
already our victerious troops brandish their arms, 
and Sdpio is at their head.^ 

OS fiuroe, fer such it proved, was acting in 
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Fmsa the Chief of the ioteiided enterpnie arrived 
these, and took up his abode in the same modest 
bouse which he had occupied before becoming lh« 
eonqucffor of palaces. The ooromunity of Paris, with 
mmh ekipanoe, paid their suooessfnl general the 
^ompUmeat of changing the name of the atveet from 
Rue Chantereine to Rue des Yictoires. 

la a metropolia where 931 is welooaie that can wnry 
the tedium of or£nary life, the artiTal of any temaiic* 
Mb peEKm is a apecies of holiday ; bat such an emi* 
nest character aa Buonaparte-^the conqueror — the 
aage— the poUtjcian — the undaunted brayer of every 
diffioully-— *the invindble yictor in every battlfr— who 
hadcptiried the banners of Ae BepuUic from Genoa 
till theif approach scared the Pontiff m Rome, and 
the Emperor in Vienna, was no everyday wonder* 
Hia youth, too, added to the marvel, and still more 
the claim of general superiority over the society in 
whidi he mingled, though cansisting of the most dis- 
tinguished persons in France ; a superiority doak- 
ing itself with a species of reserve, which inferred, 
^^ You may look upon me, but you cannot penetrate 
or see through me."^ Napoleon'a general manner ia 
apciety> during this part of hia lifr, has been descn- 
bed by an observe of first-isate power ; according to 
whom, he was one for whom the admiration which 
could not be refiiaed to him> waa always miof^ vitfa 
a portion of fisar* Hewasdiffiaentinhiaauumcrftom 
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otli«r men; tni Bettbcr plmiitd nof iiDgry, kind nor 
mvetei after the ocmmm fashion of fantnamty. He 
jqspeaired to Kto for die execution of hit own phnu, 
and to cimrider odiers only in to fifr at they wiere 
eonnectcd with» and eeuld advance or eppoee thettr. 
He eatinated Ufl ftUew^raortals no otilerme than aa 
Aqr could be useful to hiai^iew»; and, with a preci- 
sion of intettigeBee wUdi seemed intintive from its m- 
piditj, he penetrated the senthnents of those whom it 
was worth hiswhile to study. Buonaparte did not then 
posaesB the ordinary tone of fight conversation in sd^ 
dety; piobaUy his mind was too nrachbnrtWened^ 
too proud to stoop to adopt that mode of pleasing^, and 
there was a stilbess and reBerveof manner, which waa 
perhapa adopted lor the purpose e£ keeping people at 
a distance. £Ba look had the same character. What 
he thought himseif dosely ebsenred, he had thepower 
of disdMH^ing from hia ceiinlenattce all expressioii^ 
save that of a Y^gae and indefinite ssMle^ said pit^ 
sentii^ to the curious investigatiMr the fined eyes and 
rigid featmea 9i a bust of marble* 

When he talked with the porpose of pkaslng, 
Buonaparte eftat told aneedotes of his life in arery 
pleasbg manner ; whenalentybehadseniethiDgdi^i 
dainfied m the eafcesaion of his fiKe; when dLs- 
posed to he quite at eas^ he was, in Mad aa ae de 
StaeFs ofaniea^ nfthec Yulgar- Hist nateaK toiieaf 
feeUng sesmed t^ be ft sense ef mienial soferiittalljry 
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^md of secret oontjempt for tbe.wmrld ia whidi he 
lived, the mea with whom he acted, and even the 
very objects which he pursued* His character and 
numners were upon the whole strongly calculated to 
Mtract the attention of the French nation, and to ex- 
icite a perpetual interest even from the very mystery 
.which attached to him, as well as from the splendour 
of his triumphs. The supreme power was residing 
/in the Luxembourg ostensibly ; but Paris was aware, 
that the means which had raised, and which must 
support and extend that power, were to be found in 
the humble mansion of the newly-christened Bue des 

Victoires* 

; Some of these features are perhaps harshly dedgn- 
ed, as being drawn recentibus odiis. The disa- 
greement between Buonaparte and Madame de Stael, 
from whom we have chiefly described them, is well 
loiown. It originated about this time, when, as a 
first-rate woman of talent, she was naturally desirous 
to attract the notice of the Victor of Victors. They ap« 
pear to have misunderstood each other ; for the lady, 
who ought certainly to know best, has informed us, 
*^ that far from feeling her fear of Buonaparte remo- 
ved by repeated meetings, it seemed to increase, and 
his best exertions to please could not overcome her in- 
vindble aversion for what she found in his charac- 
^ter.^^ His ironical contempt of excellence of eviery 
kind, operated like the sword in romance, which 
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fioM wliile it wounded. Buonaparte ieems never to 
hare suspected the secret and mysterious terror with 
which he impressed the ingeiiious author of Corinne ; 
on the contrary. Las Casas tellsus that she combined 
all her efforts^ and all her means, to make an impres- 
sion on the general She wrote to him when distant, 
and, as the Count ungallantly expresses it, tormented 
him when present In truth, to use an estaUished 
Frendi phrase, they stood in a false position with 
respect to each odier. Madame de Stad miglit be 
pardoned for thinking that it would be difficult to 
resist her wit and her talent, when exerted with the 
purpose of pleasing; but Buonaparte was disposed 
to repel, rather than encourage the adyances of one 
whose views were so shrewd, and her observation so 
keen, whUe her sex permitted hex to push her inqui- 
ries fiffthar than one man might have dared to do in 
converring with another. She certainly did desire to 
look into him *^ with considerate eyes/* and on one 
occasion put his abilities to the proof, by asking him 
rather abruptly, in the middle of a brilliant party at 
Tall^rand'*s, ^^ Whom he esteemed the greatest wo- 
man in the world, alive or dead ?^— .<< Her, madam, 
that has bomeHhe most children,^ answered Bucma^ 
parte, with much appearance of simplicity. Discon- 
certed by the reply,, she observed, that he was repent- 
ed not to be a great admirer of the fair sex. << I am 
very fond of my wife» madam,'' be replied, with one of 
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tiiivniiriief nd yet piqamt dbtervstiolB, wUch md- 
joumedia debated pcotnptly VBw»'4£im tikmckmi. 
tie man^eavres wooU bave cided m tetde. Froai 
iMfl period thtte ^lou iBiiiliity fc^vreto Booii^^ 
Madaue^de Slad; nd at diffcMit tuam ke traated 
her with a hanhnen whioh had Mait appeanmoe ef 
actual petrsoind didike, though perhaps lather diteoi- 
ed agaiiiBt theftmale politiciBii than their^maaof 
literature. AfWr his ftll, Madame de Stad rebated 
iii'herireteBtitieiitiolmii; and ire remember Inr, du- 
ring the eam|>ttgn of ]:814i» presaging m society how 
the wi^ of Troyes were to see a second in^asiafi and 
dofeat'df the Hmus^s had tdcen ph»e in the days oi 
Attila, while the Erendi Emperor was to enact die 
second Tl»odovicL 

In the Jfaeantimey whik popidar feeling and the 
apflrobatMm of diiftinguidied genius were dins seek- 
ing <to pay court to the youthfid conquarer, die 
Direotory found themsclTes obfiged to readerto hiai 
diat aemUance of homage whidi could not hsfve 
been widiheld without ^ving much offence to genccal 
oj^uen^ and injuring those who omitted to pay it, 
much more than him who was entided by the una- 
nimous voice to reoeiTe it On the 10th «f Beoeai- 
h», die Directory recdved Buonaparte in piiUic, widi 
honours which the BepuhBcan govemment had not 
yeticonferred on any subject, and which must ham 
ifcmed incongrttous to those who had any reooUecdon 
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of tke fiberty and "exptiitf^ onee m emyiwticdlly 
pNOOuBoed to be tiw tahinim of Fcenoh pniponty* 
The ceremony took fiace in the grest cemC of die 
Lmsembooq; palaoe, where ihe Direoloiy , tunoiiBd* 
ed by all that waa ofi datty impoitant or diatinguidi- 
od by talent, veoAvtA fioaa BQetiapaite*a hand the 
confirmed treaty «f Cainpo iVonmo. The ddmry 
of tfaie dooamentiraa accompanied by a speeA final 
Baemipaste, m whieh he told the Dareetory, that, 
in Older to eitaldiah a congtitutwn founded an iea* 
eon, it ivas BoeeeBary that eighteen tentunes of -pia- 
jndfeee ehonld be eonqyesed — ^ The eonalitadon of 
the year three, and you, haye trimaphed over all 
dieee^ibBtades.^ The tiimiph huted exacdy utitil 
* die year sight, irben Ae orator faimielf overthrew 
the oonttitation, destroyed the power of die nilera 
who had oyercome the pnrjudices of eighteen cento* 
Ties, and reigned in their stead. 

Tlie French, who had banidied religion from 
their thoughts, and from their system of domeadc 
policy, yet usuaHy preserved some perv e rte d oere. 
mony connected with it, on pufafic solemnitieB. They 
had dieused the exercises of devotion, and espressly 
disowned the ezbtence of an object of worebip; yet 
they eoidd not do witiMUt altara, and hymns, and 
rites, upon sncli occasions as the present The Gene- 
ral, conducted by Barras, the President of the Direc- 
tory, approached an erection, termed the Alter of 
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mora mikmB effect tbu the fandiDg of about twelve 
or fimrteen hvndied Freoclmien, under a (JeMral 
Tate, at Fuhguard, in South Wales. They wetm 
without artillery, and behared rather like men whoni 
a shipwredk had cast on a hostile shore, than like um 
invading enemy, as they gave themselves up as pii* 
soners without even a show of defence to Lord Caw- 
dor, who had marched against them at the head of 
a body of the Welsh militia, hastily drawn together 
on the alarm. The measure was probably only to 
be conridered as experimental, and as such must 
have been regarded as an entire failure. 

The demonstrations of invasion, however, were os* 
tensibly continued, and everything seemed arranged 
on either side for a desperate collision betwixt the two 
most powerful nations in Europe. ButtheprooeecBnga 
of politidans resemble those of the Indian traders 
called Banians, who seem engaged in talking aboutor* 
dinary and trifling affidrs, while, with their hands con- 
ceded beneath a shawl that is spread between them, 
they are secretly debating and adjusting, by signs, bar« 
gains ofthe utmost importance. While all France and 
England had their eyes fixed on the fleets and armies 
destined against the latter country, the Directory 
and th^ general had no intention of using these pre* 
parations, except as a bfind to cover their real olgect, 
which was the celebrated expedition to Egypt. 
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Willie yet in Itdy, Buonapttite bid suggested to 
die Dmctorir (181th Scfptodber 1797) die adTantage 
vUch imght be deriTed from wbiiig up<m Malta, 
lyhich he f cp r cflea ted as an ^asy priie. The knights, 
he 8Md, mere odiovs to the Maltese iahabitaiits, atd 
vwie alsMst starring; io aagneiit which state of d»- 
jtaess, andiBODease tint incapacity of defence, hebiMl 
already cenfiscatpd thar Itidisn property. He then 
ftctpeded to httianstp, thft being possessed otCotGx 
smd Malta, it was natural to take possession et 
Egypt Twenty-^ve thousand men, with eight or ten 
ships of the Inie, would be sufficient for the expedi- 
lien, wUeh he suggested might depart frMn the coasts 
«f Itsfy. 

Tdkymnd, then minister for foreign aflhirs, (in 
hit annwisr of liSd Septanber,) saw the utmost advan- 
tage in the design upon Egypt, which, as a colony, 
weald attract the oommeroe of India to Europe, in 
preference to the circuitous route b^ the Cape of Good 
Hope. This oovtespondaice proves that even before 
Boo^apaite left Italy, he had conceived the idea of 
tbf Egyptian escpeditiim, though pn^Uy <mly as one 
aC the vast and vague scbraQtes of ambition which 
8B0SSSB in so many perilous enterprises had tended 
to (Ebster. Thape was something of wild grandeur in 
the idea, calculated to please an amUitious imi^ina- 
tioik He was to be placed far beyond the reach of 
mf eemmand superior to his own, and left at his own 
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discretf on to the extending oonqoests, and perhapa 
founding an empire, in a country long considered aa 
the cradle of knowledge, and celebrated in sacred iand 
profane history as haying been the scene of ancient 
events and distant revolutions, which, through the 
remoteness of ages, possess a gloomy and mysterious 
effect on the fancy. The first specimens of early art 
also were to be found among the gigantic ruins of 
Egypt, and its time-defying monuments of antiquity. 
This had its effect upon Buonqiarte, who affected so 
particularly the species of fiune which attaches to the 
protector and extender of science, pMlosophy, and 
the fine arts. On this sulgect he had a ready and will- 
ing counsellor at hand. Monge, the artist and vix^ 
tuoso, was Buonaparte^s confidant on this occasion, 
and there is no doubt encouraged him to an underu 
taking which promised a rich harvest to the antiquft- 
rian, among the ruins of temples and palaces, hitherto 
imperfectly examined. 

But although the subject was mentioned betwixt 
the Directory and their ministers and Bucmaparte, 
yet before adopting the course which the prcgeof; 
opened, the general was probably determined to see 
the issue of the revolution of the 18th Fructidor ; 
doubting, not unreasonably, whether the conquerors 
in that struggle could so far avail themselves of the 
victory which they had obtained over the miy orij^ of 
the National Representatives^ as to conaohdate and 



VAPOLEOM BUOHAPABTX. 47 

estaUifih on a firm tomida&m tlidr ofwn antkoritj. 
He knew the Dixectaiy themselyes were popular with 
none. The niuneious party, who wero now m- 
dmed to a numarchical goyemment, rq;arded them 
with honor. The army, though supporting them 
rather than coalesce with the Koyalists, despised and 
disliked them ; the violent Republicans remembered 
their active share in Robespierre's down&Il, and the 
condemnations which followed the detected cons^ 
racy of Babceuf, and were in no respect better dispo- 
sed to their domination. Thiis despised by the army, 
dreaded by the Royalists, and detested by the Repub* 
lioans, the Directorial government appeared to remain 
standing, only because the factions to whom it was 
unacceptable were afraid of each other's attaining a 
superiority in the struggle^ which must attend ita 
downfidL 

This crisifl of public affairs was a tempting oppor- 
tunity for such a character as Buonaparte, whose aL 
most incredible successes, unvaried by a ungle re- 
verse which deserved that name, naturally fixed the 
eyes of the multitude, and indeed of the nation at 
hage, upon him, as upon one who seemed destined 
to play the most distinguished part in any of those 
new changes, which the mutable state of the French 
government seemed rapidly preparing. 

The people, naturally partial to a victor> followed 

11 
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Him dWfwhfife with acrJamatioBSy and hia soUUckb, 
ia dieir camp-aoaga, c^oke of poltiag the uUomegf^ 
oat of the aeat of goTemm^nt, and inrtaHing dMur 
mtovioua geaaraL Even already, for the fiiat time 
ainee the comiBeDCCHkeBt of l^e Bevohitieii, the 
French, briag didbr vecent habita of tfamku^ and 
speaking of the nation as a body, began to iaterest 
diemaebea in Napoleon as an indiTidnal; and that 
excluaiYe esteem of his person had ahready takeai 
root in the puUic mind, which afterwafds ftmed 
the foundation of his throne. 

Yet, in spite of these promising ajqpearaoces, Na- 
poleon, cautious as well as enter|^rismg, saw that the 
lime was not arrived when he oould^ without grea^ 
xfsk, attempt to possess himsdf of the supraae go^ 
▼emment in France. The soldiers of Italy were |n« 
deed at his devotion, but there was another great and 
rival army belonging to the Republic, that of the 
Bhiae, wfai^ had never been under his command, 
never had partak^a his triumphs, and whidi natu^ 
rtSij looked rather to Moreau than to Buonaparte as 
dieir general and hero. 

Madame de Stadl describes the soldiers from these 
two armies, as resemUing each other in nothing save 
the valour which was common to both. The troops 
of the Rhine, returning from hard-feught fields, 
wfaidi, if followed by victory, had afforded but little 
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{riiiiiidert exhibited still the severe simplicity which 
had been affected under the republican model ; 
whereas the army of Italy had reaped richer spoils 
than barren laurels alone, and made a display of 
wealth and enjoyment which showed they had not 
neglected thehr own interest while advancing the ban- 
ners of France. 

It was not likely, while such an army as that of 
the Rhine existed, opposed by rivalry* and the jea- 
lousy of fame to the troops of Buonaparte, that the 
latter should have succeeded in placing himself at the 
head of affairs. Besides, the forces on which he could 
depend were distant. Fortune had not afforded him 
the necessary pretext for crossing, as he termed it, 
the Kulncon, and bringing twenty thousand men to 
Lyons. Moreau, Jourdan, Kleber, had all high repu- 
tations, scarce inferior to his own ; and the troops who 
had served under them were disposed to elevate them 
even to an equality with the Conqueror of Italy. 
Buonaparte also knew that his popularity, though 
great, was not universal. He was disliked by the 
middle classes, from recollection of his commanding 
during the affair of the Sections of Paris ; and many of 
the RepuUicans exclumed against him for his sur- 
rendering Venice to the Austrians. In a word, he was 
too much elbowed and incommoded by others to per- 
mit his taking with (uU vigour the perilous spring ne- 

VOL. IV. D 
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oefMMury to pliice bim in the seat rfrapvcm^ autbrniSTf 
though th^re were not irantiiig thdse who would tain 
hi^ye pemuHledhiin to yentore o» a oourse sodmng^ 
To such cQUBiellors he answered^ that^' ihejrmi 
ijpa^ not rij^^^^% hint wUeh implied that apl^te 
was not watituig, though pradenoe Ibrbade the bim? 
^piet. 

. Laying adde, tjherefpre, the character of General 
rfthe Army of EngUmd, and adjoaming to afotore 
dfy the conquest of that hostile ishind ; sUeiidng kI 
th^ mne time the internal wishes and the CKterior 
teipptationg which urged him to sase the supreme 
power, which seemed escaping from those who held 
It, Napoleon turned his eyes and thoughts eastward, 
an4 meditated in the distant countries of the risii^ 
sun, a scene worthy his talents, his miUtary skill, and 
htt ambition. 

The Directory, on the other hand, eager to tid 
themselyes of his perilous vicinity, hastened to ac 
eomplish the means of his expedition to Egypt, upon 
a scale fieur morp formidable than any which had yet 
sailed from modem Europe, for the invasion ai|d 
sulgection of distant and peaceful realms. 

It was soon whispered abroad that the inva^on of 
England was to be postponed, until the Conqueror of 
Italy, haying attained a great and national olgect, by 
the success of a secret expedition fitted out on a 
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Mde ^f s'eb^dotts niagtdtiid^ «hould' be at USswte 
to tmrnne thi^ «onqudt «(f Britain. ? ' 

:^t Buonaparte did not VaAn hiis vtefm to those 
of taxtied tcmqaest ; her meant that Aese dieuld^tte 
softened by mingling with AeiH sehenies of a literary 
and sdentxfic character, as if he h^ desired, as some 
one said^ tliat Minervk should march at '4ke head<of 
his expedition; holding in one hand her i^Mdftd 
lance, and with the other introducing the^sdeiiiees and 
the muses. The various treasures'of art ^hieh had 
been transferred to the capital by the inflaeiice of Ine 
arms, gan^ the general of the Italian army ax^t 
to such distinctions as the French men of litdbitute 
could confer ; aiid he was himsdf possessed-of dt^ 
scientffic knowledge aa amathematiiuui; He became 
apparently much attached to learned pursuits, and 
wore die uniform of the Iastil«te on all occasions 
when he was outof militaxy costume. Tl^is *a£kotfe- 
tion 4yf uniting the encouragement of fktfers aafl 
sdence with his military tactics^ led to a new and 
peculiar branch of the ^iiitended expisditioB. . 
. Tiie public observed with astonishment a detidb- 
ment of no less Aan one hundred men^ who had ecd* 
tivated the arts and sciences, or, to use the Frendi 
phrase, Mivanfo, selected for the purpose of joimhg 
this mysterious eicpeditioai, of which the olgeot still 
remained a secret; while all classes of people adced 
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each other what new quarter of the world France had 
detemuned to colonize, since she seemed preparing at 
once to subdue it by her arms, and to enrich it with the 
treasures of her science and literature. This singular 
department of the expedition, the first of the Id&d 
which ever accompanied an invading army, was libe* 
rally supplied with books, philosophical instruments, 
and all means of prosecuting the several departm^ta 
of knowledge* 

Buonaparte did not, however, trust to the supe- 
riority of science to ensure the conquest of Egypt. 
He was Ailly provided with more effectual means. 
The land forces belonging to the expedition were of 
the most formidable description. Twenty-five thou* 
sand men, chiefly veteranis selected from his own 
Italian army, had in their list of generals subordinate 
to Buonaparte the names of Kleber, Dessaix, Bei^ 
thier, Regniep, Murat, Lannes, Andreossi, Menou, 
Belliard, and others well known in the revolutionary 
wars. Four hundred transports were assembled for the 
conveyance of the troops. Thirteen ships of the line, 
and four frigates, commanded by Admiral Brueyes, 
an experienced and gallant ofiicer, formed the escort of 
the expedition ; a finer and more formidable one than 
which never sailed on so bold an adventure. 

We have already touched upon the secret objects 
of this armament. The Directory were desirous to 
be rid of Buonaparte, who might become a dangeroua 
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compeftiftor in the present unsettled stafe of iheFrench 
gorenmient Buonaparte, on his side, aoeepted the 
command, because it opened a scene of conquest wor- 
thy of his ambition. A separate and uncontrolled com- 
mand oyer so gallant an army seemed to promise him 
the conquest and the sovereignty, not of Egypt only^ 
but of Syria, Turkey, perhaps Constantinople, the 
Queen of the £ast ; and he himself afterwards more 
than hinted, that but for controlling circumstances, he 
would have bent his whole mind to the establishment 
of an oriental dynasty, and left France to her own des- 
tinies. When a subaltern officer of artillery, he had 
nourished the hope of being King of Jerusalem. In 
his present situation of dignity and strength, the sove- 
reignty of an Emperor of the universal East, or of a 
Caliph of Egypt at the least, was a more commensu- 
rate olgect of ambition* 

The private motives of the government and of the 
g^ieral are therefore easily estimated. But it is not 
so easy to justify the Egyptian expedition upon any 
views of sound national policy. On the contrary, 
the object to be gained by so much risk, ai|d at the 
same time by an act of aggression upon the Ottoman 
Porte, the ancient ally of France, to whom Egypt 
belonged, was of very doubtful utility. The immense 
fertility of the alluvial provinces irrigated by the 
Nile, no doubt renders their sovereignty a matter of 
great consequence to the Turkish empire, which, from 
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qw pioirin0^ aise.iipt in a qiwditiioii tot 9iq^Ly ibe 

ftiUiig ]«9df Biit^f9iio«Ll#E9^» fiiiUjf mpfilied fi»M 
hfii QWfk, i^waiaawf^ hiw^ ikjt oociuiMm ti^ aendJftnr hett 

pp0^ of 9i»iiiilg ft d«nMI pi0^»^ 

laige CQUQblr; iaio. at £r^Qli i^Uivyi wauUlltfarb;rv»- 
q/ik^ a dpam.<^ pppidatisiiav.of jbc^ and> Itf 

%>iq( tl)^ ^afciJtaoii^ lieir AQvafaAlioiii ^mkfn» 

l^nHk to mmg^gfh mi' mm% Wo* been $.cfiistMt 
cmise of I0SS9 imtily in prooeaB of ti»|e, Ae cokaoBto 
had become habituated to its pociiUarii&es. ) It is Agh 
ther to b^ cQwdfrod,, daiat the nMrat^pcifeet and ab- 
solute success in the ^undertaking, must^ ha^e 0B1M9 
not in giyi^g a provinoe to the Fffndi Bepi|bU<^4]|iif; 
a separate and mdepe^^deijit, Idj^g^m tfh her vietaH- 
ous and mi^amgQj^ril BiMMiapajrte. bfd;pidd 
but sligbt attention to the comnianija of ijm Sifai^ 
tory :vrhen in Italy,, Had he realiaed. hi« prpfioaed 
conqu^sta in thf, oasf^ tbey. would ha?e b«m Mnt 
over the Moditjerraaeaa iiltog^ther in taiB. 
Lastly,, th^ state <^ war with EnglMd subjteted 

thifi attqnpt. tp add Egypt to^ the frcocb dominkm^ 

5 
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to Ibe n4k of dbfetl^ eiAer Iqr the lUMl stieiigdi of 
Britttn intc^rpdfling belweehFraiioa:«id her mw 
poBsessidDay o^ Iqir her laod fiitoes fiom India nid 
Europe^ meldiig a conihiiied att^ upon. iihe FriaaA 
army whidi ooeapiM Egypt; boA wHidieventi ao- 
tuaQy.came to-pte^ ' ^ .. < -fr.i f' . 

ItLM true, that, so &lf firam drtadbg Ae Bnfpidii 
&xce8 Irhiek.were likely to be emphvyed against theln^ 
the Fvtoeh xegaoebdae a reeon n aen da t iD B in^^bmcaom 
questof Jigypty tluf ife was to be the fiisi aleplo the 
deBbiieli<Hi;of the British power iii;lBdk$' and Na^ 
poleon eombmed to the Untto/connderdifr cdn^pfft 
of Egypt 48 theftserHtoerof that of nmyenal JUm 
JEm eye> i^hibh^ like that of Ae eaj^ aaw (But and 
wSd^^ overlooking^ howeter) obstadts. which ds^taned 
»iidex)Gddinii)ntiye,bAeldlh^ dntf 

the toilsoine marehes of a>lew w^ks, to lu^hieve the 
coHqneiti^ ^ Alescandet :the Great He had abeady 
oettited the atep^ by whU^. he was ; to . aaoend- ta 
Qrientid mcDQMitrdiy^ and has lajd> befim theworidji 
qjagute reiteri^^on the^probabilttiea of raeoQis^. ^Mf 
Sttttt^Jditt d^Aereihad yiddadt^ttheFrenchainl^? 
mii h^ f^!.a giMt rfe'vxdtttion woidd.hate bete JM 
coiii|ilidMd]n,the!Ea3i^ thfir.-general^nl'eltief winU 
hai7e founded ad cnipira there, and. die deidniea/ef 
France wmdd hefreundeigimedifflbriaiteombiito 
fiem those to which diqr were 8ul)||ecte&^ . ^ v/ 
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In tbk dechuratbD we leeognise one of the pecu>- 
luffities of BuonaparCe^s dispoadon, which refused to 
allow of any difficulties or dangers saye those, oT 
which, having actoally happened, the existence could 
not be disputed. The small British fovoe befine Acre 
was sufficient to destroy his whole plansof oonqaest ; 
bat how many other means of destruction might Pro- 
vidence have employed for the same purpose ! The^ 
plague— *the desert— mutiny among his soldiers*— 
courage and enterprise, inspired by favourable cir- 
cumstances into the tribes by whom his pn^press was 
opposed^-the computation of theseyandotherchaaoes, 
oi^ht to have taught him to acknowledge, that he had 
not been discomfited by the only hazard which could 
have disconcerted his enterprise ; but that, had such 
been the wiQ of God, the sands of Syria might have 
proved as fiital as the snows of Russia, and the'Sd- 
mitars of the Turks as the lances of the Cossacks. 
In words, a march firom Egypt to India is easily de- 
scribed, and still more easily measured off with com- 
passes upon the mi^ of the world. But in practice, 
and with an army opposed as the French would pro- 
bably have been at every step, if it had heea only from 
motives of religious antipathy, when the French ge> 
neral arrived at the skirts of British India, with fcnrces 
thus diminished, he would have had in firont the 
whole British army, commanded by generals accus- 
tomed to make war upon a scale almost as enlarged 
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as he himself praclked, and accustomed to victories 
not less dedsive. 

We should fall into the same error which we 
censure, did we anticipate what might have been 
the result of such a meeting. Even while we daim 
the probability of advantage for the army most nu- 
merous, and best provided with guns and stores, we 
allow the strife must have been dreadful and du- 
bious. But if Napoleon really thought he had only 
to show himself in India, to ensure the destruction of 
the BritiBh empire there, he had not calculated the 
(^posing strength with the caution to have been ex- 
pected fiom so great a general. He has been repre- 
sented, indeed, as boasting of the additions which he 
would have made to his army, by the do-operation of 
natives trained after the French discipline. But can 
it be supposed that these hasty levies could be brought 
into such complete order as to fiice the native troops 
of British India, so long and so justly distinguished 
for approaching Europeans in courage and discipline, 
and excelling them perhaps in temperance and suboxu 
dination ? 

In a word, the Egyptian expedition, unless eon* 
sidered with reference to the private views of the Di- 
rectory, and of their general, must have been re- 
garded from the beginning, as promising no results 
in the slightest degree worthy of the great risk incur> 
red, by draining France of the flower of her army. 
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• Meanwhilej the xaoxoieak of depieurliire qpproadied. 
The blockading squadron, commanded hj Nelion^ 
was Uovn off the coast bf a gale i>f wind, and so 
much damaged that they wesce obliged to run dowa 
to. Sardinia. ; The fint and most obYbus obstadetto 
the expedition waa thus remoTed. TheTariotKjsqu^ 
dnms from Genoa, Ciyita Yecchia, and Bastia, sei 
sail andu^iled with that which aheady lay al Too* 
loiu . i. 

\ Yet it is aiiid^ thoi^h upondender itotfaodty, ihaib 
even at this latest moment Buenapnrte showed som6 
indinatibn taiahandon ithe cx)nimand of so donbtfiA 
and almost desperate an espedilion, and wished to 
take the advaaifage of a recent dispute betwneft 
Eranoe and Austria^ to nranain in Europe. The 
misundtotanding ardse frcmx the conduct of BeouN 
ddttes ambassador ibr. the BepuUic at Vimna^ wJio* 
incautiously display^ the natbnal colours faefim 
his hotel, in consequence, of which a popadar't^ 
mult arose, and the ambassador was insuked. In 
thar first alarm, lest this incident shotild. ocean 
sion a renewal of the war, the Directory hastily dc^ 
termined to suspend Buonaparte^s depnture, ibid 
dispatdi him to Eastadt^ where the coi^resa wiiB 
still sitting, with fiill powers to adjust the diffar^mei 
Buonaparte accepted the colnmisabn, and wl^ he 
a&cted,to deplore the delay or miscarriage of -^^ the 
greatest enterprise whith hehadcTer meditated^'' 
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*wyote iitf seeteft to Count Coteikfeet, now miniiltei' of 

foreign affairs at Vienna^ intiting him to a conference 

'at Radtadt, and hinting at politieid changes, by which 

the difBcnlties attcmding the execution of the treaty 

of Campo Formio might he taken away% The tendt 

of this letter having become known to the Directory, 

tad It appearing to them thAt Buonaparte designed t6 

make that mission a pretext fbr interesting Cobentzd 

in some change of government in France, in which 

he deemed it advisable to obtain the concurrence of 

Austria, they instantly resolved, it is said, to com* 

pel hiim to set sail on the expedition to Egypti 

Barras, charged with the commission of notifying to 

the general this second alterati<m of his destination, 

had an interview with Buonaparte in private, and 

at his own house. The mien of the Director was 

clouded, and, contrary to his custom, he scarcely 

spoke to Madame Buonaparte. When he retired, 

Buonaparte shut himself up in his own apartment 

for a short time, then gave directions for his instant 

departure from Paris for Toulon. These particulars 

&re given as certam by Miot ;* but he alleges no 

authority for this piece of secret history. There 

seems, however, little doubt, that the command of the 

Egyptian expedition was bestowed on Buonaparte 



' * Mimoires pour aenrir a THifltoira cles Ezp^tions en Bgyj^i et 
CftSyrie. Introdacikm, p. xx. 
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by the Directory as a species of ostracisin, or ho- 
nourable banishment from France. 

At the moment of departure, Buonaparte made 
one of those singular harangues, which evince soch 
a mixture of talent and energy with bad >aste and 
bombast. He promised to introduce those who had 
warred on the mountains and in the plains, to mari- 
time combat ; and to a great part of the ezpedidon 
he kept his word too truly, as Aboukir could wis- 
ness. He reminded them that the Romans combat- 
ted Carthage by sea as well as land — he proposed to 
conduct them, in the name of the Goddess of Liber- 
ty, to the most distant regions and oceans, and he 
concluded by promising to each individual of hia 
army seveii acres of land. Whether this distribu- 
tion of property was to take place on the banks of 
the Nile, of the Bosphorus, or the Ganges, the sol- 
diers had not the most distant guess, and the com- 
mander- in chief himself would have had difficulty in 
informing them. 

On the 19th of May 1798, this magnificent ar- 
mament set sail from Toulon, illuminated by a splen?^ 
did sun-rise, one of those wbibh were afterwards po- 
pularly termed the suns of Napoleon. The line*o£> 
battle ships extended for a league, and the semi-circle 
formed by the convoy was at least six leagues in ex- 
tent They were joined on the 8th June, as they 
swept along the Mediterraixean, by a large fleet oC 
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transports, having on. board the dinsion of G^eral 
Dessaix. 

The lOtfa June brought the armament before 
Malta, once the citadel of Christendom, and garri- 
soned by those intrepid knights, who, half warriors 
and half jmests, opposed the infidels with the en- 
thusiasm at once of religion and of chiyalry. But 
those by whom the Order was now maintained were 
disunited among thanselves, lasy and debauched 
voluptuaries, who consumed the revenues destined 
to fit out expeditions against the Turks in cruizes for 
pleasure, not war, and giving balls and entertain- 
ments in the seaports of Italy. Buonaparte treated 
these degenerate knights with a want of ceremony, 
which, however little it accorded with the extreme 
strength of their island, and with the glorious de- 
fence which it had formerly made against the infi- 
dels, was perfectly suited to their present condition. 
Secure of a party among the French knights, with 
whom he had been tampering, he landed troops, and 
took possession of these almost impregnable fortresses 
with so little opposition, that Caflarelli said to Napo- 
leon, as they passed through the most formidable de- 
fences, — ^^ It is well, general, that there was some 
one within to open the gates to us. We should have 
had more trouble in entering, if the place had been 
altogether empty/' 

A sufficient garrison was established in Malta, 
destined by Buonaparte to be an intermediate sta- 
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fkn Jielween Frtade abd Egjrpt ; and on liie }9th, 
the daring general resumed his expedition. On the 
ooast of Candia, idbile the sayanAs were ga«ii^ on 
the jrodca where- Jupttet, it ig said, was nuctutad, 

■ 

and : ifwcttlalang eoncerning the: existence of some 
▼estiges of the celebiated Lalqrrinlh, Buonaparte 
learned that a new enemy, of a differmt deacrqptdrcm 
fiom ihe Knigjkta of Sunt JolUi^ were in hiaimine* 
diate vidnity. This was the English squadim. - 

Nelson, to the -end as imeonqverAble an his own 
etement* as . BudnapiBirte had hitherto shown himiielf 
upon diore, was now in full and anxioua purmit ot 
his renowned contemporary. Aeinforoed by a sqna*- 
dron of ten riiips of the line, a meeting with Napo* 
ieon was the utmost wish of his heart, and was echoed 
back by the meanest saih>r on board hisaumecow 
fleet The French had been heard of at Malta, but 
as the British Admiral was about to proceed thither^ 
he veceiyed news of their departure ; and eonchidii^ 
ihat Egypt must be unquestioaably the olgect of 
thor expedition, h^ made sail for Egypt. It snigUf 
larly happened^ diat although Ndson antJcyated 
the acriyal of the French at Alexandria, and ao- 
cordingly directed his course, thither, yet, keepng a 
more direct path than Brueyes, when he airiyad 
there on the S8th June, he heard nothii^ of tlieene* 
my, who, in the meanwhile, were proceeding, to the 
yery same port. The English aAnind set sail^ there- 
fore^ for Rhodes and Syracuse ; and thus wete the twa 
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Iffge and hostile fleete tmyeEniig die uaae ntaaam 
sea, without bemg able to attain any cestain ttdiDgs 
of each oithef s moVemtots* Thia was in part owing 
|o the Eiig^ish Admixal haraig no fiigates with him, 
which might have be^ delached to cRuae for ^inlelUr 
gence; partly to a amtinuanoe of thick mbty wiea- 
thoFi which at OBce.oDncealed the Ersncb fleet ftom 
thdor adFers^uaeii,^ and, 6bli|png them-to heep doee 
together^ diminidied the ohatnoe of diseov^y whibh 
■dght otbsrwlse have taiken place by^ the ocatpatieob 
of a larger space.! On the Sfilh^ according toDenOi^ 
Nelson^s fleet was actually seen fay the French stand- 
ing to the westwaisdr aldioi]lgh thehaaevpv^VcMted 
the, English &om observing their epemy ^ whose sqi;t» 
dron held an «oppd4te diseelien. 

Escaped from die. ride of an enoonnter sa^peri|oas» 
Buonaparte^ gceatest danger seemed to be over mi 
the S9di. June, when the Frcaaoh fleet came in dght of 
Alexandria, and saw befiire diem^the dty of die Ptou 
Jomies and of Cleopaita, widi its double haribour, its 
Pharos, and its andent andgigaade monuments of 
grandeur. Yet at this eridcal moment, and wfafleBuo^ 
naparte contemplated his meditated conquest, a mg* 
nal aimounced die appearance of a strange sail, which 
was construed to be an English fiigate, the precur* 
sor of the British fleet. << What r said Napoleon, 
^^ I ask but « hours-'-and. Fortune, wilt thou aban- 
don me P"" The flckle goddess was then and fiHr many 
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a sueoeeding yctr, trae to her votary. The vessel 
proved finendly. 

The diflembarkation of the French army took 
place about a league and a half fiom Alexandria, 
at an anchorage called Marabout. It was not ae- 
com]^hed without losing boats and men on the 
surf, though such risks were encountered with great 
joy by the troops, who had been so long confined on 
sUpboard As soon as five or six thousand men were 
landed, Buonaparte marched towards Alexandria, 
when the Turks, incensed at this hostile invasion on 
the part of a nation with whom they were at pro* 
found peace, shut the gates, and manned the walls 
against their reception. But the walls were ruinous, 
and presented breaches in many places, and the chief 
weapons.of resistance were musketry and stones. The 
conquerors of Italy forced their passage over such 
obstacles, but not easily or with impunity. Two 
hundred French were killed. There was severe mi- 
litary execution done upon the gairison, and the 
town was abandcmed to plunder for three hours; 
which has been justly stigmatized as an act of un- 
necessary cruelty, perpetrated only to strike terror, 
and extend the fame of the victorious French gene- 
raL But it was Napoleon's olrject to impress the high- 
est idea of his power upon the various classes of na- 
tives, who, differing widely firom each other in manners 
and condition, inhabit Egypt as their common home. 
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These classes are, 1st, the Arab race, divided into 
Fellahs and Bedouins, the most numerous and least 
esteemed of the population. The Bedouins, retain- 
ing the manners of Arabia Proper, rove through the 
Desert, and subsist by means of their flocks and herds. 
The Fellahs cultivate th^ earth, and are the ordinary 
peasants of the country. 

The class next above the Arabs in consideration 
are the Cophts, supposed to be descended from the 
pristine Egyptians. They profess Christianity, kte 
timid and unwarlike, but artful and supple. They 
are employed in the revenue, and in almost all dvil 
offices, and transact the commerce and the busiilcss 
of the country. 

The third class in elevation were the formidable 
Mamelukes, who held both Cophts and Arabs ih 
profound subjection. These are^ or we may say werCf 
a corps of professed soldi^s, having no trade ex- 
cepting war. In this they resemble the Janissaries^ 
the Strelitzes, the Praetorian Bands, or similar mili- 
tary bodies, which, constituting a standing army ui^ 
der a despotic government, are alternately the pro- 
tectors and the terror of the sovereign who is their 
nominal commander. But the peculiar feature of the 
constitution of the Mamelukes, was, that their corps 
was recruited only by the adoption of foreign slaves, 
particularly Georgians and Circassians. Thiese were 
purchased when children by the several Bey 8, or Mame- 
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luke leaders, who, twenty>four in number, occupied, 
each, one of the twenty-four departments into which 
they had divided Egypt. The youthful slave, pur- 
chased with a heedful reference to his strength and 
personal appearance, was carefully trained to arms in 
the family of his master. When created a Mameluke, 
he was received into the troop of the Bey, and render- 
ed capable of succeeding to him at his death ; for these 
.chie& despised the ordinary connexions of blood, and 
their authority was, upon military principles, transfer- 
red at their death to him amongst the band who was 
accounted the best soldier. They fought always on 
horseback ; and in their peculiar mode of warfare, 
they might be termed, individually considered, the 
finest cavalry in the world. Completely armed, and 
unboundedly confident in their own prowess, they 
were intrepid, skilful, and formidable in battle ; but 
with their military bravery began and ended the ca- 
talogue of their virtues. Their vices were, unpitying 
cruelty, habitual oppression, and the unlimited ex- 
ercise of the most gross and disgusting sensuality. 
Such were the actual lords of Egypt. 

Yet the right of sovereignty did not rest with the 
Beys, bcrt with the Pacha, or Lieutenant,— a great 
officer dispatched from the Forte to represent the 
Grand Seignior in Egypt, where it was his duty to 
collect the tribute in money and grain, which Con- 
stantinople expected from that rich province, with the 



I 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 67 

additional object of squeezmg out of the coantry as 
much more as he could by any means secure, for the 
fining of his own coffers. The Pacha maintained his 
authority sometimes by the asdstance of Tuskish 
troops, sometimes by exciting the jealousy of one 
Bey against another. Thus this fertile country was 
subjected to the oppression of twenty^four praetors, 
who, whether they agreed among themsdyes, or with 
the Pacha, or declared war against the representatiTe 
of the Sultan, and against each other, were alike the 
terror and the scourge of the unhappy Arabs and 
Cophts, the right of oppressing whom by erery spe- 
cies of exaction, these haughty slaves regarded as 
their noblest and most undeniable privilege. 

From the moment that Buonaparte conodved the 
idea of invading Egypt, the. destruction of the power 
of the Mamelukes must have been determined upon 
as his first object ; and he had no sooner taken Alex- 
andria than he announced his purpose. He sent 
forth a proclamation, in which he professed his re- 
spect for Grod, the Prophet, and the Koran; his 
friendship for the Sublime Porte, of which he affirm- 
ed the French to be the faithful allies ; and his de- 
termination to make war upon the Mamelukes. . He 
commanded that the prayers should be continued in 
the mosques as usual, with some slight modifications, 
and that all true Moslems should exdaifai, >' Gloxy 
to the Sultan, and to the Fraidh aimy» his allies. !*-i- 
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Aceonecl be the MamelakeS} and good finrtune to 
the land of Egypt r 

Upon the 7th July, the anny niardied from Alex* 
andiia agsinst the Manbelukes. Their course waa 
up the Nik, and a small flotilla of gun-boats asoend- 
ed the rmr to protect their right flank, ^hile the 
infimtry traversed a desert of bumii^ sands, at a 
distance fimn the stream, and without a drop of 
water to relteye their tormentbg thirst. The army 
ct Italy, accustomed to the eiijoyments of that de- 
licious countij, were astonished at the desolatioii 
they saw arotknd them. *^ Is this/^ they said, '^ the 
counby in winch we are to receire our farms of 
seven acres each ? The General might have al- 
lowed us to take as much as we cho8e«*>no one would 
have abused the privilege.^ Their officers, too, ex- 
pressed horror and disgust ; and even generals of 
such celebrity as Murat and Lannes threw their hats 
on the sand, and trod on their cockades. It required 
aU Buonaparte^s authority to maintain order, so nnicli 
were the French disgusted with the commencement 
of the expedition. 

To add to their embarrassment, the oiemy hegm 
to appear around them. Mamelukes and Ardbs, con* 
cealed behmd the hillocks of sand, interrupted th^ 
mardi at every opportunity, and woe to the soldier 
who straggled from the ranks, were it but fifiy yards. 
Some of these horsemen were sure to dash at him. 
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slay him on the spot, and make off before a musket 
could be discharged at them. At length, howeyer, the 
audadty of these incursions was checked by a skir- 
mish of some little importance, near a place called 
Chehrh^j in which the French asserted their mili- 
tary superiority. 

An encounter also took place on the river, between 
the French flotSla and a number of armed vessels 
belonj^g to the Mamelukes. Victory first inclined 
to die latter, but at length determined in fiivour of 
tlie French, who took, however, only a single galliot. 

Meanwhile, the French were obfiged to march 
with the utmost precaution. The whole plun was 
now covered with Mamelukes, mounted on the finest 
Arabian horses, and armed with pistds, carabines, 
and blunderbusses, of the best English workman- 
ship — their plumed turbans waving in the air, and 
their rich dresses and arms glittering in the sun. 
Entertaining a high contempt for the French force, 
as consisting almost entirely of infantry, this splen- 
did barbaric chivalry watched every opportunity 
for charging them, ner did a single straggler es- 
cape the unrelenting edge of their sabres. Their 
diarge was almost as swift as th§ wind, and as their 
severe bits enabled them to halt, or wheel their horse.'^ 
at full gallop, their retreat was as rapid as their ad- 
vance. Even the practised veterans of Italy wcrc^ 
at first embarrassed by this new mode of fighting, aixl 
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lost seTeral men ; especially when fatigae caused any 
one to fall out of the ranks, in which case his fate be- 
came certain. But they were soon reconciled to fight- 
ing the Mamelukesy when they discovered that each 
of these horsemen carried about him his fortune, and 
that it not uncommonly amounted to considerable 
sums in gold. 

During these alarms, the French love of the ludi* 
crous was not abated by the fatigues or dangers of the 
journey. The savants had been supplied with asses, 
the beasts of burden easiest attained in Egypt, to 
transport their persons and philosophical apparatus. 
The General had given orders to attend to their per- 
sonal safety, which were of course obeyed. But as 
these civilians had little importance in the eyes of 
the military, loud shouts of laughter used to burst 
from the ranks, while forming to receive the Mame* 
lukes, as the general of division called out, with mi* 
litary precision, *' Let the asses and the savants 
enter within the square.*^ The soldiers also amused 
themselves, by calling the asses demi-savants. In 
times of discontent, these unlucky servants of science 
had their fuU share of the soldiers^ reproaches, who 
imagined, that this unpopular expedition had been 
undertaken to gratify their passion for researches, in 
which the military took very slender interest. 

Under such circumstances, it may be doubted 

whether even the literati themselves were greatly de- 
ls 
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lif^ifd, when) after fourteen d$f$ of ^uoh nuicbes is 
V0 h»ye d^soribed, they vm^, inilfied, fUIub six 
leagues of Cairo, and beMd at a distance the fide- 
brated Pyramids, bnt Learj^d U the same tine^ thafc 
Murad Bey, with l;wenty?trQ of his bvetfareii) at ikbe 
head of their Mamelukeei, bad formed an entrenched 
camp at a plaee called Endiabeh, ydA the purpose 
of Goyeiing Cairo, and giving battle to the Fvench. 
On the 81st of July, as the Fnench continued to ^^ 
vance, they saw their enemy in the fie]d, and in fiiU 
fpros. A sploadid Une of cavafay, imdev Knrad and 
the oibes Beys, displayed the whole sfr^gth of the 
Mamelukes. Their right rested on the imperfec^y 
entrenched camp, in which lay twenly thousand vdux* 
try, defended by fprty pieces of cannon. But the ia-^ 
fantry were an undisciplined rabble ; the guns, want* 
ing carriages,were mounted on dumsy wooden 6»mes i 
and the fortifications of the camp weare but iOommMt 
eed, and piresaited no formidable opposltidn. Buona* 
parte made his dispositbns. He extended his line 
to the right» in such a manner as tolieep 0^ptgaKh 
shot o£ the entrenched camp, and hare only to eok* 
eounter the line of /»rTaby. 

Murad Bey saw this movement, and, fully aware 
oi its consequence, psepared to charge with his mag^r 
nificent body of horse, dedaring he would cut the 
French up like gourds. Buonaparte, as he dixscted 
the infantry to form squares to receive them, called 
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out to his men, ^^ From yonder Pyramids twenty 
centuries behold your actions.^ The Mamelukes ad* 
▼anced with the utmost speed, and corresponding 
ftiry, and charged with horrible yells. They disor- 
dered one of the French squares of infantry, which 
would have been sabred in an instant, but that the 
mass of this fiery militia was a little behind the ad- 
ranced guard. The French had a moment to restore 
order, and used it. The combat then in some degree 
resembled that which, nearly twenty years after* 
wards, took place at Waterloo ; the hostile cavalry 
fiiriously charging the squares of infimtry, and try- 
ing, by the most undaunted efforts of courage, to 
break in upon them at eyery practicable point, while 
a tremendous fire of musketry, grape-shot, and shells, 
crossing in various directions, repaid their audacity. 
Nothing in war was ever seen more desperate than 
the exertions of the Mamelukes. FaiUng to force 
their horses through the French squares, individuals 
were seen to wheel them round, and rein them back 
on the ranks, that they might disorder them by kick- 
ing. As they became firantic with despair, they hurl* 
ed at the immovable phalanxes, which they could 
not break, their pistols, their poniards, and their ca- 
rabines. Those who fell wounded to the ground, 
dragged themselves on, to cut at the legs of the 
French with their crooked sabres. But their efforts- 
were all in vain. 
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The MamelukeB, after the most oourageaus effort* 
to accomplish their purpose, were finally beaten oif 
with great slaughter ; and as they could not form or 
act in squadron, their retreat became a confused flight. 
The greater part attempted to return to their camp, 
from that sort of instinct, as Napoleon termed it^ 
which leads fugitives to retire in the same direction 
in which they had advanced. By taking this route 
they placed themselves betwixt the French and the 
Nile ; and the sustained and insupportable fire of 
the fi>rmer soon obliged them to plunge into the ri- 
ver, in hopes to escape by swimming to the opposite 
bank — a desperate effort, in which few succeeded. 
Their infimtry at the same time evacuated their camp 
without a show of resistance, precipitated themselves 
into the boats, and endeavoured to cross the Nile. 
Very many of these also were destroyed. The French 
soldiers long afterwards occupied themselves in fisL- 
ing for the drowned Mamelukes, and failed not to 
Jind money and valuables Jupon all whom they could 
jrecover. Murad Bey, with a part of his best Mame- 
lukes, escaped the slaughter by a more regular move- 
ment to the lef);, and retreated by Gizeh into Upper 
Egypt. 

Thus were in a great measure destroyed the finest 
cavalry, considered as individual horsemen, that were 
.ever known to exist " Could I have imited the 
Mameluke horse to the French infantry,'" said Biio 

13 
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naparte, ^^ I would have reckoned myself matter of 
the world.^ The destmction of a body hitherto 
regarded as invincible, struck terror, not through 
Egypt only, but far into Africa and Asia, wherever 
the Moslem religion prevailed ; and the rollbg fire 
of musketry by which the victory was achieved, pro- 
cured for Buonaparte the oriental appellation, of Sul- 
tan Kebir, or King of Fire. 

After this combat, which, to render it more stri- 
king to the Parisians, Buonaparte termed the *^ Bat- 
tle of the Pyramids,^ Cairo surrendered without re^ 
sistance. The shattered remains of the Mamelukes 
who had swam the Nile and united under Ibrahim 
Bey, were compelled to retreat into Syria. A 
party of three hundred French cavalry ventured to 
attack them at Salahieh, but were severely handled 
by Ibrahim Bey and his followers, who, having cut 
many of them to pieces, pursued their retreat without 
farther interruption. Lower Egypt was completely 
in the hands of the French, and thus far the expe- 
dition of Buonaparte had been perfectly successfiil. 
But it was not the will of Heaven, that even the 
most fortunate of men should escape reverses, and 
a severe one awaited Napoleon. 
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When Buonaparte and his army were safely land- 
ed in Egypt, policy seemed to demand that the naval 
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length in one of the best-written popular histories in 
the English language.* 

Although unable to enter the fanrbour of Alex- 
andria, the French admiral believed his squadron 
safely moored in the celebrated Bay of Aboukir. 
They formed a compact line of battle, of a semi-cir- 
cular form, anchored so dose to the shoal-water and 
surf,' that it was thought ii&ppssible to get between 
them and the land ; and they concluded, therefore, 
that they could be brought to action on the starboard 
side only. On the 1st August the British fleet ap- 
peared; and Nelson had no sooner reconnoitred the 
French posidon4han he resolved to force it at every 
risk. Where the French ships could ride, he argued 
with instantaneous decision,* there must be room for 
English vessels to anchor between them' and the 
shore. He made signal for the attack accordingly. 
As the vessels approached the French anchorage, 
they received a heavy and raking fire, to which they 
could make no return ; but they kept their bbws 
to the enemy, and continued to near their line. 
The squadrons were nearly of the same numerical 
strength. The French had thirteen ships of the line 
and four frigates. The English, thirteen ships of the 
line, and one 50-gun ship. But the French had 

• Mr Southey'8 " Life of Admiral Nelson ;" in which one of the 
most distinguished men of genius and learning whom our ag« has 
produced, has recorded the actions of the greatest naval hero that 
ever existed. 
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three 80 gun ships, and L'Oxient, a isaperb yessel of 
ISO guns. All the British Were seventy-fours. The 
van of the English fleet, six in number, rounded 
successively the French line, and dropping anchor 
betwixt them and the shore, opened a tremendous 
fire. Nelson himself, and his other vessels, ranged 
along the same French ships on the outer side, and 
. thus placed them betwixt two fires ; while the rest of 
the French line remained for a time unable to take a 
share in the combat. The battle commenced with the 
utmost fury, and lasted till, the sun having set and 
the night fallen, there was no light by which the 
combat could be continued, save the flashes of the 
continuous broadsides. Already, however, some of 
the French vessels were taken, and the victors, ad« 
vandng onwards, assailed those which had not yet 
been engaged. 

Meantime a broad and dreadful light was thrown 
on the scene of action, by the breaking out of a con- 
flagration on board the French admiral's flag-ship, 
L'Orient. Brueyes himself had by this time fallen 
by a cannon-shot. The flames soon mastered the 
immense vessel, where the carnage was so terrible as 
to prevent all attempts to extinguish them ; and the 
L^Orient remained blazing like a volcano in the mid* 
die of the combat, rendering for a time the dreadful 
spectacle visible. 

At length, and while the battle continued as furious 
as ever, the boming vessel blew up with so tremeii* 
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dous an explosion, that for a while it silenced the 
fire on both sides, and made an awfiil pause in. the 
midst of what had been but lately so horrible a 
tumult The cannonade was at first slowly md par- 
tially resumed, but ere midnight it raged with all its 
original fury. In the morning the only two Frendi 
ships who had their colours flying, cut thrir cables 
and put to sea, accompanied by two frigates ; beii^ 
all that remained undestroyed and uncaptured, of die 
gallant navy that so lately escorted Buonaparte and 
his fortunes in triumph across the M^ternmean. 

Such was the victory of Aboukir, for which he who 
achieved it felt that word was inadequate. He called 
it a conquest. The advantages of the day, great as 
they were, might have been pushed much farther, if 
Nelson had been possessed of iSigates and small erafl. 
The store-ships and transports in the harbour of 
Alexandria would then have been infallibly destroy- 
ed. As it was, the results were of the utmost import- 
ance, and the destinies of the French army were 
altered in proportion. They had no longer any 
means of communicating with the mother-country, 
but became the inhabitants of an insulated province, 
obliged to rely exclusively on the resources whidi 
they had brought with them, joined to those whieh 
Egypt might afford. 

Buonaparte, however surprised by this reverse, 
exhibited great equanimity. Three thousand French 
seamen^ the remainder of nearly six thousand enga* 
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ged in that dreadfitl battle, were sent ashore by .car- 
tel, and formed a valuable addition to his forces. 
Nelson, more grieved almost at being firustrated of 
his complete purpose, than rejoiced at his victory, 
left the coast after establishing a blockade on the port 
of Akxandria. 

We are now to trace the means by which Napo- 
leon proposed to estaJblish and consolidate his govern- 
ment in Egypt ; and in these we can recognise much 
that was good and excelient, mixed with such irregu- 
larity of imagination, as vindicates the term of Ju^- 
ter Scapin, by which the Abbe de Pradt &tinguish« 
ed this extraordinary man. 

His first care was to gather up the reins of govern- 
ment, such as they were, which had dropt fiom the 
hands of the defeated Beys. With two classes of the 
Egyptian nation it was easy to establish his authority. 
The Fellahs, or peasantry, sure to be squeezed to the 
last penny by one .party or other, willingly submitted 
to the invaders as the strongest, and the most able to 
protect them. The Cophts, or men of business, were 
equally ready to serve the party which was in posses- 
sion of the country. So that the French became the 
masters of both, as a natural consequence of the 
power whidi they had obtained. 

But the Turks were to be attached to the con- 
queror by other means, dnce their haughty national 
character, and the intolerance of the Mahomedan re- 
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l^on, rendered them alike inaccessible to profit, the 
hope of which swayed the Cophts, and to fear, which 
was the prevailing argument with the Fellahs. To 
gratify their vanity^ and soothe their prejudices, 
seemed the only mode by which Napoleon could in- 
sinuate himself into the favour of this part of the po- 
pulation. With this view, Buonaparte was far from 
assuming a tide of conquest in Egypt, though he 
left few of its rights unexercised. On the contrary, 
he wisely continued to admit the Pacha to that os- 
tensible share of authority which was yielded to him 
by the Beys^ and spoke with as much seeming re- 
spect of the Sublime Forte, as if it had been his in- 
tention ever again to permit their having any effec- 
tive power in Egypt. Their Imaums, or priests ; 
their Ulemats, or men of law ; their Cadis, or judges ; 
their Sheiks, or chiefs; their Janissaries, or privileged 
soldiers, were all treated by Napoleon with a certain 
degree of attention, and the Sultan Kebir, as they 
called him, affected to govern, like the Grand Sei- 
gnior, by the intervention of a Divan. 

This general council consisted of about forty 
Sheiks, or Moslems of distinction by birth or office, 
who held their regular meetings at Cairo, and from 
which body emanated the authority of provincial 
divans, established in the various departments of 
Egypt. Napoleon affected to consult the superior 
council, and act in many cases according to their re- 
port of the law of the Prophet. On one occasion. 
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he gave them a moral lesson which it would be great 
injustice to suppress. A tribe of roving Arabs had 
slain a peasant, and Buonaparte had given directions 
to search out and punish the murderers. One of his 
Ori<mtal counsellors laughed at the seal which the 
General manifested on so slight a cause* 

<' What have you to do with the death of this 
Fellah, Sultan £ebir ?'^ said he ironically ; ^* was he 
your kinsman ?^ 

<^ He was more,^^ said Napoleon ; ^' he waa one for 
whose- safety I am accountable to God, who plaoed 
him^under my government.^ 

^^ He speaks like an inspired person !^ exclaimed 
the. Sheiks; who can admire the beauty of a just 
sentiment, though incapable, &om the scope they 
allow their passions, to act up to the precepts of 
moral rectitude. 

Thus far the conduct of Buonaparte was admi- 
rable. He protected the people who were placed 
under his power, he respected their religious opi- 
nions, he administered justice to them according te 
their own laws, until they should be «upplied with a 
better system of legislation. Unquestionably, his 
good administration did not amend the radical de&^ 
ciency of his title ; it was still chargeable against 
him, that he had invaded the dominions of the most 
asdent ally of France, at- a time when there was 
the most profound peace between the coimtries. Yet 
in delivering Egypt from the tyrannical sway of the 
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MamelukeB, and administeniig the goYeminent ^ 
the coimtry vith irisdom and compnatiye hmnanitjr, 
the mode in whidi he used the power which he had 
acquired, mi^t be admitted in some measure to 
atone tot his usurpation. Not contented with direct- 
ing his soldiers to hold in respect the religiona ob- 
servances of the country, he showed espial juatioe 
and policy in collecting and protecting the scattered 
remains of the great caravan of the Mecca pOgnn- 
age, which had been plundered by d» Mamelokes 
on their retreat So satisfiictory was his conduct 
to the Moslem divines, that he contrived to obtain 
fiom the clergy of the Mosque an opinion, dedaring 
that it was lawful to pay tribute to the Frendi, 
though suck a doctrine is diametrically inconsistent 
with the KcHran. Thus far N^Mdeon^s measures 
had proved rational and successful But with this 
laudaUe course of conduct was mixed a species of 
artifice, which, while we ace compelled to term it 
impious, has in it, at the same tiae^ something 
ludicrous, and almost diildish* 

Buonaparte entertained the strange idea of persua- 
ding the Moslems that he himself pertained in some 
sort to their religion, being an envoy of the Deity, sent 
QU earth, not to take away, but to confirm and com- 
plete, the doctrines of the £oran, and the misrion of 
Mahomet* He used, in executing this purpose, the 
iuflt^ed language of the East, the more easily that it 
corresponded) in its allegorical and amplified style, 
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with his own natural tone of composition ; and he he- 
sitated not to join in the external cerenHmial of the 
Mahommedan religion, that his actions might seem 
to confirm his words. The French general cele- 
brated the feast of the Prophet as it recurred, with 
some SheSk of emiaence, and Joined in the litanies 
and worship enjoined by the Koran. He affected, too, 
the language of an inspired follower of the fidth of 
Mecca, of which the foUowihg is a curious example. 

On entering ihe «epiddird chamber in the pyrar 
mid of Cheops, *' Glory be to AUahy"" said Buona* 
parte, ^^ there is no God but God, and Mahommed 
is his prophet.^* A confession of ftith which is in 
itself a declaration of Islamisni. 

^^ Thou hast spoken like the mbst learned of the 
prophets,'' said the Mufti, who accompanied lum. 

*^ I can command a car of fire to descend bom 
hearoi,^ continued the French genial, ** and I can 
guide and direct its course upon earth.^ 

^' Thou art the great chief to whom Mahommed 
gives power and victory,^ said the Mufti. 

Napoleon closed the conversation with this not 
very pertin«[it oriental provedb, ^^ The bread which 
the wicked seises upon by force, shall be turned to 
dust in his mouth.^ 

Though the Mufti fdayed his part in the above 
scene with becoming gravity, Buonqfiarte overesti- 
mated his own theatrical powers, and did too little 
justice to the shrewdness of the Turks, if he suppo- 
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sed them really edified by his pretended proielytisDa. 
With them as with us, a renegade from the religioiis 
faith in which he was brought up, is like a deserter 
from the standard of his country ; and though the 
services of either may be accepted and used, they re« 
main olgects of disregard and contempt, as well with 
those to whose service they have deserted, as with 
the party whom they have abandoned. 

The Turks and Arabs of Cairo soon aflterwards 
showed Buonaparte, by a general and unexpected 
insurrection in which many Frenchmen were slain, 
how little they were moved by his pretended attach- 
m^it to their faith, and how cordially they consider- 
ed him as their enemy. Yet, when the insurgents 
had been quelled by force, and the blood of five 
thousand Moslem had atoned for that of three hun- 
dred Frenchmen, Napoleon, in an address to the 
inhabitants of Cairo, new -modelling the general 
council, or divan, held still the same language as 
before of himself and his destinies. ^' Sheriffs,"^ he 
said, ^* Ulemats, Orators of the Mosque, teach the 
people that those who become my enemies shall have 
no refuge either in this world or the next. Is there 
any one blind enough not to see that I am the i^enf 
of Destiny, or incredulous enough to call in question 
the power of Destiny over human affairs? Make 
the people understand that since the world was a 
world, it wfiw ordained, that having destroyed the 
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edemies of Islamism, and broken down the Cross,* 
I should come from the distant parts of the West to 
accomplish the task designed for me— show them, 
that in more than twenty passages of the Koran my 
coming is foretold. I could demand a reckoning from 
each of you for the most secret thoughts of his soul, 
since to me everything is known ; but the day will 
come when all shall know from whom I have my com- 
mission, and that human efforts cannot prevail against 
me.'' 

It is plain from this strange proclamation, that 
Buonaparte was willing to be worshipped as a supe- 
rior being, as soon as altars could be built, and wor- 
shippers collected together. But the Turks and 
Arabs were wiser than the Persians in the case of 
young Ammon. The Sheik of Alexandria, who af- 
fected much devotion to Buonaparte's person, came 
roundly to the point with him. He remarked the 
French observed no religious worship. " Why not, 
therefore," he said, *^ declare yourself Moslem at 
once, and remove the only obstacle betwixt, you and 
the throne of the East P'' Buonaparte objected the 
prohibition of wine, and the external rite which Ma- 
hommed adopted from the Jewish religion. The of« 



* Alluding to the capture of the itland of Maltfs and subjection 
of the Pope, on which he was wont to found as services rendered to 
the religion of Mahommed. 
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fidoua Sheik proposed to call a council of tbe Mes- 
lem sages, and procure for the new proselytes some 
relaxation of these fundamental laws of the Prophet's 
faith. According to this hopeful plan the Modems 
must have ceased to be such in two principal arti- 
cles of their ritual, in order to induce the French to 
become a kind of imperfect renegades, rejecting, in 
the prohibition of wine, the only peculiar guard 
which Mahommed assigned to the moral yirtae of 
his followers, while they embraced the degrading 
doctrine of &tality, the licentious practice of poly- 
gamy, and the absurd chimeras of the Koran. 

Nqxdeon appears to have beUeved the Shdk 
serious, which is very doubtful, and to have oontem* 
plated with eager ambition the extent of views which 
his conversion to Islamism appeared to open. His 
own belief in predestination recommended the creed 
of Mahommed, and for the Prophet of Mecca hufr- 
self he had a high respect, as one of those who had 
wrought a great and enduring change on the face of 
theworld. Perhaps heenvied the powerwhichMahom* 
med possessed, of ruUng over men's souls as weQ as 
their bodies, and might thence have been led into the 
idea of playing a part, to whidi time and drcum- 
stances, the character of his army and his own, were 
alike opposed. No man ever succeeded in imposing 
himself on the public as a supernatural personage, 
who was not to » certain degree the dupe of his4)wn 
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imposture ; and Napoleon'^s calculatmg and reflectiiig 
mind wai totally devoid of the enthudasm which 
enables a man to cheat himself into at least a partial 
belief of the deceit which he would impose on others. 
The French 8oldier89 on the other hand, bred in scorn 
of religion of every description, would have seen no- 
thing but ridicule in the pretensions of their leader 
to a supernatural mission ; and in playing the charac- 
ter which Alexander ventured to personate, Buona- 
parte would have found in his own army many a 
Clitus, who would have considered his pretensions as 
being only ludicrous. He himself, indeed, expressed 
himself satisfied that his authority over his soldiers 
was so absolute, that it would have cost but giving 
it out in the order of the day to have made them all 
become Mahommedans ; but, at the same time, he 
has acquainted us, that the French troops were at 
times so much discontented with their condition in 
f^gypt, that they forpoied schemes of seising on their 
standards, and returning to France by force. What 
reply, it may be reasonably asked, were they likely to 
make to a proposal, which would have deprived them 
of their European and French character, and level* 
led them with Africans and Asiatics, whose persons 
they despised, and whose country they desired to 
leave ? It is probaUe, that reflections on the proba- 
ble consequences prevented his going farther than 
the vague pretensions which he announced in his 

10 
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proclamations, and in his language to the Sheiks. 
He had gone far enough, however, to show, that tbe 
considerations of conscience would have been no hin- 
dcrance ; and that, notwithstanding the strength of 
his understanding, common sense had less influence 
than might have been expected, in checking his as- 
sertion of claims so ludicrous as well as so pro&ne. 
Indeed, his disputes with the Ottoman Porte speedily 
iUisumed a character, which his taking the turban 
and professing himself a Moslem in all the forms 
could not have altered to his advantage. 

It had been promised to Buonaparte that the 
abilities of Talleyrand, as Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, should be employed to reconcile the Grand 
Seignior and his councillors to the occupation of 
Egypt. But the efforts of that able negotiator had 
totally failed in a case so evidently hopeless ; and if 
Talleyrand had even proceeded to Constantinople, 
as Napoleon alleged the Directory had promised, 
it could only have b^en to be confined in the Seven 
Towers. The Porte had long since declared, that 
any attack upon Egypt, the road to the holy cities 
of Mecca and Medina^ would be considered as a de- 
claration of war, whatsoever pretexts might be alle- 
ged. They regarded, therefore, Buonaparte^s inva- 
sion as an injury equally unprovoked and unjustifi- 
able. They declared war against France, called upon 
every follower of the Prophet to take the part of his 
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vicegerent upon earth, collected forces, and threateci- 
ed an immediate expedition, for tbe purpose of ex- 
pelling the infidels from Egypt. The success of the 
British at Aboukir increased their confidence. Nel- 
son was loaded with every mark of honour which the 
Sultan could bestow, and the most active preparations 
were made to act against Buonaparte, equally consi- 
dered as enemy to the Forte, whether he professed 
himself Christian, infidel, or renegade. 

Meantime that adventurous and active chief was 
busied in augmenting his means of defence or con* 
quest, and in acquiring the information necessary to 
protect what he had gained, and to extend his domi- 
nions. For the former purpose, corps were raised from 
among the Egyptians, and some were mounted upon 
dromedaries, the better to encounter the perils of the 
desert. For the latter, Buonaparte undertook a 
journey to the Isthmus of Suez, the well-known in- 
terval which connects Asia with Africa. He sub- 
scribed the charter, or protection, granted to the Ma- 
ronite Monks of Sinai, with the greater pleasure, that 
the signature of Mohammed had already sanctioned 
that ancient document. He visited the celebrated 
fountains of Moses, and, misled by a guide, had near- 
ly been drowned in the advancing tides of the Red 
Sea. This^ he observes, would have fiumished a 
text to all the preachers in Europe. But the same 
Ddty, who rendered that gulph fatal to Pharaoh, 
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had reierved finr one, who equally defied and dis- 
owned his power, the rodu of an island in the midst 
of the Athmtic. 

When Napoleon was engaged in this expedition, 
or qpeedily on his return, he learned that two Turk* 
ish armies had asaembled,*-one at Rhodes, and the 
other in Syria, with the purpose of recovering Egypt* 
The daring genius, whidi always desired to anticipate 
the attempts of the enemy, determined him to march 
with a strong force fi>r the occupation of Syria^ and 
thus at once to alarm the Turks by the progress which 
he expected to make in that provinoe, and to avoid 
being Attacked in Egypt by two Turidsh armies at 
the same time. His commencement was as successful 
as his enterprise was daring. A body of Mamelukes 
was dispersed by a night attack. The fort of El 
Arish, considered as one of the keys of Egypt, fdl 
easily into his hands. Finally, at the head of about 
ten thousand men, he traversed the desert, so fiunous 
in InUical history, which separates Africa from Asia, 
and entered Palestine without much loss, but not 
without experiencing the privations to which the 
wanderers in those sandy wastes have been uni- 
formly subjected. While his soldiers looked with 
fear on the howling wilderness which they saw 
around, there was something in the extent and lone. 
Uness of the scene that corresp<mded with the swdt- 
ii^ soul of Napoleon, and accommodated itself to hia 
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ideas of nmnense and boundless space. He was plea- 
sed with the 'flattery, which derived his Christian 
name from two Greek words, signifying theXiion of 
the Desert. 

Upon his entering the Holy Land, Buonaparte 
again drove before him a body of Mamelukes, be- 
longbg to those who, afker the battles of the Pyra- 
mids and of Salahieh, had retreated into Syria ; and 
his army occupied without resistance Gaza, anciently 
a city of the Philistines, in which they found supplies 
of provirions. Jaffa, a celebrated city during the time 
of the Crusades, was the next object of attack. It 
was bravely assaulted, anid fiercely defended. But 
the French valour and discipline prevailed — ^the place 
was carried by storm— -three diousand Turks were 
put to the sword, and the town was abandoned to the 
license of the soldiery, which, by Buonaparte^s own 
admission, never assumed a shape more firightfiiL* 
Such, it may be said, is ^e stem rule of war ; and 
if so, most of our readers will acquiesce.in the natural 
exclamation of the Mareschal de Montluc, ^' Certes, 
we soldiers stand in more need of the Divine mercy 
than other men, seeing that our profession compels 
us to command and to witness deeds of such cruelty.^ 
It was not, however, to the ordinary horrors attend- 

m 

* See his dispatch to the I]|izectory, on the Syrian campaign. 
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iiig the stornk of a town, thai th6 chaKgeagainftt Boo* 
naparte if on thk occaeion liniited. He ii ac6iiaed of 
having been guilty of an action of great iignatioe, as 
well as of especial barbarity* Concerning this we 
shall endeayour id state, stripped of colotirii^ and 
eiaggemtiM, fihit th^ charge^ and thta the reply^ 
by Napoleon himselC 

AfWfr the brelMh had beeti sUMaedt a Itege part 
of the garrison, estimated by Biioaaparte himsdf at 
twelve hundred men^ whidi Miot raiste io betwixt 
two and three thousand^ and otheif exaggerate still 
nlore, remained on the defensive^ and held oUt in the 
mosques, and a sort of citadel to which they had 
retreated, tiU^ at length, despairing of sudoour, they 
surrendered &dr aniis> and were in appearance ado 
mitted to qiluirter. Of this body, the Egyptians were 
carefully separated fiom the Turks, Maugrabins, and 
Amaouts ; and while the first were restcwed to liberty, 
and sent back to their country, these last were placed 
under a strong guard. Provisions were distributed to 
them, and they were permitted Io go by detadunents 
in quest of water. According to all appearance, they 
were considered and treated as prisoners of war. This 
was on the 7th of March. On the 9di, two days 
afterwards, this body of prisoners were marched out 
of Jaffa, in the centre of a large square battalion, 
commanded by General Bon. Miot assures us that 
he himself moui\ted his horse, accompanied the me- 
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lancholy column, and witnessed the event. The 
Turks foresaw their fate, but used neither entreaties 
nor complaints to avert it. They marched on, silent 
and composed. Some of them, of higher rank, seemed 
to exhort the others to submit, Hke servants of the 
Prophet, to the decree which, according to their be- 
lief, was written on their forehead. They were escort- 
ed to the sand-hills to the south-east of Jaffa, divided 
there into small bodies, and put to death by musket* 
ry. The execution lasted a considerable time, and the 
wounded, as in ihejusillades of the Revolution, were 
dispatched with the bayonet. Their bodies were 
heaped together, and formed a pyramid which is still 
visible, consisting now of human bones as originally 
of bloody corpses. 

The cruelty of this execution occasioned the fact 
itself to be doubted, though coming with strong evi- 
dence, and never denied by the French themselves. 
Napoleon, however, frankly admitted the truth of 
the statement both to Lord Ebrington and to Dr 
O'Meara. Well might the author of this cruelty 
write to the Directory, that the storm of Jaffa was 
marked by horrors which he had never elsewhere 
witnessed. Buonaparte^s defence was, that the mas- 
sacre was justified by the laws of war — that the head 
of his messenger had been cut off by the governor 
of Jaffa, when sent to summon him to surrender — 
that these Turks were a part of the garrison of El 

T 
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Arisb, who had engaged not to aerre against the 
French, and mexe found immeffiately afterwards de- 
fending Jaffi^ in breach of the terms of their capi- 
tulation. They bad incurred the doom of deaths 
therefore, by the rules of war-— Wellington, he said^ 
would haTc in his place acted in the same man- 
ner. 

To this pka the following obrious answers apply. 
If the Turkish governor had behaved like a barba- 
rian, for which his country, and the religion which 
Napoleon meditated to embrace, might be some ex- 
cuse, the French general had arenged himself by the 
storm and plunder of the town, with which his revenge 
ought in all reason to hare been satisfied. If some 
of these unhappy Turks had broken their faith to 
Buonaparte, and were found again in the ranks which 
they had sworn to abandon, it could not, according to 
the most severe construction of the rules of war^ 
authorise the dreadful retaliation of indiscriminate 
massacre upon a multitude of prisoners, without in- 
quiring whether they had been all equally guilty. 
Lastly, and admitting them all to stand in the same 
degree of criminality, although their breach of fidth 
might have entitled Buonaparte to refuse these men 
quarter while they had arms in their hands, that right 
was ended when the French general received their 
submission, and when they had given up the means 
of defence, on condition of safety for life at least 
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Thii Uoody died must ahviqnB vemain a desp •tttit 
on die diaraeter of Napoleon. Yet we do not view it 
tt the indnlgenee of an innate lore of cnielty ^ fbrno* 
tlung in Buonapaxte's bistovy diowB the existenoe of 
that vice, and there are many things whidi intimate 
hie dispoaition to hare been natoially humane. But 
he was ambitions, aimed at immerme and gigaatio 
nndertaldngB, and eadiy leaned to o^ttrkok the wMte 
cxf human Bft^ wliibh the execotien of Ua pngecte no* 
ceasarily involved. He seems to Iiave argued, not on 
Ae eharaeter of the aetion, but soldy on the efl^ 
which it was to produee upon his own eombnutions. 
His anny was smdl ; it was his business to stiiike 
tenor into his numerous enemies, and the measure 
to be adopted seemed capable of making a deep 
impresdkm on all who should hear of' it Besides, 
these men, if diBmissed, would immediately igoin 
his enemies. He had ezpeiienoed tbrir eourage, 
ttid to disarm them would have been ahnoet an nn- 
availing precauti<m, where dieii national weapon, the 
sabre, was so easily attained. To detainlbem piiscm- 
ers would have required a strcmger force dian Napo- 
leoa could afford, would have added difficulty and 
delay to the movement of his troops, and tended to 
exhaust his supplies. That sort of necessity, diere< 
fiire, whidi men fancy to themadTes when &kty arc 
unwilling to forego a bvourite dgect for the sake of 

VOL, IV. ^r 
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obejfiBg a mofal precept— that necessity which ndgkt 
be more properly termed a temptation difficult to be 
resisted — that necessity which has been called the 
tyrant^s plea, was the cause of the massacre at Jaffii^ 
and must remain its sole apology. 

It might almost seem that Heaven set its vindk- 
tire brand upon this deed of butchery, for about the 
time it was committed the plague broke out in the 
army, Buonaparte, with a moral courage deserroig 
as much prwe as his late cruelty deserved reproba- 
tion, went into the hospitals in person, and wbile 
exposing himself, without hesitation, to the infection, 
diminished the terror of the disease in the opinion 
of the soldiers generally, and even of the patients 
themselves, who were thus enabled to keep up their 
spirits, and gained by doing so the fairest chanoe of 
recovery. 

Meanwhile, determbed to prosecute the conquestof 
Syria, Buonapaste resolved to advance to Saint Jean 
d^Acre, so celebrated in the wars of Palestine. The 
Turkish Pacha, or governor of Syria, who, like 
others in his situation, accounted himself almost an 
independent sovereign, was Achmet, who, by his 
unrelenting cruelties and executions, had procured 
the terrible distinction of Djezzar, or the Butcher. 
Buonaparte addressed this formidable chief in two 
letters, offering his alliance, and threatening him with 
his vengeance if it should be rejected. To neither did 
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ihe Pacha return any answerr^in the secpnd In- 
stance he put to death the messenger. The French 
general ^vanced against Acre, vowing rerenge. 
There were, however, obstacles to the success of his 
enterprise, on which he had not calculated. 

The Pacha had communicated the approach of 
Napoleon to Sir Sidney Smith, to whom had been 
committed the charge of assisting the Turks in their 
proposed expedition to Egypt, and who, for that pur- 
pose, was cruising in the Levant He hastened to 
sail for Acre with the Tigre and Theseus, ships 
of the line, and arriving there two days ere the 
French made their appearance, contributed greatly 
to place the town, the fortifications of which were 
on the old Gothic plan, in a respectable state of 
defence. 

Sir Sidney Smith, who so highly distbguisbed 
himself, on this occasion, had been long celebrated 
for the most intrejad courage, and spirit of enter- 
prise. His character was, besides, marked by those 
traits of enthusiasm at which cold and vulgar minds 
are apt to sneer, because incapable of understanding 
them; yet without which great and honourable 
actions have rarely been achieved. He had also a 
talent, uncommon among the English, that of acting 
easily with foreign, and espedally with barbarous 
troops, and understanding how to make their efforts 
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waSEmgiagAe 
m ani 
TniB bnfv muCBtwtniDg dboi ftc^pmlly 
vidi die diarge of danbig die FndgIi 
b^EB on one oocMiciiy >id» OQKtmy 
to die kvr flf intiiiH^ end eol flf m meai qinft of xe- 
vcBge^ wBsinpriaoned in die TcMfle, fiNMi widdi he 
WM ddnrcrcd by a daring itialagoni) wbcCedby Ac 
IVendi royaGsl party- He kad not been nuuqr 
liann at Acre, wben PnmdenoeafodedbiBi adis- 
tiiigaidDBg made of fmmr. Tbe Tbeeeua, wlndi 
had been deudied to intoeepl any Fnnch veaadB 
diat migbt be attending on Bnonqparte^a auudb, 
detected a small floliya stealii^ nnder Moont Car- 
md, and had the good fortane to make priie of 
seven ont of nine of them* They were a con'viiy fiKWi 
Damietta, bound fixr Acre, having on boaid heavy 
cannon, pbtforms, ammunilion, and odier neoes- 
sary articles. These cannon and military stores, 
destmed to foim the si^e of Acre^ became eminent- 
ly nseftil in its defence, and the oonseqoence of 
dieir capture was erentaally deeinve of die struggle 
General Philippeaus:, a French royalist, and officer 
of engineers, immediately ap{died himself to place 
die cannon dius acquired, to the amount of betwixt 
dnrty and forty, upon the walls which they had 
been int^ided to destroy. This officer, who had 



MAFOL£OK BUONAf A£T£. 101 

been Baonaparte'^s scbooi-ftUoW, and the prinoipal 
agent in ddrering Sb Sidney €wntk from priaodi 
possessed rare talents in Uaprafieadoik TlitBttarango^ 
ly met under the walls of Acre, an English effioe^f 
late a prisoner in the Temple at Paris^ and s Frdach 
colond of engineere^irith the late general of the Amy 
of Italy, the ancient oonpanioii of PhiUppeaax,* 
and about to become almost the pcnonal enemy of 
Smith. 

On the 17th Hareh, the French cttle ina^t tf 
Acre, wfaidi is bcdlt on a pemninda advancing laie 
the sea, and so conveniently situated that tesselii 
can lie near Ae «hoi€> and annoy «ith thtir fire 
whatever advances to assatilt the ftrtificationi. Not- 
withstanding the presence of two British slqpa of war^ 
and the disappointment concennng his battering can- 
non, which were nov pointed against him £rom the 
ramparts, Buonaparte, widi a characteristic perse* 
verance which on such an occasion was pushed into 
obstinacy, refosed to abandon his purpose, and pro- 
ceeded to open trenches, although the guns which he 
had to place in them were only twelve pounders. 



died dtttlng the «iegi, df a f(rrar bnmght on by fii- 
tigae. Buonaparte sjmke of him with mere respect than he usually 
showed to those who had been successful in opposing him* One 
reason might be, that the merit given to Philippeaux was m tome 
degree subtracted from Sur Sidney Smith. The former was a French, 
man, and dead— the latter alive, and an Englishman. 
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The point of attack was a large tower which pre- t 
cUmudated over die rest of the fortifications, A 
mine at the same time was run under the extreme 
defences. 

By the S8th March a breach was effected, the mine 
was sprung, and the French proceeded to the assault 
upon that day. They advanced at the charging step, 
under a murderous fire from the walls, but had the 
mortification to find a deep ditch betwixt them and 
the tower.' They crossed it, nevertheless, by help of 
the scaling-ladders which they carried with them, and 
forced their way as far as the tower, firom which it 
is said that the defenders, impressed by the ftte of 
Jaffa, were beginning to fly. They were checked by 
the example of Djezzar himself, who fired his own 
pistols at the French, and upbraided the Moslems 
who were retreating from the walls. The defiances were 
again manned ; the French, unable to support the re* 
newed fire, were checked and forced back ; and the 
Turks falling upon them in their retreat with sabre 
in hand, killed a number of their best men, and 
Mailly, who commanded the party. .Sorties were 
made from the place to destroy the French works ; 
and although the cries with which the Turks carry 
on their military manoeuvres gave the alarm to the 
enemy,/ yet, assisted by a detachment of British sea- 
men, they did the French considerable damage, re* 
connoitred the mine which they were forming anew. 
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and obtained the knowledge of its direction necessftry 
to prepare a counter mine. 

While the strife was. thus fiercdy'maintained on 
both sides, with mutual loss and increased animosity, 
the besiegers were threatened with other dangers. 
An army of Moslem troops of various nations, but 
all actuated by the same religious sealy had formed 
themselves in the mountains of Samaria^ and unitbg 
with them the warlike inhabitants of that > country; 
now called Naplous, formed the plan of attacking th^ 
French: army lying before Acre on one side, while 
Djezzar and his allies should assail them upon the 
other. Kleber, with his diyisi<m, was dispatched by 
Buonaparte to disperse this assemblage. But though 
he obtained considerable .advantages over detached 
parties of the Syrian army, thar strength was so 
disproportioned, that at last, while he held a position 
near Mount Tabor^ with two. or three thousand men» 
he was surrounded by about ten times his own num- 
ber. But his general-in-chief was hastening to his 
assistance. Buonaparte left two divisions to keep the 
trenches before Acre, and penetrated into the country 
in three columns. Murat, at the head of a fourth, oc- 
cupied the pass called Jacobus Bridge. The attad^ 
made on various points, was everywhere successftik 
The camp of the Syrian army was taken ; their de- 
feat, ahnost thdr dispersion, was accomplished, while 
their scattered remains fled to Damascus. Buona- 



1<H tlFB OF 

parte Ketameds eiDimed with Uurcis, to Ihe «i%e of 
Acre. 

Here> too, the arri^ of thirty hesvy pieces of 
cannon firom JafiGei seemed to promise that success!, 
which die French had as yet been unable to attain. 
It was about this time that^ walidng on the Momtt 
wludi still retains the name of Bichard Coeur da 
LioD> Buonaparte expressed hinttielf to Murat in 
these termsy as he pointed to Saint Jean D^Aere >— 
^^ The fiite of the East depends upon yonder petty 
town. Its conquest will insure die main olgect of 
my eqiedition, and Damascus will be the first frml 
ofit^* Thus it would seem, that, whik engaged in 
the enterpdse, Buonaparte held the same laqguage, 
which he did many years after its fidlure when at 
St Helena. 

Repeated and desperate assaults pioTed, that die 
cmsequence which he attached to takmg Acre was 
as gxei^ as his words expressed. The assaiUmts su& 
fixed sererdy on these occadons, fi»r they were ex- 
posed to die fibre of two rsrelins, or external forti&ea* 
tioBs, whichhad been constructed under Fhifippeaux*8 
direetioBS, and at the same time enfiladed by the fire 
of die British shipping. At length, employing to 
die uttermost die heavy artillery now in his posses- 



Related by Miot, as communicated to him by Murat 
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don, Bdansparte^ ib spite of a bloody and obttbtate 
opposition) forced bis iray to tbediapiited tower, and 
made a lodgment on the Beomd story. It affoid* 
edy bowever, no aceess to the town; and the tnxjps 
remained there as in a ad-dO'Sac^ the lodgment being 
covered fiom Ae EngliBh and Tinldsb fire by a woric 
oonstmoted partly of packs of cotton, partly of the 
deed bodies of the shdn, built up abng with tbem. 

At this critical nuxnent, a fleet, beaiing reuifiirce< 
ments loi^ hoped fiv and much needed^ appeared 
in view €£ the garrison. Tbcry contained Turkish 
troops under the command of Hassan Bey« Yet 
near as thqr were, the danger was imnnneiit that Acre 
m^;ht be taken ere diey could land. To prevent snch 
a misfiirtune, Sb ffidney Smith in person peooeeded 
to die disputed tower, at the head of a body of Britidi 
seamen, armed with pikes. Tfaey united themselves 
to a corps of brave Tmdks, who defiended the breach 
rather with heavy stones than With other wespons. 
The heap of ruins which divided the contending par- 
ties served as a breast^work to botiu The monies 

rfthe muskets touched eadi other* and the snear* 
heads of the Standards wens k)dmd t(^{edier. Atthis 
moment one of the Turkish regiments of Hassan^s 
army, wUdi had by tins time landed^ made a sortie 
upon the French ; and though they were driven badr, 
yet the diversion occasioned 
from their lodgment 
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Abandoning the ill-omened tower, which had cost 
the besiegerB so many men, Buonaparte now tamed 
his efforts towards a conridoable breach that had been 
effected in the curtain, and which promised a more 
easy entrance. It proved, indeed, but too easy ; fiir 
Djezzar Pacha opposed to the assault on this occasion 
a new mode of tactics. Confiding in his superior num- 
bers, he suffered the French, who were commanded 
by the intrepid General Lannes, to surmount the 
breach without opposition, by which they penetrated 
into the body of the place. They had no sooner en« 
tered, than a numerous body of Turks mingled among 
them with loud shouts; and ere they had time or 
room to avail themselves of their discipline, brought 
them into that state of dose fightmg, where strength 
and agility are superior to every other acquirement* 
The Turks, wielding the sabre in one hand, and the 
poniard in theother, cut topiecesalmost all the French 
who had entered. General Rambaud lay a headless 
corpse in the breach — ^Lannes was with difficulty 
brought off, severely wounded. The Turks gave no 
quarter ; and instantly cutting the heads off of those 
whom they slew, carried them to the Pacha, who sat 
in public distributing money to those who brought 
him these bloody trophies, which now lay piled in 
heaps around him* This was the sixth assault upon 
these tottering and blood-stained ramparts. *^ Vio- 
tory,^' said Napoleon, ^^ is to the most persevering ;? 
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and, contnffy to the advice of Eleber, he resolyed 
upon another and yet more desperate attack. 

On the Slst May the final effi>rt was made. The 
attack of the morning failed, and Colonel Veneux re- 
newed it at midday. " Be assured,^ said he to Buo* 
naparte, <^ Acre shall be yours to-night, or Veneux will 
die on the breach.^* He kept his word at the cost of 
his life. Bon was also slain^ whose division had been 
the executioners of the garrison of Jaffa. The French 
now retreated, dispirited, and despairing of success. 
The contest had been carried on at half a musket shot 
distance ; and the bodies of the dead lying around, 
putrified under the burning sun, and spread dis« 
ease among the survivors. An attempt was made 
to establish a suspension of arms for removing this 
horrible annoyance. Miot says that the Pacha re- 
turned no answer to the proposal of the French. 
According to Sir Sidney Smithes official reports, the 
armistice fer this huinane purpose was actually 
agreed on, but broken off by the French firing upon 
those who were engaged in the melancholy office, 
and then rushing on to make their last unsuccessful 
charge and assault upon the breach* This would 
have been a crime so useless, and would have tended 
so much to the inconvenience of the French them- 
selves, that we cannot help suspecting some misun- 
derstanding had occurred, and that the interruption 
was under a wrong conception of the purpose of the 
working party. 
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Tbis is the mitte ptobafale» as Sir Sidaey 
who leports the mnmntftnce, was not «t lUs time 
disposed to pot the best oonstniclion on any action 
of Bnonaparte^a, who^ on the other hand, r^atded 
the Biitiflh aeaman with pecofiar didike, and eiren 
malignily. The caoae of petaonal qoanel betwixt 
than waa rather ringuhv. 

Baoiiqpaite had addressed the Bolgeeta of Adbmet 
Djeiiair*s parhalilr, in terms inciting diem to le- 
volt) and join die French ; yet was mnch oBended 
when, imitatJng his own policy, the Pacha and Sir 
Sidney Smith caosed letters to be sent into his cam^ 
befiire Acre, mnpng his soldiers to mntiny and de- 
sertion. Sir Sidney also puUished a proclamation to 
the Druses, and other inhaMtants of the country, 
caUing on them to trust the fidth of a Christiacn 
knight, rather thai^ that of an unprincipled ren^ado. 
Nettled at these insults, Buonaparte declared that the 
English commodore was mad ; and, according to his 
account. Sir Sidney replied by sending him a chal* 
lenge. The French general scomfolly reftised this in* 
vitation, unless the challenger would bring M arlbo** 
rough to meet him, but offered to send one of his 
grenadiers to indulge the Englishman's desire of sin- 
gle combat The good taste of the challenge may 
be doubted, if indeed such was ever sent ; but the 
scorn of the reply ought to have been mitigated, con- 
sidering it was addressed to one, in consequence of 
whose dauntless and determined opposition Buona- 
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pftrte'fi fitvoaxite otged had fioled, and who was pie- 
scndy to oompel lum finr the first time to an in^- 
rioiis retreat 

A^wtilwT cahmmy « (oieidated bv BucniaDarte i wm ^ m t 
the English oommodare, was, that Sir Sidnqr SmiUi 
had endesvomed to expose his Fxendi piisonerB to 
llie infection of the phigne, bjr pladng them in tob* 
ads where thtft dieadfiil contagiim pfevailsd. This 
eharge had no other foondalaon, than in Buoni^arte^s 
wish, by spteading soch a scandal, to break off all 
eommnmcation between the commodore and the dis- 
contented of his own army. After the heat escited by 
their angry collision had long subsided, it is anmslng 
to find Napoleon, when in the idaad of Saint He» 
lena, declaring, that his opinion of Sir Sidney Smith 
was altered fi>r the better, smce he had become ac- 
qnaioted with the rest of his countrymen, and that 
he now conddered him as a worthy sort of man— for 
an T<*^«irKi^"M»^"- 

The siege of Acre had now ccmtinued sixly days 
dnee the opening of the trenches. The besiqjers had. 
marched no less than eight times to the assault, while 
eleven desperate sallies were evidence of the obstinacy 
of the defence. Several of the best French generals 
were killed; among the rest Cafikrelli,* for whom 



* Gaffiffdli was shot in the elhow, and ^ed of the axnpatatioD 
of Che limb. He had befoie lost a leg, wUeh indooed the Fiaidi 
AoldieTfif who disliked hhn w oii« of the principal eootilfen of the 
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Buonaparte had particular esteem; and the army was 
greatly reduced by the sword and the plague, wliich 
raged at once among their devoted bands. Retreat 
became inevitable. Yet Buonaparte endeavoured to 
give it such a colouring as might make the measure 
seem voluntary. Sometimes he announced that his 
purpose of going to Acre was sufficiently accomplish- 
ed when he had battered down the palace of the Pa- 
cha ; at other times he affirmed he had left the whole 

town a hifeap of ruins ; and finally, he informed the 

• 

Directory that he could easily have taken the place, 
but the plague being raging within its walls, and it 
being impossible to prevent the troops from seising 
on infected clothes for part of their bootyi he had ra- 
ther declined the capture of Acre, than run the risk 
of introducing this horrid malady among his solidiers. 
.What his real feelings must have been, while cover- 
ing his chagrin with such flimsy pretexts, may be 
conjectured from the following frank avowal to. his 
attendants in Saint Helena. Speaking of the de- 
pendence of the most important affairs on the most 
trivial, he remarks, that the mistake of the captain 



Egyptian expedition, to say, when they saw him hobble past, '^ He, 
at least, need care little about the matter — ^he is sure to have one foot 
in France." He had some days delirium before he died ; but Count 
Las Casas reports, that whenever Buonaparte was announced, his 
presence— nay, his name alone — seemed to cure the wanderings of 
the patient's spirit, and that this phenomenon was renewed so often 
M.t^ General made him a visit. 
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of a frigate, who bore away, instead of fordng his pas- 
sage to the place of bis destination, bad prevented 
the fiice of the world from being totally changed. 
** Acre," he said, " would otherwise have been ta- 
ken—the French army would have flown to Damas- 
cus and Aleppo— -in a twinkling of an eye they would 
Lave been on the Euphrates— the Syrian Christiang 
would have joined us— the Druses, the Armenians 
would have united with us.""— Some one replied, 
^^ we nUght have been reinforced to the number of 
a hundred thousand men.^-^<< Say six hundred thou- 
sand,^ said the Emperor ; << who can calculate the 
amount ? I would have reached Constantinople and 
the Indies — I would have changed the face of the 
world.''* 



• Las Casas* Jimmal de la Vie Priv^, &c de Napoleon, torn. I. 
partie seconde, p. 384. The extravagance of Napoleon's plan una- 
voidably reminds us of the vanity of human wishes. The cause to 
which he ascribes it iff the mistake of a captain of a frigate, who, in. 
stead of forcingliis way to Acre, against the opposition of two ships 
of the line, was unfortunately taken by them. This is a mode of 
reasoning which 'Napoleon was very ready to adopt The mis- 
carriage of his plans was seldom imputed by him to the success- 
ful wisdom or valour of an enemy, but to some accidental circum- 
stance, or blunder, which deranged the scheme which must otherwise 
have been infallible. Some of. his best generals, were of a different 
opinion, and considered the rashness of the attack upon Acre, as in. 
volving the certainty of failure. Kleber is reported to have said, that 
the Turks defended themsdves with the skill of Christians, and that 
the French attacked like Turks. 

2 
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mi ri« he hii liwii i do— Ac f 
^ ; M «Mr dw> kK ^mved ke k^ kA tW ^^ 
tvwB • be^ of ma> ; and fias&T, W iiAned tkc 
DsnOAy th« he OKtid cnilj knc Ufcoi Jkt |iliii, 
hs tbe Blacnc hc ii ig luiiK wiiliia its nih, jad it 
boBg iaponble to pnrcnt the tioofM fitoM aamtg 
im is£KteddoUie»&r pntof tbmboa^tkehadn- 
tbcT drdineJ the esptaie of Acre, thaa nm die nd 
of intndacii^ tfak hanid aaUdj aaM% las aoldien. 
What Ma Rol fedii^ mmt have heai, while cow- 
ii^ bis diagiin with ■nch fiimiy preteztsi nay be 
oonjcctttied fiom the foUowing frank aTow«l to his 
attendants in Sunt Helaia. Speaking of the de- 
pendetice t^ the meet important a^in on the moet 
trivia!, tic remarks, that the mistake uf the capC^u 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Disetushn oofnoernhng ihe alleged Poisoning of (I0 Sk^ in 
ti$ Boipitab at Jafftu^Napoieon aequUM 0/ lie CStoys. 
'^French Army re-enter Cairo on the IM June^^^BeirO' 
spect of what had taken place in Upper and Lower Egypt 
during his Absence.'^Ineursion qf Murad B^.— -18^000 
Twrks occupy Aboukin^^Attat^eed and defeated by Buatuh 
parte^This Victory terminates Napoleon's Career in Egypt. 
'^Fiews of his Situation there after that BatUej^Admiral 
€hmtiheaume receives Orders to medee ready fbr Sea^On 
the 23d August, Napoleon embarks for Eranoef kaioinQ 
Kleber and Menoujirst andseoond in Command qfthe Army 
^^Arrives in Ajaceio, in Corsica, on the 30th September, 
and lande at Frejus, in France, on^M CMober* 

The retreat from before Acre was conducted wkh 
equal skill and secrecy, though Buonaparte was com- 
pelled to leave behind his heavy cannon, which he 
^ther buried or threw into the sea. But by a ru- 
mour which long prevailed in the French army, he 
was alleged to have tsken a far more extraozdinary 
measure of preparation for retreat, by destroying with 

8 
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ofivm the fticjt 10 dM liodpilitd^ iHko cotild Botf m«Mh 
aki^ with the army* 

This triniBAciioii i§ oM to have^tatkiiFpbM under 
the fdlowiiig carctnastaneesi Tba riege of Aere be* 
ing raised on the 120th of Msy 1799$ the French ar- 
my retraated to Jafih, "wh&te their milksfy hespitak 
bad been established dttrfaig the siege. ' Upon the 
27th, Baonapavte was under the neceanty of eoMi« 
nrnng lis retreat, and* in the meantime suth of the 
patients as were eonraleseeftt were sent forward on 
the road to Egypt, under the necessary precantiiMui 
for their safety. There remained an indefinite num^ 
ber, reaching at the greatest computation to ht^ 
twixt twisty and thirty, but stated by Buom^arte 
hinmdf to be <»ily seven, whose condition was despe* 
rate^ Their cKsease was the pbigoe, and to eany them 
onward, seemed to threaten' the army with mftetion ; 
while to leave them behind, was abandoning themt to 
the craelty of the Turks, by whom all stragglers and 
prisoners were crudly murdered, often with protraet* 
ed torture. It was on this occasion that Buonaparte 
submitted to Deq;enettes, chief of the medical staff, 
the propi^iety of ending the victims^ iriaery by a dose 
of opium. The physician answered, with the heroiam 
bekn^ng to his profession, that his art taught him 
how to cure men, not how to kill them. 

The {HTOposal was agreeably to Buonaparte^s prin- 
ciples, who, adyocating the Ifgfdity of suicide^ na- 

VOL. IV. H 
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turally might believe, that if a man has a right to 
relieve himself of intolerable evils by depriving him- 
self of life» a general or a mcmarch may deal forth 
that measure to his soldiers at subjects, which' he 
would think it advisable to act upon in his own case. 
It was consistoit, also, with his character, rath^ to 
look at results than at the measures which were to 
produce them, and to consider in many cases the 
end as an excuse for the means. ** I would have 
desired such a relief for myself in the same circum- 
stances,^ he said to Mr Warden. To O^Meara he 
aflSrmed, ^^ that he would have taken such a step even 
with respect to his own son.^ The fallacy of this 
reasoning is demonstrable ; but Buonaparte was sa- 
ved firem acting on it by the resistance of Desgenettes. 
A rear-guard was left to protect these unhappy men ; 
and the English found some of them alive, who, if • 
Desgenettes had been more compliant, would have 
been poisoned by their physician. If Buonaparte was 
guilty of entertwiing such a purpose, whether en- 
tertained from indifiPerence to human life, or from 
wild and misdirected ideas of humanity, he met an 
appropriate punishment in the general belief which 
long subsisted, that the deed had been actually car- 
ried into execution, not in the persons of a few expi- 
ring wretches only, but upon several hundred men. 
Miot says the report was current in the French army, 
—Sir Robert Wilson found it credited among their 
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officers, when, they became the English prisoners,— » 
and Count Las Casas admits it was generally believed 
by the soldiers. But though popular credulity eagerly 
receives whatever stories are marked by the horrible 
and wonderfiil, history, on the contrary, demands 
direct evidence, and the existence of powerful mo* 
tives, for whatever is beyond the ordinary bounds of 
credibility. The poisoning of five or six hundred men 
is neither easily managed nor easily concealed ; and 
why should the French leader have had recourse to it^ 
since, like many a retreating general before him, he 
had only to leave the patients for whom he had not 
the means of transportation ? To poijson the sick and 
helpless, must have destroyed his interest with the 
remainder of his soldiers ; whereas, to have left them 
to their fate, was a matter too customary, and too 
much considered as a point of necessity, to create 
any discontent* among those, whose interest, as well 



* Miot gives a melaneholy, but too true a picture, of the indifier. 
ence with which soldiers, when on a retreat, regard the suffertngs of 
those whose strength does not enable them to keep up with the 
march. He describes a man, affected by the fear of being left to the 
cruelties of the Turks, snatching up his knapsack, and staggering 
after the column to which he belonged, while his glazed eye, uncer* 
tain motion, and stumbling pace, excited the fear of some, and the 
ridicule o£ others. *'*' His account is made up,** said one of his com- 
rades, as he reeled about amongst them like a drunkard. *' He will 
not make a long march of it," said another. And when, after more 
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M tbfll of thar genendj omnitfed in motuig on lit 
fiut M posfiiUe. Again, hmi luek a» faofriUb 0sSfe* 
dicnt been liad lecourteto^ it could mot hsme escaped 
the knowledge of Sir Sidney Smith, who would not 
have failed to give the horrid fact {laUidtyy were it 
only to retaliate upon Buonaparte for .the seandalous 
accusationd which he had circulated a^jainst the Eng- 
liah. But though be mentions rarious complaints 
which the prisoners made against their general, and 
though he states himself to hare fonnd seven men alive 
in the hospitals at Jaffa, (being apparently die veiy 
persons whom it had been proposed to dispateh by 
opium,) he says not a word of what he would doubt- 
less have told not imwillingly, had there been ground 
for belkving it. Neither, among the numcious per- 
sons to whom the truth must be known, has any orie 
come forward since Buonaparte'*s fall, who could give 
the least evidence to anth^ticate the report other- 
wise than as a rumour, that had sprung out of the 
unjustifiable proposal which had indeed been made 
by Buonaparte to Desgenettes, but never adied Apon. 
The same patient and impartial investigation, there- 



than one fbU, he at length became unable to rise, the observation, 
that '^ he had taken up his quarters," was all the moan which it 
was thought necessary to make. It is in these cases, as Miot justly 
obtoves, that indifference and selfishness become universal ; and he 
that would be comfortable must manage to rely on his own ezer. 
tions, and, above all, to remain in good health. 
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fore, wUieh ccMupek ua to reedffi lliat ihe masQacre of 
Ae Tmklah prisonefii in cold blood is fidly pr9Ted, ^ 
mduces ub to declare, that the poiponing of the sick 
at Jaffa has heen affivmed without auflKdent evidence. 

Baonaparte contioiied his retreat bom Syria, an* 
noyed by the natiyes, vho harassed his march, and 
letoliatiiig Ae iiijjuiies which he reodived, by plun- 
dering and faNuming die villages vhich lay in the 
course of his march* He left Jaflb on the S8th May, 
and upon the 14th Jime le-enfeered Cairo, with a re- 
putation not so much inoreaaed by the victory at 
Mount Tabor, as diminishedandauUiedfwr the time 
by the retreat from Aere« 

Lower Egypt, during ike absaiee ef Buwaparto, 
had remained undisturbed) unless by partial insur- 
reetiotts. Inoneof theseaniaqiiostQrpevBonatedthat 
ayslerieiiis individual, the Imaum Mobadi« of whom 
the Orientals fadUeve that be is not dead, but is 
destined to retumaad CMibat Antkbrist, before the 
cottsummataon of aU things takes p laoe. This pre- 
tender to supematucal pow^, as weU SA others who 
placed themselves al die head jcif insurrections with- 
out such high pretenrions, was completely defeated ; 
and the French dwwed the greatest severity in pur 
nishing their fidloweas, and the eauntry which had 
fiunuahed them wiA partisaoa. 

In Upper Egypt there had been more obstinate 
contention. M|ur«d Bey, abeady m^MJoned as the 
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ablest chief of the Mamelukes, had maintained him* 
self in that country with a degree of boldness and 
sagadty, which gave the French much trouble. His' 
fine force of cavalry enabled him to advance or're- 
treat at pleasure, and his perfect acquaintance with 
the country added much to his advantage. 

Dessaiz, sent against Murad after the battle of 
the Pyramids, had again defeated the Mameluke 
chief at Sedinan, where was once more made evi- 
dent the superiority of European discipline over the 
valour of the irregular cavalry of the East. Still the 
destruction of the enterprising Bey was far from com- 
plete. Reinforced by a body of cavalry, Dessaiz, in 
the month of December 1798, again attacked him, and, 
after a number of encounters, terminating generally 
to the advantage of the French, the remaining Mame* 
lukes, with their allies the Arabs, were at length com- 
pelled to take shelter in the Desert. Egypt seemed en- 
tirely at the command of the French ; and Cosseir, a 
sea-port on the Red Sea, had been taken possession 
of by a flotilla, fitted out to command that gulf. 

Three or four weeks after Buonaparte^s return from 
Syria, this flattering state of tranquillity seefmed on 
the point of being ^sturbed. Murad Bey, re-enter- 
ing Upper Egypt with his Mamelukes and allies, 
descended the Nile in two bodies, one occupying 
each bank of the river* Ibrahim Bey, formerly his 
partner in the government of Egypt, made a oorre- 
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sponding movement towards the frontiers of Syria, 
as if to commimicate with the right-hand division of 
Murad'^s army. La Grange was dispatched against 
the Mamelukes who occupied the right bank, while 
Murat marched against those who, under the Bey 
himself, were descending the Nile. The French were 
entertained at the idea of the two Murats, as they 
termed them, from the similarity of their names, 
meeting and encountering each other ; but the Ma- 
meluke Murad retreated before Le Beau Sabreur 
-—the handsome swordsman— of the French army. 
• Meantime the cause of this incursion was explain- 
ed by the appearance of a Turkish fleet off Alexan- 
dria, who disembarked eighteen thousand men at 
Aboukir. This Turkish army possessed themselves 
of the fort, and proceeded to fortify themselves, ex- 
pecting the arrival of the Mamelukes, according to 
the plan which had previously been adjusted for ex- 
pelling the French from Egypt. This news reached 
Buonaparte near the Pyramids, to which he had ad- 
vanced, in order to ensure the destruction of Murad 
Bey. The arrival of the Turks instantly recalled him 
to Alexandria, whence he marched to Aboukir to re- 
pel the invaders. He joined his army, which had 
assembled from all points within a short distance of 
the Turkbh camp, and was employed late in the 
night making preparations for the battle on the next 
morning. Murat was alone with Buonaparte,' when 
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die liMt tuddflidy isiide ibe eneulvr i}9ei^ 

bow it ma, tUs bnule will A^dOo Abe fine of ibe 

^ Tbfi ftte ofihii amy, nt leMlC vofdiod MimH, 
Fhp ^d not eoiqireli«iid Buoo^purte^a «raret mcttft- 
uig, „ JPiit tbe Turks jure witbont beese^ and if ever 
ioftnftry were dmrged to ibe teetb by i»fyaby« Ihey 
shfdl be fio duuiged to-iaorrow by laiiie;^ 

Napoleon^fl meaning, boweyec, irefearad aot^ io 
Egypt alone, but to Europe % to whicb be piobaUf 
aineady mecfitated an unexpeoked retion, wlucfli aauit 
baTobom proTented bad be not anceeeded in <4Mnr 
iflg ibe inoBt oomplete tiiuBipli o^nor tb« TinAas. Tlie 
leaving bk Egyptian wrmy, a duUooa et^ at beet, 
would baye been ^dtogetber indefensible bad time 
nnnaiiied an <enemy in their front. 

Next naunkig, being tbe S5tb Jnly, Bnonpaale 
eonunenoed an attack on tbe adTanoed pesta i^ the 
enemy, and saeceeded in dnying Ibem in vpon tbe 
main body, wbicb was commanded t^ Srid Mustapha 
Paohal In Aeir first attadc, tbe Frendi weie eno- 
nentSy aaoeessfid, and pursued the fiigitire Tuda 
to their entrennhments, doing great execution. But 
when the batteries opened upon them from the tren(di<* 
es, while they were at ^ same time exposed to dm 
fire from the gun-boats in the bay, dieir impetnosify 
wM checked, and the Turks sallying out upon tbem 
widi tbeir muskets dung U thefar backst nuide audi 
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bavoe sbmi^ tke Fmnck wkli tkeb aabm, poiiiiidf , 
aadi pistols, jm eompeHed tiian to retreat la tbeir 
turn. The adyantage was lost bjr the eagerness of 
the baifafoiaiis to possess themselvies of ihe heads of 
their fallen enetaoies, for whioh they lecehre a eertaw 
rewasd. Hvy thsew ihensehres ixmfesedljr out of 
theoBtraQchiaentsto obtaw ihcae Moody testimonials, 
and were in condderable disorder^ when the Fienoh 
anddonly rallied, diaxged them with great fiiry , dioTe 
diem back into the works, and seakd die aamparta 
fdong witli tihem. 

Murat had made good lii|s promise of the prece- 
ding evening, and had been ever in the fipcmt of the 
battle. When the French had animouated the en- 
trenchments, he focmed a cdhimu'which vemsed the 
position of the Turks, and presung diem widi the 
bayonet, threw diem into utter and nextrioaUe con- 
ftuion. Fired upon and attacked on ^rery poii^, 
they became, inatc»id of an army, a oonfased rabble, 
who, in die impetuosity of animal terror, direw 
themselves by bondreds and by thousands into the 
sea, which at once seemed compered with turbans. It 
was no longer a batde^ hot a massacre; anditwasoidy 
when wearied widi daughter that quarter was gmn 
to about six thousand meur^die rest of the Turkkh 
army, originally consiBting of eighteen thousuid, pe- 
rished on die field or in the waves. Mustapha Pacha 
was taken, andoarried in triiunph before Buonaparte. 
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The haughty Turk had not lost his pride with his 
fortunes. ^^ I will take care to inform the Sultan/' 
said the victor, meaning to be courteous, '^of the 
^courage you displayed in this battle, though it has 
•been your mishap to lose it^ 

*^ Thou may'st save thyself the trouble,^ ansmrer' 
•ed the prisoner, haughtily ; " my master knows me 
better than thou canst^ 

Buonaparte returned in triumph to C«ro on the 
^th August; having, however, as he continued to 
represent himself friendly to the Porte, previously 
set on foot a negotiation for liberation of the Turk- 
ish prisoners. 

This splendid and most decisive victory of Abou- 
kir concluded Napoleon^s career in the East. It 
was imperiously necessary, ere he could have ven- 
tured to quit the command of his army, with the hope 
of preserving his credit with the public ; and it ena- 
hied him to plead that he left Egypt for the time in 
absolute security. 

His military views had indeed been uniformly suc- 
cessftil ; and Egypt was under the dominion of France 
as completely as the sword could subject it. For two 
years afterwards, like the strong man in the parable, 
they kept the house which they had won, until in 
there came a stronger, by whom they were finally 
and forcibly expelled. 

But though the victory over the Turks afforded the 
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French for the time undisturbed possession of Egypt, 
the situation of Buonaparte no longer permitted 
him those brilliant and immense prospects, in which 
his imagination loved to luxuriate. His troops were 
considerably weakened, and the miscarriage at Acre 
dwelt on the recollection of the survivors. The 
inarch upon Constantinople was now an imposaibility, 
that to India an empty dream. To establish a French 
colony in Egypt, of which Buonaparte sometimes 
talked, and to restore the Indian traffic to the shores 
of the Red Sea, thus sapping the sources of British 
prosperity in India, was a work for the time of peace, 
when the necessary communication was not impeded 
by the naval superiority of England. The French 
General had established, indeed, a Chamber of Com- 
merce ; but what commerce could take place from a 
closely blockaded harbour ? Indeed, even in a more 
propitious season, the establishment of a pacific co- 
lony was no task for the ardent and warlike Napo- 
leon, who, although his active spirit was prompt in 
striking out commercial schemes, was not possess- 
ed of the patience or steadiness necessary to carry 
them to success. It follows, that if he remained in 
Egypt, his residence there must have resembled'the 
situation of a governor in a large city, threatened in- 
deed, but as yet in no danger of being besieged, where 
the only fame which can be acquired is that due to 
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pnidenft Wild i^eni YipUooo. Thi« wovU b« • past 
whieh no young or anbitiouffQUybr would ooT#tt pnK 
Ytding b« biwl tbe cb/oice of bdug engaged in mac« 
actiTe service. On th^ other hsnd, fTom eyentsirlddb 
we shall endei^roiur to trace in the next cbqvter, there 
opened a scene of ambition in France, which permit- 
ted an almost boundless extent of hopes and wiahea. 
Thus Napolem had the choice either of becoming • 
candidate for one of the great^t prises which die 
world afibrded-**Hhe supreme authority in that iSne 
country— «r of remaining the governor of a defensiTe 
army in Egypt, waiting the arrival of scune new in- 
vaders«-£nglisb» Russians, or Turks» to diispute his 
Qonquest with hjim^ Had be chosen this latter line of 
conduct, he might have soon found himself the vasstt) 
of Moreau, or some other military adventurer, (per- 
biqps from his own Itaban army,) who, venturing on 
the course from which he had himself withdrawn* 
had attained to the government of France, and migbit 
soon have been issuing orders from the Luxembouijg 
or the Tuilleries to General Biionapiirte, in the style 
of a soverdgn to bis subject. 

There remained to he separated those strong 
ues, which were formed betwixt Napoleon and the 
army which he had so often led to victory, and 
who unquestionably thought he had cast his lot to 
Uve or die vitb thm* But ut^ubtedly he m^t 
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I^aliiAte his d«iMUrlitre by tfai? considmitiMr, thrfti he 
left tbem fictoriotn oret their bdaBtM enemy, nd 
without the chflcnee of beings speedily gamnioBed t^ 
the field; andwecAtifKeno Yeasotifbr suppefiitig) as 
has been alleged, that atiytMiig like fear had an in- 
fluenee in inducmg Napoleon^s deserdon, as it has 
been termed, of his army. We cannot, indeed, gire 
him credit foit the absolute and pure derire of setring 
and saving France, which ia daimed by hia m«re de- 
voted adherents, as the sole motive of his return to 
Europe ; but we have no doebt that some feelings of 
this kind->--to which, as we are powerftd in deeetving 
ourselves, he himself might afford more wright than 
they deserved—^mingled with his more selfish hopes, 
and that he took this important step with the desire of 
serving his country, as well as of advancing Us own 
interest. Nor should it be forgotten, that the welfare 
even of the Egyptian army, as well as his own ambi- 
tious views, required that he should try his fortune at 
Paris. If he did not personally exert himself there, 
it seemed highly probaUe some revolution might take 
place, in which one of the consequences might be, 
that the victors of Egypt, deserted hy their country- 
men, should be compelled to lay down their arms. 

The circtunstances in which Buonaparte^s resolu^ 
tion is said to have originated, as related by himself, 
were singularly fortuitous. Some intercourse took 
place with the Turkish fleet, in consequence c^ his 
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sending the wounded Turks on board, and Sir Sidney 
Smith, by way of taunting the French general with 
the successes of the Russians in Italy, sent him a set 
of newspapers containing an account of Sawarrow'^s 
victories, and a deplorable view of the French affiurs 
on the continent. If we may trust other authorities, 
however, to be quoted in their proper place, he al- 
ready knew the state of a£Pairs, both in Italy and 
France, by his own secret correspondence with Paris, 
informing him not only of thef military reverses which 
the armies of the latter country had sustained, but of 
the state of parties, and of the public mind, — ^intelli- 
gence of greater utility and accuracy than could have 
been communicated by the English newspapers. 

Howsoever his information was derived, Buona- 
parte lost no time in acting upon it, with all the se* 
crecy which a matter of such importance required. 
Admiral Gantheaume, who had been with the army 
ever since the destruction of the fleet, received the 
GeneraVs orders to make ready for sea, with all pos- 
sible dispatch, two frigates then lying in the har- 
bour of Alexandria. 

Meantime, determined to preserve his ciedit with 
the Institute, and to bring evidence pf what he 
had done for the cause of science, Buonaparte com- 
manded Monge, who is said to have suggested the 
eiqpedition, and the accomplished Denon, who be- 
came its histprian, with Bcrthollet, to prepare to 



NAi'OLKON B|fONAPA«TK. 1^7 

accompany him to Alexandria. Of military chiefs,, 
he selected the Generals Berthier, Murat, Lannes^ 
Marmont, Dessaix, Andreossy, and Bessieres, the 
best and most attached of his officers. He left 
Cairo as soon as he heard the frigates were ready 
and the sea open, making a visit to the Delta the^ 
pretext of his tour. £leber and Menou, whom he 
meant to leave first and sectond in command, were 
appointed to meet him at Alexandria. But he had an^ 
interview with the latter only. 

Kleber, an excellent soldier, and a man of consi- 
derable parts, was much displeased at the hasty and 
disordered manner in which the command of an im- 
portant province, and a diminished army, were thrust 
upon him, and remonstrated, in a letter to the Di« 
rectory, upon the severid points of the public service, 
which, by his conduct on this occasion, Buonaparte 
had neglected or endangered. Napoleon afterwards 
laboured hard to answer the accusations which these 
remonstrances implied, and to prove, that, in leaving 
the Egyptian army, he had no intention of abandon- 
ing it ; on the contrary, that he intended either to 
return in person, or to send powerful succours. 
He blamed Gantheaume, at a later period, for not 
having made his way from Toulon to Alexandria, 
with reinforcements and supplies. But Buonaparte, 
slow to see what contradicted a favourite project, 
could never be made to believe, unless when in the 
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▼cry aet of ^qperiilicuif it, that the tupdridfiiT* of 
tlie British nsrsl p^wer depencb upon cftrcttmstaBeer 
totally different fiom those which cnra be removed by 
equal courage, or even equal skill, on the paH ^ the 
French naval officers, and that until it be remonred, 
it will be at great hasard that France shdl cYer At- 
tesspt to retain a province so distant as Egypt 

Napoleon left behind him » short prodamatioii^ 
af^rising the army that news of importance firmn 
France had recalled him to Europe, but that Ansy 
should soon hear tidings of him* He exhorted 
them in the meantime to have confidence in thcmr 
neir commaider, who possessed, he ssid, hb good 
opinion, and that of the government, and in these 
terms he bade them farewell Two frigates, La Mui- 
ron and LaCarere, being ready for sea, the General 
embarked from an unfrequented part of the beach on 
the 28d August Menou, who had met him there, 
came to Denon and others, who had attendied the ten*, 
desvous without knowing exactly its purpose, m they 
were ga^bg in surprise at the unusual sight ^ two 
French frigates ready to put to sea, and inform* 
ed them with i^tsdon that Bnonapatte waited f<tf 
them« They followed as in a dream ; bnt Denon had 
already secured that mass of measurements, drawings, 
manuscripts, and olgeets of antiquarian and scientific 
curiosity, which afterwards enabted him to complete 
the sfdendid woric, which now contains the only pCN 

10 
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manent or uiefol fhiita of the memorable ei^pediti(m 
to Egypt 

Ere the frigates were far from land, they were re- 
connoitred by an English corvette, a eircumstanoe 
which seemed of evil augury. Buonaparte assured 
his companions, by his usual allusions to his own 
destiny* ^* We will arrive safe,^ he said ; ^' Fortune 
will never abandon us— we will arrive safe in de- 
spite of the enemy .^ 

To avoid the English cruisers, the vessels coasted 
the shores of Africa,^and the wind was so contrary, 
that they made but an hundred lei^es in twenty days. 
During this time Buonaparto studied alternately the 
Bible and the Koran, more solicitous, it seemed, about 
the history of the countries which he had left behind, 
than the part which he was to play in that to whidi he 
was hastening. At length they ventured to stand 
northward, and on the SOth September, they entered, 
by singular chance, the portof Ajaccio in Corsica, and 
Buonaparte found himself near his native city.* On 
the 7th October, they again put to sea, but, upon ap- 
proaching the French coast, they found themselves in 



* The natiTes came off in numben to see their iUustrions eouD- 
tryman, hut as he does not appear to have landed, his transient pre* 
aeoce in the harbour formed no exception to what is said in toL III! 
p. 23, of his not rcvisitiiig his own countrjr. 

VOL. IV. I 
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the neighbourhood of » iM]tiadh»D of English men-of. 
war. The admiral would have tacked about, to retam 
to Corsica. << To do so,"" said Buonaparte^ ^' would 
be to take the road to England — I am seeking that to 
France.^ He probably meant that the manoeuvre 
would attract the attention of the Englieh. They 
kq)t on their comrse ; but the peril of being captured 
seemed so imminent, that, though still several leagues 
from the shore, Gantheaume proposed to man his 
long-boat, in order that the General might attempt 
his escape in her. Buonaparte observed, that that 
measure might be deferred till the case was more 
desperate. 

At length, they passed, unsuspected and unques- 
tioned, through the hostile squadron, and on the 9th 
October, at ten in the morning, he on whose fate the 
world so long seemed to depend, landed at St Rapheau, 
nearFrejus. He had departed at the headof apowerful 
fleet, and a victorious army, on an expedition design- 
ed to alter the destinies of the most ancient nations 
of the world. The result had been far from commen- 
surate to the means employed — The fleet had perish- 
ed — the army was blockaded in a distant province^ 
when their arms were most necessary at home. He 
returned clandestinely, and almost alone ; yet Provi- 
dence designed that, in this apparently deserted con- 
dition, he should be the instrument of more exten- 
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sive and more astonishing changes, than the efibrts of 
the greatest conquerors had ever before been aUe to 
effect upon the civilized world. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Hetroipect of Public JEwnii Hnce the d^Mrture iff Napoietm 
far Egypt — Inwuum and Conquest of Switsserland. — Sei^ 
mire qf Turin.-^Eoppulnon of the Pope.-^The NeapoiUane 
declare War against France-^re defeated^-'and the French 
enter Naples.^-IHsgraceful Avarice exhibited by the Diree^ 
tory-^partUmlarly in their Negotiations ufith the United 
States of America — Are unsuccessful, and thHr shame made 
pubUc—Hussia comes forward in the general Cause — J^er 
Strength and Resources, — Beverses of the French in Italy, 
and on the Bhine, — Insurrections in Belgium and SoUand 
against the French. — AngkhBussian Eapedition sent to 
HoUand.-^The Chouans again in the field, — Great and uni^ 
versal Unpopult^rity of the Directory, — State of Parties in 
France, — Law of Hostages, — Abbe Sieges becomes one qf the 
Directory — His Character and Genius. — Description of the 
Constitution proposed by him for the Year Three^^Ducos, 
Gohiery and Moulins, also introduced into the Directory, — 
Family of Napoleon strive to keep him in the BecoUection 
of the People, — Favourable Change in the French Affairs. — 
Holland evacuated by, the AnglO'fiussian Army^ — Korea* 
how defeated by Massenfi — and Suwarrow retreats btfore 
JLecourbe* 

When Napoleon accepted what was to be consi- 
dered as a doom of honourable banishment, in the 
popi^and of the Egyptian expe^tion, \us ^tnjiwered to 
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those fiiends who adrised him rather to stay and 
assert a pre-eminent station in the government at 
home, ^^ that the firoit was not ripe.^ The seventeen 
months, or thereabouts, of his absence, had done much 
to complete the maturity which was formerly imper- 
fect. The French government had ceased to be in- 
variably victorious, and at times had saJDGered internal 
changes, which, instead of restoring the national con* 
fidence, had only induced a general expectation of 
some farther and decisive revolution, that should for 
ever overthrow the Directorial system. 

When Buonaparte sailed for £gypt, he left France 
at peace with Austria, and those negotiations pro* 
ceeding at Radstadt, which no one then doubted 
would settle on a pacific footing the affairs of Ger- 
many. England alone remained hostile to France ; 
but the former being victorious on the sea, and the 
latter upon the land, it seemed as if the war must 
languish and die of itself, unless there had been a 
third element, of which the rivals might have dis- 
puted the possession. But though the interests of 
France, as well as of humanity, peremptorily de- 
manded peace, her rulers, feeling that their own tot- 
tering condition would be rendered still more preca* 
rious by the disbanding their numerous armies, re- 
solved to continue the war in a new quarter. 

Under the most flimsy and injurious pretexts, 
they attacked the neutral States of Switxerland, 
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ettSsnoat fot tbeir nodenttioii ; iittd the Ficndi troops, 
levied in the name of Freedom, were sent to assail 
that country which had been so long her mountain 
fortress. The ancient valour of die Switsers was 
unable to defend them against die new ffoooTeries 
in the art of war, bjr which the strongest defiles can 
be turned, and therefore rendered indefensible. They 
fought with dieir ancient courage, partkmkrly the 
natives of the mountain cantons, and only gave way 
before numbers and discipline. But these gallant 
mountaineers sacrificed more than thrice thdr own 
amount, ere they fell in their ranks, as became the 
countrymen of William Tell. The French aiected 
to give the Swiss a constitution on the model of their 
own, but this was a mere farce. The arsenals, &rt- 
resses, and treasures of the cantons, were seised 
without scruple or apology, and the Swiss were 
treated in all respects like a con^piered nation. The 
fate of this ancient and unoffending people exxated 
deep and general fear and detestation, and tended 
more perhaps than any other event, to raise the 
animosity of Europe in general against France, as a 
country which had now plainly shown, that her am- 
bition could be bounded by no consideration of j^ustice 
or inter-national law. 

The King of Sardinia, who had first acknowled- 
ged the superiority of Buonaparte, and purchased 
his existence as a continental sovereigQ, fay aurren* 
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deaang all his ftnrtresBea to IPrme^^ and penniltbig 
her troops to march through hia oountxy as their 
own, had surely some daim to forbearance ; but now, 
without even a pretext for such violence, the French 
seized upon Turin, l^e capital of this their vassal 
monarch, and upon all his continental dominions, 
sending him and his family to the island of Sar- 
dinia. 

Another victim there was of the French grasjang 
ambition, in whose fate the Catholic world was deep-> 
ly interested. We have seen already, that Buona- 
parte, though he despoiled the Pope of power and 
treasure, judged it more prudent to permit him to 
subsist as a petty prince, than, by depriving him of 
all temporal authority, to drive him to desperatiim^ 
and oblige him to use against the Republic those spi- 
ritual weapons, to which the public opinion of Catho- 
lic countries still assigned strength. But t^LeBireo* 
tory were of a different opinion ; and though the Pope 
had submitted passively to every demand which had 
been made by the French ambassador, however in- 
consistent with the treaty of Tolentino, the Direc- 
tory, with the usual policy of their nation, privately 
encouraged a party in Rome which desired a re- 
volution. These conspirators arose in arms, and, 
when dispersed by the guards, fled towards the hotel 
of Joseph Buonaparte, then the ambassador of the 
French to the Pope. In the scuffle which ensued, the 
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tmlNMsador was insulted^ hb life endangered, and 
Greneral Dnphot actually killed by his side. This 
outrage of course sealed the fall of the Pope, which 
had probabl]^ long been determined on. Expelled 
6om his dominions, the aged Pius VI. retired to 
Sienna, more the object of respect and veneration in 
his condition of a dethroned exile, than when hold- 
ing the semblance of authority by permission of 
France. In place of the PontiflTs goTemment arose 
the shadow of a mighty name. The Roman Republic. 
But the Gauls were in possession of the Capitol, nor 
did the ancient recollections, connected with the title 
of the new commonwealth, procure for the Romans 
more independent authority than was possessed by 
any of the other ephemeral republican governments. 
In the fall of the Pope, and the occupation of the 
Roman territories by a French army, the King of Na* 
pies saw thc) nation whom he feared and hated, and by 
whom he knew he was considered as a desirable sub- 
ject of plunder, approach his frontiers, and become 
his neighbours. War he perceived was unavoidable ; 
fuid he formed the resolution to be the first in de« 
daring it. The victory of Nelson, and the interest 
whieh that distinguished hero acquired at what might 
be called a female court, with the laurels of the Nile 
ftesh upon his brow, confirmed the Neapolitan go- 
vernment in the resolution. Mack, an Austrian ge- 
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neral, who had got the reputation of a great tactidan 
and a gallant soldier, was sent by the Emperor to 
discipline and command the Neapolitan army. Nel- 
son^s falcon eye measured the man'^s worth at once. 
^^ General Mack,^ said he, " cannot move with-i 
out five carriages—I have formed my opinion-^I 
heartily pray I may be mistaken."^ He was not mis- 
taken. The Neapolitan army marched to Rome, was 
encountered by the French, fought just long enough 
to lose about forty men, then fled, abandoning guns, 
baggage, arms, and every thbg besides. ^^ The Nea- 
politan officers did not lose much honour,^" said Nel- 
son, ^' for God knows they had little to lose — but 
they lost what they had.**' The prescient eye, which 
was as accurate by land as by sea, had also foreseen 
the instant advance of the French to Naples. It 
took place accordingly, but not unresisted. The na- 
ked rabble, called Lazzaroni, showed the most desper 
rate courage. They attacked the French ere they 
came to the city ; and notwithstandbg a murderous 
defeat, they held out Naples for two days with their 
irregular musketry only, against regular forces amply 
supplied with artillery. What can we say of a coun- 
try, where the rabble are courageous and the solcUers 
cowards ? what, unless that the higher classes, from 
whom the officers are chosen, must be the parties 
to be <»nsured. 
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The Toyal fiunily fled to SieOj ; and in Naples a 
new clasdcal-soundiDg govennnent was created at the 
command ol the French general,-*<The Farthenopeaa 
RepuUic. The French were now possessed of aU 
Italy, excepting Tuscany, and that was exempted 
fiom their authority in name only, and not in efieet. 

The French people, notwithstanding the success 
ot these several undertakiogs, were not deceived or 
flattered l^ them in a degree equal to what probaUy 
their rulers expected. Their vanity was alarmed at 
the meanness of the motives which, the Directory 
exhiUted on almost every occasion. Even the das- 
sling pride of conquest was sullied by the mercenary 
views with which war was undertaken. On one oc« 
casion the veil was raised, and all Frenchmen who 
had feelings of decency, not to say of probity or ho- 
nour, remaining, must have held themselves disgra- 
ced by the venal character of their govermnent 

Some disputes existmg between France and the 
United States of America, commissioners were sent 
by the latter country to Paris, to endeavour to re- 
store a good understanding. They were not pub- 
licly acknowledged by France in the character of 
ambassadors ; but were distinctly given to under- 
stand, that they could only be permitted to treat, 
on condition that the States of America should lend 

to the Republic the sum of a million sterlmff; to 

s 



NAPOLROK BUOKAPARTE. ltd 

which was added, the unblushmg demand of fifty 
thousand pounds, as a douceur for the private pocket 
of the Directors. The astonishment of the envoys 
was extreme at this curious diplomatic proposal, 
uid they could hardly credit their ears when they 
heard it repeatedly and grossly urged. ^* The es- 
sential part of the treaty,^ said one of the French 
agents, ^' is, Ujfatd de Pargent'-^il Jimt beauamp 
d^argent ;^ and to render the matter palataUe, he 
told the Americans of other countries which had 
paid large sums to obtain peace, and reminded th^n 
of the irresistible power of France. The Trans- 
atlantic republicans, unmoved by these arguments, 
stoutly answered, '^ That it belonged only to petty 
states to purchase independence by payment of tri- 
bute — that America^was willing and able to protect 
herself by arms, and would not purchase with money 
what she possessed by her powerful means of self- 
defence.^ They added, ^^ that they had no power 
whatever to enter into any engagements concerning 
a loan.^ 

The agents of France lowered their tone so far as 
to say, that if the commissioners would pay something 
in the way of fees, they might be permitted to remain 
in Paris, whilst one of their number returned to Ame^ 
tica to obtain instructions from their government ; 
but not even to that modification of bribery would the 
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Americans listed. They would not, according to the 
expression used in incendiary letters, ^^ put five pounds 
in a certain place.^ The treaty became public, to the 
scandal alike of France and of Europe, which joined 
in regarding a government that made war im such 
base prindples, as stan(]ting, in eompaiison to those 
who warred in the spirit of conquest, in the rdation 
of footpads to highwaymen. The only attempt made 
by Talleyrand towards explanation of this singular 
transaction, was a shuffling denial of the £m^ which 
he strengthened by an insinuation, that the state- 
ment of the American envoys was a weak invention, 
suggested to them by the EngUdi. 

Not to multiply instances^ the rapacity and domi- 
neering insolence with which the Directory conduct- 
ed themselves towards the new republics, who were 
at overy moment made sensible of their total de- 
pendence on the Great Nadon-^the merciless ex-» 
actions which they imposed, together with the ra- 
pacious peculations of many of their generals and 
agents, made them lose interest almost as fast as 
they could acquire territory. Their fair pretexts of 
extending freedom, and the benefits of a liberal go- 
v^nment, to states which had been oppressed by the 
old feudal institutions, were now valued at no more 
than their worth ; and it was seen, that the only equa- 
lity which republican France extended to the conquer* 
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ed countries, was to r^der all classes alike degraded 
and impoverished. Thus, the suceesses which wehav e 
hastily enumerated rather endangered than strength^ 
ened the empire of France, as they rendered her am^ 
bition the object of fear and suspicion to all Europe^ 
The Catholic nations beheld the degradation of the 
rapreme PondfP with abhorrence-— every king in Eu- 
rope feared a similar fate with the sovereigns of Sar- 
dmia and Naples — ^and, after the fiite of Switzerland, 
BO people could rely upon a peaceful, unoffending, 
and strictly neutral character, as ground sufficient to 
exempt them from French aggression. Thus a gene-^ 
ral dread and dislike prepared for a new coalition 
against France, in which Russia, for the first time, 
was to become an active co-operator. 

The troops of this po werfid empire were eminently 
qualified for encountering with the French; for, 
added to their hardihood, courage, and discipline, 
they had a national character — ^a distinction less 
known to the Germans, whose subdivision into dif- 
ferent states, often at war with each other, has in some 
degree diminished their natural spirit of patriotism. 
Accustomed also to warfare on a great scale, and to 
encounter such an enemy as the Turk, the Russians, 
while they understood the modem system of tactics^ 
were less servilely bigotted to it than the Austriane. 
Their ideas more readily went back to the natural 
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and primitive charaeter of war, and they were befttar 
prepared dther to depart from strict technical rales 
thraiselyes, or to see them departed fiom, and calcu* 
late the results. These new enffloiea of France, move- 
over) weie full of confidence in their own character, 
and uncl^cked in their military enthusiasm by the 
frequent recoUecticms of defeat, which douded the 
8|Arit of the Austrians. Above all, the Bussians had 
the advantage of being commanded by Suwanow, one 
of the most extraordinary men of his time, who, pos- 
sessed of the most profound miUtary sagacity, as- 
snmed the external appearance of fanatical enthu- 
siasm, as in society he often concealed his perftct 
knowledge of good breeding under the show of cxtim. 
vagant buffoonery. These peculiarities, whidi would 
not have succeeded with a French or English army, 
gained for him an unbounded confidence among his 
countrymen, who considered his eccentric conduct, 
followed, as it almost idways was, by brilliant success, 
as the result of something which approached to inspi- 
ration. 

The united forces of Austria and Russia, chiefly 
under thecommand of this singular character, succeed- 
ed, in a long train of bloody battles, to retake and re- 
occupy those States m the north of Italy, which had 
been conquered in Buonaparte's first campaigns. It 
was in vain that Macdonald, whose name stood as 
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high among tibe RefraUicaii genenik, as his chaiao- 
ter for honour and rectitude among French statea- 
men, marched from Naples, traversing the whole 
kiigth of Italy, to arrest ike victorious progress of 
the allies. After a train of stubborn fighting, it was 
^nly by displaying great military talent that he could 
extricate the remains of his army. At length the de- 
^sisive and desperate battle g£ Novi seemed to exclude 
the Frendb fStom the possession of those fair Italian 
provinces, which had been acquired by such expense 
of life. 

On the Rhine, though her defeats were not of such 
a decided character, France also lost reputation and 
territory. Jourdan pvoved no match for the Arch- 
duke Charles, who, having no longer Buonaparte to 
encounter, asserted his former superiority over infe- 
rior French generals. His Royal Highness finally 
compelled the French to recross the Rhine, while the 
Austrian generals Bellegarde and Hotze, supported 
by a Russian division under Korsakow, advanced to 
the line of the Limmat, near Zurich, and waited the 
junction of'Suwarrow to occupy Switzerland, and 
even to menace France, who, in a great measure de- 
spoiled of her foreign conquests, had now reason to 
apprehend the invasion of her own territory. 

In the Netherlands, the French interest seemed 
equally insecure. Insurrections had already tak^ 
place in what they called Belgium^ and it seemed 
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that the natives of these populeus districts desired 
but opportunity md encouragement for a general re- 
volt Holland, through all its provinces, was equal- 
ly disaffected ; and the reports from that country en- 
couraged England to send to the coast m ezpeditioiB^ 
consisting of British and Russian forces, to whi<^ 
two divisions of the Dutch fleet delivered up their 
vessels, hoisting at the same time the colours of the 
Stadtholder. Here was another risk of an inminent 
and pressing description, which menaced France and 
its Directori/d government 

It remiuns to be added to the tale of these foreign 
calamities, that the Chouons, or Royalists of Bre* 
ti^e, were again in the field with a number of bands, 
amounting, it is said, to forty thousand men in all. 
They had gained several successes, and, though fiiik 
ing short of the chivabous spirit of the Vendeans, and 
having no general equal in talents to Charette, were 
nevertheless sufficiently brave and well commanded, 
to become extremely formidable, and threaten a re- 
newal of all the evils which had been occas^ioned by 
the former civil war. 

Amidst these louring appearances, the dislike 
and disrespect with which the Directors were regard- 
ed, occasioned their being loaded with every species 
of accusation by the public. It was not forgotten 
that it was the jealousy of Barras, Reubel, and the 
other Directors^ which had banished from Fiance 
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the nfost miecessfiil of her generals, at the head of a 
gallant anny, who were now needed to defend the 
proYinces which their valour had gsuned. The battle 
of Aboukir, while it annihilated their fleet, had in- 
sulated the land forces, who, now cut off from all 
commumcation with their mother country, and shut 
up in an insalubrious province, daily wasted in en- 
Counters with the barbarous tribes that valour, uid 
those lives, which, hazarded on the frontiers of 
France, might have restored victory to their stand- 
ards. 

To these upbraiding complaints, and general accu- 
sations of incapacity, as well as of peculation, the Di« 
rectors had little to answer. What was a still greater 
deficiency, they had no party to appeal to, by whom 
their cause, right or wrong, iD^ht have been advo- 
cated with the stanch adherence of partisans. They 
had undeigone, as we shall presently show, various 
changes in their own body, but without any altera- 
tion in their principles of administration, which still 
rested on the principle of Bascule^ or sea-i^w,* as 
it is caUed in English ; . ^ attempt, in short, to 



* The teim, it is scarcely necessary to say, is derived ftom the 
childish amusement, where two boys swing at the opposite ends of ft 
plank, moving up and down, in what Dr Johnson calls ^ a rodpn^- 
eating motion," while a third oxchin, placed on the centrcof motion, 
regulates their movements. 
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gorem two eontendiiig fiwljoiu in the state, by ba- 
landng the one against the other, without adhe- 
ring to either. In consequence of this mean and 
temporifflng policy, which is always that of weak 
minds, the measures of the government were con- 
sidered, not with reference to the general welfiue of 
the state, but as they should have effect upon one or 
other of the parties by which it was divided. It fol- 
lowed also, that having no certain path and plan, 
but regulation their movements upon the wish to 
maintain an equality between the factions, in order 
that they might preserve their authority over both, 
the IKrectors had no personal followers or supporters, 
save that most sordid dass, who regulate their politica 
on their interest, and who, though fidthfol adherents 
of every settled administration, perceive, by instinc- 
tive sagacity, the moment that their patrons are about 
to lose thdr offices, and desert thdr cause on such 
occasions with all convenient speed. 

Yet the Directors, had they been men of talent, 
int^rity, and character^— above all, had they been 
united among themselves, and agreed on one steady 
course of policy, might have governed France with 
little difficulty. The great body of the nation were 
exhausted by the previous fory of the revolutionary 
movem^ts, had supped foil with politics, and were 
much disposed to sit down contented under any 
government which promised protection for life and 
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p roperty* Even the ftctions had lost their energy. 
Those who induied to a monarchieal fiinn, were 
numy of ihem become indifferent by whom the sceptre 
was wielded, providing that species of government, 
supposed by them most suitable to ihe habits and 
character of the French, should be agun adopted. 
Many who were of this ojonion saw great objection 
to the restoration of tilie Bourbons, for fear that along 
with iheir right might revive all those oppressive 
feudal claims which the Revolution had swept away, 
as wen as the pretensions of the emigrants to resume 
their property. Those who entertained such senti- 
ments were called Moderns. The ancient blood-red 
Jacobins could hardly be said to exist. The nation 
had had a surfeit of Uood, and all parties looked 
back wiih disgust on the days of Robespienre. But 
ihere existed a kind of white Jacobins ; men who 
were desirous to retain a large proportion of demo- 
cratical prindple in the constitudon, dther that they 
might not renounce ihe dasncal name of a Republic, 
or because they confided in their own talents, to ^^wield 
at will the fierce democracy C or because they really 
believed that a potent infusion of such a spirit in the 
fiirms of government, was necessary for the preser- 
vation of liberty. This party was greatly inferior in 
numbers to the others ; and they had lost their au- 
thority over the populace, by means of which they 
had achieved such changes during the early periods 
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of the Revolution. But they were bold, enterpri- 
sing, active ; and their chiefs,' assuming at first the 
name of the Pantheon, afterwards of the Man^e 
Club, formed a party in the state, which, from the 
character of the leaders, gave great sulgect of jea- 
lousy to the Directory. 

The rapacity and insolent bearing of the French 
government having, as we have seen, provoked a new 
war with Austria and Russia, the means to which the 
Directors had recourse for maintaining it were a for- 
ced loan imposed on the weal^y, which gave alarm 
to property, and a conscription of two hundred thou- 
sand men, which was alike distressing to poor and 
rich. Both measures had been submitted to during 
the Reign of Terror ; but then a murmur cost the 
complainer his head. The Directory had no such 
summary mode of settling grievances. These two 
last inflictions greatly inflamed the public discontent. 
To meet the general tendency to insurrection, they 
had recourse to a measure equally harsh and unpo- 
pular. It was called the Law of Hostages, by which 
the unoffending relatives of emigrants, or royalists, 
supposed to be in arms, were thrown into prison, and 
rendered responsible for the acts of their connexions. 
This unjust law filled the prisons with women, old 
men, and children, — ^victims of a government which, 
because it was not strong enough to subdue insur- 
rection by direct force, visited the consequences of its 
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own maknesB on age, childhood, and helpless fe- 
males. 

Meantime the dissensions among the Directors 
themselves, whieh continued to increase, led to va- 
rious changes within their own body. When Buona- 
parte left Europe, the Directory consisted of Barras, 
Reubel, Treilhard, Merlin, Reyeilliere-Lepaux. 
The opposidon attacked them with so much fory in 
the Legislative Assemblies, Boulay de la Meurthe, 
Lucien Buonaparte, Franf ois, and other men of ta- 
lent leading the^ way, that at length the Directors 
appear to have become afraid of being made person- 
ally responsible by impeachment for the peculations 
of thei^ agents, as well as for the result of the inso- 
lences by which they had exasperated the Mends and 
allies of France. Reubel, he whose character fi>r 
talent and integrity stood most fair with the public, 
was removed from office by the lot which announced 
him as the Director who was to retire. It has 
been said some art was used to guide fortune on this 
occasion. His name in the list was succeeded by one 
cdebrated in the Revolution ; that of the Abbe Sieyes. 

This remarkable statesman had acquired a high 
reputation, not only by the acuteness of his metaphy^ 
eical talent, but by a species of mystery in which he 
involved himself and his opinicms. He was certain- 
ly possessed of great knowledge and experience in 
the affiurs of France, was an adept in the compost* 
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tion of new oonstitutknis of all kindfl, and had got a 
high character, as poasessed of secrets peculiarly his 
own, for conducting the vessel of the State amidst the 
storms of Resolution. The Abbe in fiict mani^ged 
his political reputation as a prudent trader does his 
stock; and by shunning to venture on anything which 
could in any great degtee peril his credit, he extend- 
ed it in the public opinion, perluqps much fiyrther than 
his parts justified. A temper less daring in action than 
bold in metaphysical speculatbn, and a considerable 
rq;ard for his own personal safisty, aoooided wdl with 
his affected air of my stery and reserve. In the Na- 
tional Assembly he had made a great impresnon, by 
his pamphlet explaining the nature of the Third 
Estate ; and he had the principal part in prnmring 
the union of the three separate Estates into the Na>- 
tional Assembly. A flaming patriot in 1792-3, he 
voted for the death of the unfortunate Louis ; and, 
as was reported, with brutal levity, using the cdebn- 
ted expression, *^ Mart sans phrase.^ He was no 
less distinguished for bringu^ finrwaxd the inqporl- 
ant measure for dividing France into departments^ 
and thus blending together and con£MUiding all the 
ancient distinctions of provinces. After this period 
he became pasdve, and was litde heard of dnriBg the 
Beign of Terror ; for he followed the mixim of Py- 
thagoras, and worshipped the Echo (oidy found la 
secret and solitary places,) when he heard the tern* 
pest blow hard. 
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After the reyolutioii of 9fth Thennidor, Sieyes etine 
in with the moderate party, and had the merit to pro- 
poBe the recall of the members who had been ferdUy 
ezpdied by the Jacolnn fiiction on the fikll of the 
Girondists. He was one ofthe committee of deven, to 
whom was committed the charge of forming the new 
oonsdtntion, afterwards called that of the year Three. 
This great metaphydcal philosopher and politician 
showed little desire to diare with any coUeagoes 
the toil and honour of a task to which he esteemed 
himself exchisiyely competent; and he prodncedf 
accordingly, a model entirely of his own composition, 
very ingenious, and eyindng a wonderftdly intimate 
acquaintance with political doctrines, togedier with a 
multitude of nice balances, capacities, and disqualifi* 
cations, so constituted as to be checks on each other. 
As strongly characteristic of the genius of the man, 
we shall here>^ye an account of his great work. 

His plan prorided that the constitution, with its 
powers of judicature and of administration, should 
emanate fiom the people ; but lest, like that un- 
natural parent the sow, the people should devour their 
own nine farrow, the functionaries thus invested with 
power were to be placed, when created, out of the 
reach of the parents who had given them birth. 
The mode in which it was proposed to effect this, 
was both singular and ingenious. The office-bearers 
were thus to be selected out of tiiree orders of the 
state, forming a triple hierardiy. 1. The citizens 
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of eadi commune were to name one-tenth of their 
number, to be called the Communal NotaUes. From 
these were to be selected the magistrates of the com- 
munes, and the justices of peace. 2. The Commu- 
nal Notables were again to choose a tenth part of 
their number, who were called the Departmental 
Notltbles. The prefiects, judges, and provincial ad- 
ministrators, were selected from this second body. 
0. The Departmental Notables, in like manner, were 
to elect a tenth of their number^ computed to amount 
to about six thousand persons ; and from this highest 
.class of citizens were to be filled the most dignified 
and important situations in the state,-— the ministers 
jind members of government, the legislature, the se- 
nate or grand jury, the principal judges, ambassadors, 
/ind. the like. By this system it will be perceived,, that 
instead of equality, three ranks of privileged citizens 
were to be established,, from whose ranks alone ceiw 
tain offices could be filled. But this species of no- 
][)ility, or, as it was called^ Notability, was dependant 
not on birth, but an the choice of the people, firom 
wbpm, though more or less directly, all officers with- 
out exception received their commissions. The elec- 
tions were to take place every five years. 

To represent the national dignity, power, and glory, 
there was to be an officer called the Grand Elector, 
Ijrho was to have guards, a revenue, and all the ex- 
ternal appendages of royalty ; all acts of government, 
laws, and judicial proceedings, were to run in his name. 
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This species of RoiJbmeaM was to possess no part 
of the loyal authority, except the right of naming 
two Consuls, one for peace, and the other for war ; 
and the fiurther right of selecting, from lists of candi- 
dates to be supplied by the three ranks of the hier- 
archy, the individuals who were to fill official situa- 
tions as they should become vacant. But haying ex- 
ercised this privilege, the Grand -Elector, or Pro- 
daimer General, if9&Jimct%ts officio^ and had no 
active duties to perform, or power to exercise. The 
two Consuls, altogether uncontrolled by him or each 
other, were to act each in their own exclusive de- 
partment of peace or war ; and the other fimctionaries 
were alike independent of the Grand Froclaimer, or 
Elector, so soon as he had appointed them. He was to 
resemble no sovereign ever heard of but the Queen 
. Bee, who has nothing to do but to repose in idleness 
and luxury, and give bebg to the active insects by 
whose industry the business of the hive is carried 
on. 

The government bdbg thus provided fcnr, the 
Abbe Sieyes^s system of legislature was something 
like that of France in the time of the Parliament. 
There was to be a Legislative Body of two hundred 
and fi% deputies ; but they were to form rather a tri- 
bunal of judges, than apopularanddeliberative assent 
bly. Two other bodies, a Council of State on the part 
of the government, and a Tribunate of one hundred 
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deputies^ on the part of the people, were to propoee 
and discuss measures in presence rf this Legislatiye 
Coundl, who then proceeded to adopt inr rgect diem 
upon scrutiny and by vote, but without any oral de- 
livery of opinions. The Tribuntte was inyested 
with the right of guarding the fieedom of die sulgect, 
and denouncing to die Convocadve Seniite such mia- 
conduct of office-bearers, or ill-chosen measures, or 
ill-advised laws, as should appear to diem wordiy of 
reprobation* 

But, above all. Abbe Sieyes fnqued himself npon 
die device of what he termed a Conservadve Senate^ 
whidi, possesdng in itself no power of action or I^s- 
lation of any kind, was to have in charge die preser* 
vadon of the constitution. To diis senate was given 
the smgular power, of calling in to become a member 
of dieir own body, and reducing of course to their own 
state of incapadty , any individual occupying another 
situation in the constitution, whose talents, ambition, 
or popularity, should render him a subject of jealousy. 
Even the Grand Elector himself was liaUe to dus fiite 
of absorption, as it was called, aldiough he hdd his 
crown of Cocaign in the common case for life Any 
exertion on his part of what might seem to die senate 
an act of arbitrary authority, entided diem to adopt 
«him a member of their own body. He was thus re- 
moved from his palace, guards, and income, and made 
for ever incapdde of any odier office dian diat of 
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a senator. This high point of policy was carrying 
the system of checks and balances as fiur as it could 
weUgo* 

The first glance of this curious model must have 
oonyinced a practical politician that it was greatly 
too complicated and technical to be carried into ef- 
fect Theutility of laws consists in their being of a 
diaracter which compels the respect and obedience of 
those to whom they relate. The very delicacy of 
such an ingenious scheme rendered it incapable of ob- 
taining general rqpird, since it was too refined to be 
understood save by profound philosophers. To the 
rest of the nation it must have been like .a watch to 
a savage^ who, bdng commanded to rq^ulate his 
time by it, will probably prefer to make the ma* 
chine correspond with his inclinations, by putting 
backward and forward the index at pleasure. A man 
of ordinaiy talent and honest disposition might have 
been disqualified for public life by this doctrine of 
absorption, just as a man ignorant of swimming would 
perish ifflung into a lake. But a stout swimmer would 
easily gain the shore, and an individual like Buo- 
naparte would set at defiance tiie new species of ostra- 
cism, and decline to be neutralized by the absorption 
of the senate. Above all, the plan of the Abbe de- 
stroyed the true principle of national representation, 
by introducmg a metaphysical election of members of 
legisUtion, instead of one immediately derived from 
the direct vote of the people thanselves. In the 
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Abbe's alembic, the real and inyaluable principle of 
popular representation was subtilized into smoke. 

For these, or other reasons, the commissioners of 
the year Three did not approve of the plan proposed 
by Sieyes ; and, equally dissatisfied with the consti- 
tution which they adopted, he withdrew himself from 
their deliberations, and accepted the situation of Am- 
bassador to Prussia, where he discharged with great 
ability the task of a diplomatist. 

In 1799, Sieyes returned from Berlin to Paris, 
full of hope to establish his own favourite model on 
the ruins of the Directorial Constitution, and, as a 
preliminary, obtained, as we have said, ReubeFs seat 
in the Directory. Merlin and Lepaux, menaced with 
impeachments, were induced to send in theb resigna- 
tion. Treilhard had been previously displaced, on 
pretext of an informality in the choice. Instead of 
them were introduced into the Directory Roger Du- 
cos, a Modere, or rather a Royalist, with Gohier and 
Moulins, men of talents too ordinary to throw any 
opposition in the path of Sieyes. Barras, by his ex- 
penses and his luxurious mode of life, his connexion 
with stock-jobbers, and encouragement of peculation, 
was too much in danger of impeachment, to permit 
him to play a manly part. He truckled to circum- 
stances, and allied himself with, or rather subjected 
himself to, Sieyes, who saw the time approaching 
when the constitution of the year Three must fall, 
and hoped to establish his own rejected model in its 
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Stead. But the revolution which he meditated could 
only be executed I^ force. 

The change in -the Directory had destroyed the 
government by bascule, or balance, and that in- 
termediate and trimming influence being removed, 
the two parties of the Moderns and the Republicans 
stood full opposed to each other, and ready to try 
their strength in a severe struggle. Sieyes, though 
no Royalist, or at least certainly no adherent of the 
House of Bourbon, stood, nevertheless, at the head 
of the Moderes, and taxed his sagacity for means of 
ensuring their victory. The Moderns possessed a 
majority in the Council of the Ancients ; but the 
Society of the Manege, Republicans if not Jacobins, 
had obtained, at the last election, a great superiority 
of numbers in the Council of Five Hundred. They 
were sure to be in decided opposition to any change 
of the constitution of the year Three ; and such being 
the case, those who plotted the new revoluticoi, could 
not attempt it without some external support. To call 
upon the people was no longer the order of the day* 
Indeed, it may be supposed that the ancient revolu« 
tionary columns would rather. have risen against 
Sieyes, and in behalf of the Society of the Man^e. 
The proposers of a new change had access, however^ 
to the army, and to that they determined to appeal 
The assistance of some military chief of the first le^ 
putation was necessary. Sieyes cast his eyes upon 
Joubert, an officer of high reputation, and one of the 
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most dudnguidied amongst Buonapaiie^B generals. 
He was named by the Dizectora to the command of 
the Department of Paris, bat shortly after was sent 
to Italy, with hopes ihat, acqaiting a new fond of 
glory by chedJng the progress of Suwarrow, he might 
be yet more fitted to fill the public eye, and influence 
die general mind, in the crisis when Sieyes looked 
for his assistance. Joubert lost his life, however, at 
the great battle of Novi, fought betwixt him and 
Suwarrow ; and so opportunely did his death make 
room fiir the pretensions of Buonaparte,^ ihat it has 
been rumoured, certainly without the least probaU- 
lity, ihat he did not fidl by the fire of the Austii- 
ans, but by that of asBaBRins hired by the fiunily of 
Napoleon, to take out of the way a powerfiil com- 
petitor of their brother. This would have been a gra- 
tuitous crime, dnce they could neither reckon with 
certainty on the arrival of Buonaparte, nor upon his 
being adopted by Sieyes in place of Joubert. 

Meanwhile, the fiunily of Napoleon omitted no 
mode of keeping his merits in public reinembranoe. 
Beports firom time to time appeared in the papers 
lo this purpose, as when, to give him consequence 
doubdess, thqr pretended that the tower guns of 
London were fired, and public rgoidngs made, upon 
a report that Napoleon had been assassinated. Ma- 
dame Buonaparte, m the meanwhile, lived at great 
CTp c n a e, and with much elegance, coUectmg around 
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her wlMMoever was remarkable far talent and ao- 
oompliahment, and many of the women of Paris who 
were best aocoatomed to the management of political 
intrigue. Luden Buonaparte distuiguished himself 
as an orator in the Council of Five Hundred, and 
although he had hitherto affiseted republican leal, he 
now opposed, with much aUIity, the reming in- 
fluence of the democrats. Joseph Buonaparte, also, 
a man of talent, and of an excellent character, though 
much aspersed afterwards in consequence of the part 
in Spain aadgned him by his brother, lived hospi- 
tably, saw much company, and maintained an ascend- 
ance in Parisian society. We cannot doubt ihat these 
near relatives of Buonaparte fi>und means of commu- 
nicating to him the state of affiiirs in Paris, and the 
opening whidi it aflbrded for the exercise of his dis- 
tingnished talents. 

' The communicatbn betwixt Toulon and Alexan- 
dria was, indeed, interrupted, but not altogether bro- 
ken off, and we have no doubt that the straggle of 
parties in the interior, as well as the great disasters 
on the fiontier, had their full influence m determi- 
ning Buonaparte to his sudden return. Miot, though 
in no very posidve strain, has named a Greek called 
Bambuki, as the bearer of a letter from Joseph to 
his brother, conveying this important intelligence. 
The private Memoirs of Fouch6 pretend that that 
minister purchased the secret of Napoleon's return 

11 
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being expected, firom Josephine herself for the sum of 
a thousand louis, and that the landing at Fr^us was 
no surprise to him. Both these pieces of priTatc 
history may be safely doubted ; but it would.be diffi* 
cult to convince us that Buonaparte took the step of 
quitting Egypt on the yague intelligence afforded by 
the journals, and without confidential communicar 
tion with his own family. 

To return to the state of the French goyemmeat 
The death of Joubert not only disconcerted the 
schemes of Sieyes, but exposed him and his party to 
retaliation. Bemadotte was minuter of war, and he» 
with Jourdan and Augereau, were all warm in die 
cause of Republicanism. Any of these distinguished 
generals was capable of leading the military force ta 
compel such an alteration in the constitution as might 
suit the purpose of their party, and thus reversing 
the project of Sieyes, who, without Joubert, was like 
the head without the arm that should execute* Al- 
ready, Jourdan had made in the Council of Five 
Hundred a speech on the dangers of the 'country, 
which, in point of vehemence, might have been pro- 
nounced in the ancient hall of the Jacobins. He in 
plain terms threatened the Moderes with such a gene- 
ral insurrection as had taken place in the year 179S, 
and proposed to declare the country in danger. He 
was answered by Lucien Buonaparte, Chenier, and 
Bouky, who had great difficulty to parry the impe- 
ls 
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tuodty with wliich the motioii was urged forward. 
Though they succeeded m eluding the danger, it was 
still far from bring over, and the democrats would 
probably have da¥ed some desperate movement, if 
any additional reverse had been sustained on the 
frontier. 

But as if the calamities of France, which of late 
had followed each other in quick succession, had at- 
tained their height of tide, the afiws of that country 
began all of a sudden to assume a more favourable 
aspect The success of General Brune in Holland 
against the Anglo-Russian army, had obliged the 
invaders of Holland to retreat, and enter into a con- 
vention for evacuation of the country on which they 
had made their descent A dispute, or misunder- 
standing, having occurred between the Emperors 
of Austria and Russia, the Archduke Charles, in 
order, it was alleged, to repel an incursion of the 
French into the countries on the Maine, withdrew 
a great part of his army from the line of the Lim- 
mat, which was taken up by the Russians under 
Eorsakow. Massena took the advantage of this 
imprudent step, crossed the Limmat, surprised the 
Russians, and defeated Eorsakow, whilst the formi- 
dable Suwarrow, who had already advanced to com- 
municate with that general, found his right flank un- 
covered by his defeat, and had the greatest di£Sculty 
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in, executing a retrograde movement before General 
Lecourbe. 

The news of these successes induced the Republic, 
cans to defer their attack upon the moderate party ; 
and on so nice a point do the greatest events hang, 
that had a longer period intervened between these 
victories and the arrival of Buonaparte, it is most 
probable that he would have found the situation of 
military chief of the approaching revolution, which 
became vacant on the death of Joubert, filled up by 
some one of those generals, of whom success had ex- 
tended the fame. J3ut he landed at the happy crisis, 
when the presence of a chief of first-rate talents was 
indispensable, and when no favourite name had yet 
been found, to fill the public voice with half such 
loud acclaim as his own. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Gtneral refaicing an the return of Bwrnaparte^He, mean* 
vjhile, eecHtideehimsdfin Retirement and Literature. — Ad^ 
vancee made to him on aUMee.-^Nopotoon'coaheeee wUk 
the Abbe Sieyee. — Reoolutum of the ISth Brumaiire — Par» 
ticuiars of that Event. — Clawing Views of the CouneiU of 
Ancients, and the Five Hundred. — Barras and his Col- 
leagues resign, leaving the whole Power in the hands ofNa*' 
poleon.r-'Froceedings of the Councils on the ISth — and 19th. 
^—Sittings removed from Paris to St Cloud — Buonaparte 
visits both on the latter Day. — Violent Commotion in the 
Council of Five Hundred-^Napoieon received with great 
hostility, menaced and assaulted, and finally, extricated by <■ 
his Grenadiers, breathless and exhausted. — Lucien Buona^ . 
parte, the President, retires from the HaJU wMth a similar 
Escorts-Declares the Council of Five Hundred dissolved — 
They are then dispersed by Military Force. — Various Ru^ 
mours stated and discussed. — Both Councils adjourn to the 
\9th Fdtruary 1800^ after appointing a Provisional Con" 
autar Government, qf Buonaparte, Sieges, and Duces. 

Buonaparte had caused himself to be preceded 
by an account of his campaigns in Africa and Asia* 
in which the iaplendid victory over the Turks at 
Aboukir enabled him to gloss over his had succeaa' 
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in Syria, the total loss of his fleet, and the danger of 
Malta, which was closely besieged by the English. 
Still, howerer, these dispatches could never have led 
any one to expect the sudden return of a general en* 
gaged on a foreign service of the utmost importance^ 
who, without having a better reason to allege, than 
his own opinion that his talents were more essential 
to his country in France than in Egypt, left his army 
to its fate^ and came, without dther order or permis- 
sion from his goymiment, to voli;inteer his .services 
where they, were not expected, .or perhaps wished fisr. 
Another in the same circumstances, or pcarhaps the 
same general at another period of the^Beyqlutioii, 
wQuld have been received I7 the puUic with aliena- 
ted favour, and by the government with severe in- 
quiry, if not with depunciation. 

0|i the contrary, such was the. general jrelianee on 
the talents of Buonaparte, that, delighted to see him 
arrive^ no one, thought of asking where^re^ or, by 
whose authority h? had retiamed. He. was reoeived 
like a victorious monarch re-entering his dominions 
at his own tim^ and pleasure. Bells were every where 
rung, illuminadons mad^, a delirium of joy agitaled 
the public mind, and the messenger who carried the 
news of his disembarkation to Paris, was receive^ as 
if he hs4 brought news of a battle gi^ed« 

The hall of the Council of Five Hundred re>edbo- 
ed with cries pf victory^ . while th^ orfitor^. annpun* 
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ting fife Victories of BMne brer the £iq;Iuh, and 
Massenaover^the R'tis^ians, dwelt upon the simple 
6et of Bnotaaparte^s return, as of interest equal to all 
these successes. He was heard with shouts of** Long 
live the Republic r whidi/te the event proved, was 
an exchUnatidn but very indifierently adapted to the 
occKsion. 

Jdsephine,' and Joseph Buonaparte, apprised by 
the govemnietit'of the arrival of Napoleon, hastened 
to meet him dn the road ; and his ixrogress towards 
Paris was eVe]^#h6re attended by the same general 
Bcclamatidiiis %hich had received him at landing. 

The metnbers of government, it must be supposed, 
'felt dkrm and liiudety, which they <fndeav6uied to 
'66n6(^l, under the appettrance of shining in the ge- 
neral joy. The ton val of a persot - so influential 1>y 
his ^Rune, 86 decided in his character, engaged with 
no fiicddji, and pledged to no poStical system, was 
likely to '^vie victory t6 6Ae oir the other party who 
were itontendiftg for superiority, as he tAould hhntelf 
determihe. The byes of all men weib iip6n Napoleon, 
whild liis rdserved and "retired mode of life preVtoted 
any accurate 'ihticipadon being formed of the part 
which he was likbljr to take in the approaching con- 
vulsions of the state. While both parties might hope 
far his piotidpatibn and succoiir, neither vekitured to 
call iiito Question his purpdse, br the authority by 
which he hiid left his army in Egypt, abd ap^red 
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:thu8 unexpectedly. in the.capitflil* On the ocmtrarj, 
.they courted him on either hand as the.arbiter, whose 
decision was likely to have most influence on the state 
of the nation. 

Napoleon, meanwhile, seemed to give hisexclfu- 
siye attention to literature, and, having exchanged 
the usual visits of form with the ministers of the Rop 
public, he was more frequently to be found at ,the 
-Institute, or discussing with the traveller Volnqr, 
,and other men of letters, the information which 1^ 
had acquired in Egypt on science ,and antiquities, 
than in the haunts of politicians, or the society of the 
kaders of either party in the state. Neither was he 
,to be seen at the places of popular resort — ^he went 
into no general company, seldom attended the thea- 
tres, and, when he did, took his seat in a private bo& 

A public entertainment was given in honour of the 
General in the church of St Sulpice, which was attend- 
ed by both the L^slative Bodies. Moreau shared 
the same honour, perhaps on that account not the 
more agreeable to Buonaparte. Jourdan and Au- 
g«teau did not appear — a cloud seemed to hang over 
the festival— Napoleon only presented himself for a 
very short time, and the whole was over in the course 
of an hour. 

To the military, his conduct seemed equally re- 
served — ^he held no levees, and attended no reviews. 
Whi}6^ 9II ranks contended in oflering their tribute 
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Hof ieipplaase, he turned in silence from receiving 
them. 

In all this there was deep policy. No one knew 
better how much popular applause depends on the 
gloss of novelty, and how great is the difference in 
public estimation, betwixt him who appears to hunt 
and court acclamations, and the wiser and more dig- 
nified favourite of the multitude, whose popularity 
follows after him and seeks him out, instead of being 
the object of his pursuit and ambition. Yet under this 
still and apparently indifferent demeanour, Napoleon 
was in secret employed in collecting all the informa- 
tion necessary concerning the purposes and the powers 
of the various parties in the state ; and as each was 
eager to obtain his countenance, he had no diflSculty 
in obtaining full explanations on these poipts. 

The violent Republicans^ who possessed the ma- 
jority in the Council of Five Hundred, made ad- 
vances to him ; and the Generals Jourdan, Auge- 
reau, and Bemadotte, offered to place him at the 
head of that party, provided he would maintain the 
democratical constitution of the year Three. In 
uniting with this active and violent party, Buona- 
parte saw every chance of instant and immediate 
success ; but, by succeeding in the outset, he would 
probaUy have marred the farther projects of ambi- 
tion which he already nourished. Military leaders, 
such as Jourdan and Bernadotte, at the head of a 
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party go fiurioui as the Republicans, could not have 
been thrown aside without both danger and difficulty ; 
and it being unquestionably the ultimate intention of 
Buonaparte to usurp the supreme power, it was most 
natural for him to seek adherents among those, who, 
though differing concerning the kind of government 
which should be finally established, concurred in de- 
siring a change from the republican modeL 

Barras, too, endeavoured to sound the purposes ci 
the General of the Army of Egypt. He hinted tp 
him a plan of placing at the head of thp Directory 
Hedouville, a man of ordinary talent, then general 
of what was still termed the Army of England, of re- 
tiring himself from power, and of conferring o^ Napo- 
leon the general command of the Republican forces 
on the frontiers, which he vainly supposed prefer- 
ment sufficient to gratify his ambition. Buonaparte 
would not listen to a hint which went ^to remoye hw 
from the capital, and the supreme administration of 
affairs — ^he knew also that Barras^s character was con- 
temptiUe, and his resources diminished — that his 
subsequent conduct had cancelled the merit whidi 
he had acquired by the overthrow of Robespierre, 
and that to unite with him in any degree would be 
to adopt, in the public opinion, the very worst and 
most unpopular portion of the Directorial Govern* 
ment. He rejected the alliance of Barras, therefore, 
even when, abandonbg his own plan, the Director 
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offered to concur in any which Napoleon night dic- 
tate. 

A union with Sieyes, and the party whom be in- 
fluenced, promised greater advantages. Under this 
apeculatiye politician were united for the time all 
who, thoQgh di^ring in other points, joined in de* 
siring a final change from a royolutionary to a 
moderate and efficient government, bearing some- 
thing of a monarchical character. Their number 
rendered this party powerful. In the Directory it 
was espoused by Sieyes and Duces ; it possessed a 
large minority in the Council of Ancients, and a 
respectable minority in that of the Five Hundred. 
The greater part of the middling classes throughout 
Prance, embraced with more or less seal the princi- 
ples of moderation ; and agreed, that an executive 
government of some strength, was necessary to save 
them ficom the evils of combined revolutionary move- 
ments. Though the power of the Moderates was 
great, yet their subsequent objects, in ease of suc- 
cess, were various. Thus Buonaparte saw himself 
encouraged to hope for victory over the existing 
government and the Republicans, by the united 
strength of the Moderatjes of every class, whikt their 
difference in opinion concerning the ultimate mea- 
sures to be adopted, afforded him the best oppor- 
tunity of advancing, during the competition, his own 
pretensions to the larger share of the spoil. 
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Napoleon communicated accordingly with Sieye?, 
upon the understanding that he was to be raised 
to the principal administration of affairs ; that the 
constitution of the year Three, which he himself 
had oiice pronounced ^^ the masterpiece of legislation, 
which had abolished the errors of eighteen centuries,^ 
"was entirely to be done away ; and that a constitu* 
tion was to be adopted in its stead, of which he knew 
nothing more, than that it was ready drawn up, and 
lay in the portfolio of Sieyes. No doubt, the Gene^ 
ral mentally reserved the right of altering and ad- 
justing it as should best suit his own views, — a right 
which he &iled not to exercise to a serious extent: 
When these great preliminaries had been adjusted, 
it was agreed that it should foe executed between the 
15th and 20th Brumaire. 

In the interim, several men of influence of both 
councils were admitted into the secret. Talleyrand; 
who had been deprived of office by the influence of 
the Republicans, brought his talents to the aid of 
Buonaparte. Fouch6, according to Napoleon, was 
not consulted— the Memoirs which bear his name 
aver the contrary — it is certain^ that in his impor-- 
tant capacity of minister of police, he acted in Buo** 
naparte's favour during the Revolution. Some lead^ 
ing members of both legislative bodies were cautious^' 
ly intrusted with what was going forward, and others 
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were genectUy adviied far bold themaelTes in raedi* 
ness for « greet morement 

A sufficieiit military fince ma next lo be piovi* . 
ded ; and ibis waa not difficult, tot die leputation of 
Baonaparte enaoied tbe cenipiratora uiiliniiled in* 
flnence among the addieiy. Three repmenta (^dra» 
goona were enlJiaaiaBtically petitiomiig the bonour of 
being reviewed by NapoleoiL Theadherenoeoftheae 
troopa might be coimted upoEu The effieeraof tbe 
gartifloa of Paiia were deaivoas .to pay their reapecti 
to him ; to were the forty adjotaata of die National 
Guard, whom he bimself had appointed when ge^»- 
lial of tbe troopa in the interior* Many other offi- 
eera, aa well reduced aa holding commiiHiiona, deabed 
to see the cdebrated Grenend, that they mi^t ezpveaa 
Aeir dcTotion to hia person^ «id adh^cwce to bia 
fortttnea. All these introductiona bad been artfully 
poalponed. 

Two men of more loenowsed name, Mereau and 
Maodonald, had made tendeia of service to 3u(«a- 
parte. These both favoured the moderate party, and 
had no snapicion of the ultimate derign of Napoleon, 
€x the final result of his undertaking. 

A final resolution on 15th Brumaire determined 
the 18th <9th November) for the great attempt— an 
inter vid was necessary, but the risk of discovery and 
•anttdpaden made it desiral^ that it sliould be as 
shiwt ais posaiUe. The secret was well kept ; yet be- 
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u^imavoidably intrusted to mimyper80ii8,8omeflMi- 
iBg and yague rumours did get abroad, and gave an 
alarm to the parties concerned. 

Meanwhile, all the generals and officers whom we 
have named, were invited to repair to Napoleon^s 
house at six o'clock on the morning of the 18 th Bru- 
maire, and the three regiments of cavalry already 
mentioned were appointed to be ready and mounted 
in the Champs Elys6es, to receive the honour of 
being reviewed by Buonaparte, according to their 
petition. As an excuse for assigning so unusual an 
hour of rendezvous, it was said that the General 
was obliged to set out upon a journey. Many offi- 
cers, however, understood or guessed what was to be 
done, and came armed with pistols as well as with 
swords. Some were without such information or 
presentiment Le Febvre, the commandant of the 
guard of the Representative Bodies, supposed to be 
devoted to the Directory, had only received an invi- 
tation to attend this military assembly on the prece- 
ding midnight. Bemadotte, unacquainted with the 
project, and attached to the Republican faction, was, 
however, brought to Buonaparte's house by his bro- 
ther Joseph. 

The surprise of some, and the anxious curiosity 
of all, may be supposed, when they found a military 
levee so numerous and so brilliant assembled at a 
house incapable of containing half of then). Buon»- 
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parte waa.obUged to reeeive them in tbe open idr* 
Leaving them thua. lussemUecly and waiting tb^ cue 
to enter on the stage^ l^t us tiaee the poUdcal nuh» 
noeuvres from which the military ,were to take the 
signal for action* 

Early as Buonaparte^s leTee had tak<» plaee^ the 
Council of Ancients, secretly and hastily a^sem*^ 
bled, had ^et still earlier. > The. ears of ^dl were 
filled by a report, generally ciffCMlated, that the Bo- 
publicaii party had. formed a daring plan^for gi^ng. 
a new populac in^puUe to the goveiiiment It wa» 
sa^ tlyiV A^^^P^^ was tak^at ihe Hotel de» 
S^9 amongst.the par^. who still adopted^ prin- 
ciples pf the old JacQbi|is,rto eojooiectthe two Beprep* 
sentative Bodies in|;o one National Assembly, and in**- 
Teat tl^ powei^s. of goyerqmeiit in. a Committee ^ 
Public ^afety,.i|fte^,th9 mpdd of what waa^Mdled the 
Be|{^ of , .Tenrop. . Circulated hastily, and with such 
additi<>u tOtth^e tale na rwioyni speedily acquire, the 
mind q{ ,\h§. Council <^f ^qients - was .agilated with 
muf^ fear.ai^ an^pety*. Corpudet, Lebniii, and 
Fugues,: mad# glowing spee<^€# to the Assembly, 
in which th^ . terror that th^ir language inspired 
wa8> rendered greater by. the mysterious and indefir 
nite manner in which they expressed themselves. 
They qM)ke.(xf.,pe^nal danger— «f. being overawed 
in th^ deUberatH>xvs-''«^f th^..faU of liberty, and 
of thp, , apprpadb^ng .dei^trJMtCtion pf the BcyuUic* 
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*^ You have but an instant to save France,^ said 
Conradet ; ^^ pennit it to pass away, and the coun- 
try will be a mere carcase, disputed by the vultures; 
whose prey it must become.*^ Though the charge 
of conspiracy was not distinctly defined, the mea- 
sures recomm^ded to defeat it were sufBeiently de- 
cisive. - 

By the 102d, lOSd, and 104th articles of the Con- 
stitution, it was provided that the Coundl of An- 
dents might, if they saw it expedient, alter the place 
where the Legblative Bodies met, and convoke them 
elsewhere ; a provision designed doubtless to prevent 
die exercise of that compulsion, which the Parisians 
had at one time assumed over the National Assembly * 
and Convention. This power the Council of Ancients 
now exercised. By one edict the sittings of the two 
councils were removed to St Cloud; by another, the 
Council delegated to General Buonaparte full power 
to see this ndeasure carried into effect, and vested him ' 
for that purpose with the military command of the 
department. A state messenger was sent to commu- 
nicate to the General these important measures, and 
require his presence in the Council of Ancients ; and 
this was the crisis which he had so anxiously* ex- 
pected. 

^ A few words determined the numerous body of 
officers, by whom the messenger found him surround- 
ed, to concur with him without scruple. Even General 

19 
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Le Febvre,. who commanded the guard of the L^ig- 
lative Bodies, declared his adhesion to Buonaparte. 

The Directory had not even yet taken the alarm. 
Two of them, indeed, Sieyes and Ducos, being in 
the secret of the conspiracy, were already at >he 
Tuilleries, to second the moyement which was pre- 
paring. It is said that Barras had seen- them pass in 
the. morning, and as. they were both mounted, had 
been much amused with the awkward horsemanship 
of Sieyes. He little guessed on what.expedition.he 
was bound. . 

When Buonaparte sallied forth on horseback, and 
at the head of such a gallant cavalcade of officers, his 
first movement: was to assume the command of the 
three r^ments of cavalry, already drawn up in the • 
Champs Elysees, and to lead them to the Tuilleries, , 
where the Council of Ancients expected him. He 
entered their Hall, surrounded by his military staff, 
and by those other generals, whose name carried the 
memory of so many victories. *^ You are the wisdom 
of the nation,"" he said to the Council. *' I come, sur- 
rouiided by the generals of the Hepublic, to promise 
you their support I name-LeFebvre my lieutenant. 
Let :us not lose tiitae looking for precedents. Nothing 
in history ever resembled the end of the eighteenth 
century— nothing in the eighteenth century. resem* 
bled this moment. Your wisdom has devised tlie ne- ^ 
cessary measure, our arms shall put it into execution.'^ ' 
He announced to the military the will of the Coun- 
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cil, and the commimd witb which they had intrusted 
him ; and it was receiyed with loud shouts. 

In the meanwhile the three Directors, Barras, Gro- 
hier, and Moulins, who were not in the secret of the 
morning, began too late to take the alarm. Moulins 
proposed to send a battalion to surround the house 
of Buonaparte^ and make prisoner the General, and 
whomsoever else they found there. But they had no 
longer the least influence oyer the soldiery, and had 
the mortification to see their own personal guard, when 
summoned by an aid-de-camp of Buonaparte, march 
away to ym the forces which he commanded, and 
leave them defenceless. 

Barras sent his secretary, Bottot, to expostulate 
with Buonaparte. The General received him with 
great haughtiness, and publicly, befi^re a large gfMip 
of officers and soldiers, upbraided him with the re* 
verses of the country ; not in the tone of an ordinary 
citisen, possessing but his own individual interest in 
the fate of a great nation, but like a prince, who, re- 
turning from a distant expedition, finds that in his 
absence his deputies have abused theb trust, and 
misruled his dominions. ^^ What have you done,^ 
he said, '* for that fine France, which I left you in 
such a brilliant condition P I left you peace, I have 
found war— I left you the wealth of Italy, I hare 
found taxation and misery. Where are the hundred 

thousand Frenchmen whom I have known ? — all of 

11 
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them my compaoioiis in glory ?•*— They are dead.*' 
It was plain, that evjen now, when his enterprise was 
but commenoed, Buonaparte had ahready assumed 
that tone, which seemed to account every one answer- 
able to him for deficiencies in the public service, and 
he himself responsible to no one. 

Barras, overwhelmed and stunned, and afraid, per- 
h2(ps, of impeachment for his allied peculations, be* 
lied the courage which he was once supposed to possess, 
and submitted, in the most abject terms, to the will of 
the victor. He sent in his resignation, in which he 
stales, ** that the weal of the Republic, and his seal for 
liberty alone, cbuld have ever induced him to under- 
take the burden of a public office ; and that, seeing 
the destinies of the Republic were now in the cus* 
tody of her youthful and invincible General, he glad- 
ly resigned his authority. ^^ He left Paris for his 
country seat, accompanied by a guard of eavafary, 
which Buonaparte ordered to attend him, as much 
perhaps to watch his motions as to do him honour, 
though the last was the ostensible reason. His col- 
leagues, Gohier and Moulins, also resigned their o& 
fice ; Sieyes and Duces had already set the example ; 
and thus, the whole Constitutional Executive Council 
was dissolved, while the real power was vc.sted in 
Buonaparte^s single person. Cambaceres, minister 
of justice, Fouch6, minister of police, with all the rest 
of the administration, acknowledged his authority 
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cordin^y ; and b« was thui placed in fttllpowession 
as well of the ciyil as of the military power. 

The Council of Five Hundred, or rather the re- 
publican majority of that body, showed a more stub- 
bom temper ; and if, instead of resigning, Barras, 
Gohier, and Moulins^ had united themselves to its 
leaders, they might perhaps have given trouble to 
Buonaparte, successful as he had hitherto been. 

This hostile Council only met at ten o^dock on 
that memorable day, when they received, to their 
surprise, the message, intimating that the Council 
of Ancients had changed the place of meeting fimn 
Paris to St Cloud ; and thus removed their debates 
from the neighbourhood of the populace, over whom 
the old Jacobinical principles might have retained inr 
fluence. The laws as they stood afforded the young 
Council no means of evading compliance, and they 
accordingly adjourned to meet the next day at St 
Cloud, with unabated resolution to maintain the de» 
mocratical part of the constitution. They separated 
amid shouts of ^^ Long live the Republic and the 
Constitution !^ which were echoed by the galleries. 
The tricoteuses,'^ and other more zealous attendants 



« 

* The women of lower rank who attended the debates of the Coun. 
dl, plying the task of knitting while they listened to politics, wett 
so denominated. They were always zealous democrats, and might 
claim in one sense Shakspeare's description of 

" Th9 fret msidt, who weave their thiead tTith bonss.* 
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on their debates, resolved to transfer themselyes to St 
Cloud also, and appeared there in considerable num- 
bers on the ensuing day, when it was evident the en- 
terprise of Sieyes and of Buonaparte must be either 
perfected or idbandoned. 

The contending parties held counsel all the even- 
ing, and deep into the night, to prepare for the final 
contest on the morrow. Sieyes advised that forty 
leaders of the opposition should be arrrested ; but 
Buonaparte esteemed himself strong enough to ob- 
tain a decisive victory, without resorting to any such 
obnoxious violence. They adjusted their plan of 
operations in both Coimcils, and agreed that the go- 
vernment to be established should be provisionally 
intrusted to three Consuls, Buonaparte, Sieyes, and 
Ducos. Proper arrangements were made of the 
armed force at St Cloud ; and the command was 
confided to the seal and fidelity of Murat. Buona- 
parte used some interest to prevent Bemadotte, Jour- 
dan, and Augereau, from attending at St Cloud the 
next day, as he did not expect them to take his part 
in the approaching crisis. The last of these seemed 
rather hurt at the want of confidence which Uiis cau- 
tion im^ied, and said, ^* What, general ! dare you 
not trust your own little Augereau ?*^ He went to 
St Cloud accordingly. 

Some preparations were necessary to put the palace 
cf St Cloud in order, to receive the two Councils ; 
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the Orangerie being assigned to the Council of Fire 
Hundred ; the Gallery of Mars to that of the Afi- 
dents. 

In the Council of Ancients, the Moder^, having 
the majority, were prepared to carry forward and 
complete their measures for a change of government 
and constitution. But the minority, having rallied 
after the surprise of the preceding day, were neither 
silent nor passive. The Commission of Inspectors, 
whose duty it was to convene the Council, were in- 
culpated severely for having omitted to give informa- 
tion to several leading members of the minority, of 
the extraordinary convocation which took place at 
such an unwonted hour on the morning preceding. 
The propriety, nay the legality, of the transference of 
the Legislative Bodies to St Cloud, was also chal- 
lenged. A sharp debate took place, which was ter- 
minated by the appearance of Napoleon, who enter- 
ed the hall, and harangued the members by permis- 
sion of the president. " Citizens,^' said he, '^ you 
are placed upon a volcano. Let me tell you the 
truth with the frankness of a soldier. Citizens, I 
was remaining tranquil with my family, when the 
commands of the Council of Ancients called me to 
arms. I collected my brave military companions, and 
brought forward the arms of the country in obedience 
to you who are the head. We are rewarded with 
calumny— they compare me to Cromwell — to Caesar. 
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Had I desired to usurp the supreme authority, I 
hare had opportunities to do so before now. But I 
swear to you the country has not a more disinterest- 
ed patriot We are surrounded by dangers and by 
civil war. Let us not haxaxd the loss of those advan- 
tages for which we have made such sacrifices — Liber- 
ty and Equality.^ 

** And the Constitudon !^ exclaimed Linglet, a de- 
mocratic member, interrupting a speech which seem- 
ed to be designedly vague and inexplicit. 

** The Constitution !^ answered Buonaparte, giving 
wiiy to a more natural expresdon of his feelings, and 
avowing his object more clearly than he had yet dared 
to do—** It was violated on the 18th Fructidor— 
viohited on the ^d Fbreal— violated on the 80th 
Pndrial. All parties have invoked it — ^all have dis- 
regarded it in turn. It can be no longer a means of 
safety to any one, rince it obtains the respect of no 
one. Since we cannot preserve the Constitution, let 
us at least save Liberty and Equality, the founda^ 
tions on which it is erected.^ He went on in the same 
strain to assure them, that for the safety of the Re- 
public he relied only on the wisdom and power of the 
Council of Ancients, since in the Council of Five 
Hundred were found those men who desired to bring 
back the Convention, with its revolutionary commit- 
tees, its scaffolds, its popular insurrections. *^ But 
I,^ he said, ** will save you from such horrors— I and 
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my braye comrades at arms, nvhose swords and caps 
I see at the door of the hall ; and if any hired ora- 
tor shall talk of outlawry, I will appeal to the valour 
of my comrades, with whom I have foiq;ht and con- 
quered for liberty.^ 

The Assembly invited the General to detail the 
particulars of the conspiracy to which he had alluded, 
but he confined himself to a reference to the testi- 
mony of Sieyes and Ducos ; and again reiterating 
that the Constitution could not save the country, 
and inviting the Council of Ancients to adopt some 
course which might enable them to do so, be left 
them, amid cries of ^' Vive Buonaparte r loudly 
echoed by the military in the court-yard, to try the 
effect of his eloquence on the more unmanageable 
Council of Five Hundred. 

The deputies of the younger Council having found 
the place designed for their meeting filled with work- 
men, were for some time in a situation which seemed 
to resemble the predicament of the National Assem- 
bly at Versailles, when they took refuge in a tennis- 
court. The recollection was of such, a nature as 
inflamed and animated tiieir resolution^ and they en- 
tered the Orangerie, when at length admitted, in 
no good humour with the Council of Andents, or 
with Buonaparte. Proposals of accommodation had 
been circulated among them ineffectually. They 
would have admitted Buonaparte into the Directory, 



MAPOLRON BHONAPARTE. 183 

but refused to consent to any radical change in the 
constitution of the year Three. 

The debate of the day, remarkable as the last in 
which the Republican party enjoyed the full freedom 
of speech in France, was opened on 19th Brumaire, 
at two oVlock, I^ucien Buonaparte being president 
Gaudin, a member of the moderate party, began by 
moving, that a committee of seven members should 
be fonned, to report upon the state of the Republic ; 
and that measures should be taken for opening a 
correspondence with the Council of Ancients. He 
was interrupted by exdamations and clamour on the 
part of the majority. 

'' The Constitution ! The Constitution or Death !*" 
was echoed and re-echoed on every side. ** Bayo- 
nets frighten us not,^^ said Delbrel ; ** we are free 
men.'* 

** Down with the Dictatorship— no Dictators !^ 
cried other members. 

Lucien in vain endeavoured to restore order. 
Gaudin was dragged from the tribune ; the voice of 
other Moderates was overpowered by damour — ^never 
had the party of democracy shown itself fiercer or 
more tenacious than when about to receive the death- 
blow. 

*^ Let us swear to preserve the Constitution of the 
year Three !^ exclaimed Delbrel ; and the applause 
which followed the proposition was so general, that 
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it silekiced all resistance. Eveix the members of the 
moderate party — nay, even Lucien Buonaparte 
himself-— were compelled to take the oath of fidelity 
to the Constitution, which he and they were leagued 
to destroy. 

** The oath you have just taken,^ said Bigonnet, 
'^ will occupy a place in the annals of history, beside 
the celebrated vow taken in the tennis-court The 
one was the foundation of liberty, the other shall 
consolidate the structure.^^ In the midst of this fer^ 
mentation, the letter containing the resignation of 
Barras was read, and received with marks of con- 
tempt, as the act of a soldier deserting his post in 
the time of danger. The moderate party seemed 
silenced, overpowered, and on the point of coalescing 
with the great majority of the Council, when the 
clash of arms was heard at the entrance of the apart- 
ment All eyes wete turned to that quarter. Bay- 
onets, drawn sabres, the plumed hats of general offi- 
cers and aids-de-camp, and the caps of grenadiers, 
were visible without, while Napoleon entered the 
Oraugerie, attended by four grenadiers belonging to 
the constitutional guard of the Councils. The sol- 
diers remained at the bottom of the hall, while he ad- 
vanced, with a measured step and uncovered, about 
one-third up the room. 

He was received with loud tiiurmurs. '^ What ! 
drawn weapons, armed men, soldiers in the sanctu- 
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ary of the laws !^ exclaimed the memhen, whose cou- 
rage seemed to rise agaiiist the display of force with 
which they were menaced. All the deputies arose^ 
some rushed on Buonaparte, and seized him by the 
collar ; others called out— ^* Outlawry— outlawry-— 
let him be proclaimed a traitor !^ It is said that 
Arena, a native of Corsica like himself, aimed a dag- 
ger at his breast, which was only averted by the ior 
terposition of one of the grenadiers. The fact seems 
extremely doubtful, though it is certain that Buona- 
parte was seized by two or three members, while 
others exdaimed, ^' Was it for this you gained so 
many victories ?^ and loaded him with reproaches. 
At this criris a party of grenadiers rushed into the 
hall with drawn swords, and extricating Buonaparte 
from the deputies, bore him off in their arms breath- 
less with the scuffle. 

It was probably at this crisis that Augereau^s 
faith in his ancient generates fortune began to totter, 
and hu revolutionary principles to gain an ascend- 
ance over his military devotion* " A fine situation 
you have brought yourself into,^ he said to Buona- 
parte, who answered sternly, ^* Augereau, things 
were worse at Areola— Take my advice — ^remain 
quiet, in a short time all this will change.^ Auge- 
reau, whose active assistance and co-operation might 
have been at this critical period of the greatest con- 
sequence to the Coundl, took the hint, and continued 
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passive.^ Jourdan and BernadoUe} nvho were readj 
to act on the popular side, had the soldiers shown 
the least hesitation in yielding obedience to Buo- 
naparte, perceived no opening of which to avail 
themselves. 

The Council remained in the highest state of 
commotion, the general voice accusing Buonaparte 
of having usurped the supreme authority, calling 
for a sentence of outlawry, or demanding that he 
should be brought to the bar. ** Can you ask me to 
put the outlawry of my own brother to the vote ?^ 
said Luden, But this appeal to his personal sitoa* 
tion and feelings made no impression upon the As- 
sembly, who continued clamorously to demand the 
question. At length Lucien flung on the desk his 
hat, scarf, and other parts of his official dress. '* Let 



* The MoniteuT is anxious to exculpate Augereau from haTing 
taken any part in favour of the routed party on the 1 9th Brumaire. 
That officer, it says, did not join in the general oath of fidelity to 
the Constitution of the year Three. The same official paper adds, 
that on the evening of the 19th, being invited by some of the lead- 
ing persons of the democratic faction, to take the military command 
of their partizans, he had asked them by way of reply, ^' Whether 
they supposed he would, tarnish the reputation he had acquired in 
the army, by taking command of wretches like them ?*' Augereau, 
it may be remembered, was the general who was sent by Buonapnrte 
to Paris to act as military chief on the part of the Directory, in tbe 
revolution of the 18th Fructidor, in which tlie soldiery bad will- 
ingly followed him. Buonaparte was probably weU pleased to 
keep a man of his military reputation and resolved character oat of 
the combat if possible. 
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me be rather heard/' he said, ^* as the advocate of 
him whom you falsely and rashly accuse.^' But his 
request only added to the tumult. At this moment 
a small body of grenadiers, sent by Napoleon to his 
brother^s assistance, marched into the hall. 

They were at first received with applause ; for 
the Council, accustomed to see the triumph of demo« 
cratical opinions among the military, did not doubt 
that they were deserting their general toirange them- 
selves on the side of the deputies. Their appearance 
was but mom^itary — ^they instantly left the hall, 
carrying Lucien in the centre of the detachment. 

Matters were now come to extremity on either 
side. The Council, thrown into the greatest disor- 
der by these repeated military incursions, remained 
in violent agitation, furious against Buonaparte, but 
without the calmness necessary to adopt decisive 
measures* 

Meantime the sight of Napoleon, almost breath- 
less, and bearing marks of personal violence, excited 
to the highest the indignation of the military. In 
broken words he told them, that when he wished to 
show them the road to lei^ the country to victory 
and fame, *^ they had answered him with daggers.^ 

Cries of resentment arose from the soldiery, aug- 
mented when the party sent to extricate the Presi- 
dent brought him to the ranks as to a sanctuary. 
Lucien, who seconded his brother admirably, or 
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rather who led the way in this perilous adventure, 
mounted on horseback instantly, and called out, in a 
voice naturally deep and sonorous, ^^ Greneral, and 
you, soldiers ! The President of the Council of Five 
Hundred proclaims to you, that factious men, with 
drawn daggers, have interrupted the deliberations of 
the Assembly—He authorises you to employ force 
against these disturbers— The Assembly of Five 
Hundred is dissolved !^ 

Murat, deputed by Buonaparte to execute the 
commands of Luden, entered ihe Orangerie with 
drums beating, at the head of a detachment with 
fixed bayonets. He summoned the deputies to dis* 
perse on their peril, while an officer of the constitu- 
tional guard called out, he could be no longer an- 
swerable for their safety. Cries of fear became now 
mingled with vociferations of rage, execrations of 
abhorrence, and shouts of Vive la Republique. An 
officer then mounted the Fresiden^s seat, and sum- 
moned the representatives to retire. *' The Gene- 
ral,^ said he, ^* has given orders.*** 

Some of the deputies and spectators began now to 
leave the hall ; the greater part continued firm, and 
sustained the shouts by which they reprobated this 
military intrusion. The drums at length struck up, 
and drowned further remonstrance. 

^* Forward, grenadiers,^ said the officer who com- 
manded the party. They levelled their muakets, 
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and advanced as if to the chaige. The deputies 
seem hitherto to have retained a lingering hope that 
their persons would be regarded as inviolable. They 
now fled on all sides, most of them jumping from the 
windows of the Orangerie, and leaving behind them 
their official caps, scarfs, and gowns. In a very few 
minutes the apartments were entirely clear ; and thus, 
furnishing, at its conclusion, a striking parallel to 
the scene which ended the Long Parliament of 
Charles the First^s time, terminated the last demo- 
cradcal assembly of France. 

Buonaparte affirms, that one of the general officers 
in his suite o£fered to take the command of fifty men, 
and place them in ambush to fire on the deputies in 
their flight, which he wisely declined as a useless 
and gratuitous cruelty. 

The result of these violent and extraordinary 
measures was intimated to the Council of Ancients ; 
the immediate cause of the expulsion of the Five 
Hundred being referred to the alleged violence on 
the person of Buonaparte, which was said by one 
member to have been committed by Arena, while 
another exaggerated the charge, by asserting that it 
was offiired in consequence of Buonaparte^s having 
made disclosure of some mal-pra6tices of the Corsi- 
can deputy while in Italy. The Moniteur soon after 
improved this story of Arena and his single po- 
niard, into a party consisting of Arena, Marqueari« 
and other deputies, armed with pistols and daggers. 
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At Other times, Buonaparte was said to have been 
wounded, which certainly was not the case. The 
elfect of the example of Brutus upon a republican, 
and an Italian to boot, might render the conduct 
ascribed to Arena credible enough ; but the exist- 
ence of a party armed with pocket-pistols and dag- 
gers, for the purpose of opposing regular troops, is 
too ridiculous to be believed. Arena published a 
^nial of the attempt ; and among the numbers who 
witnessed the scene no proof was ever appealed to, 
save the real evidence of a dagger found on the floor, 
and the torn sleeve of a grenadier s coat, circum- 
stances which might be accounted for many ways. 
But having served at the time as a popular apology 
for the strong measures which had been adopted, the 
rumour was not allowed to fall asleep. Thome, the 
grenadier, was declared to have merited well of 
his country by the Legislative Body, entertained at 
dinner by the General, and rewarded with a salute 
and a valuable jewel by Josephine. Other reports 
were put in circulation concerning the violent pur- 
poses of the Jacobins. It was said the ancient re- 
volutionist, Santerre, was setting a popular move- 
ment on foot, in the Fauxboui^ Saint Antoine, and 
that Buonaparte, through the Ex-Director Moulins, 
had cautioned him against proceeding in his purpose, 
declaring, that if he did, he would have him shot by 
martial law. 
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But tho truth is, that although there can be no 
doubt that the popular party entertained a fuU pur- 
pose of revolutionising the goYcmment anew, and re- 
storing its republican character, yet they were antici- 
pated and surprised by the moYement of the 18th and 
1 9th Brumaire, which could not, therefore, in strict 
language, be justified as a defensive measure. Its 
excuse must rest on the proposition which seems 
undoubted, that affairs were come to such extremity 
that a contest was unavoidable, and that therefore it 
was necessary for the moderate party to take the ad- 
vantage of the first blow, though they exposed them- 
selves in doing so to the reproach of being called the 
aggressors in the contest. 

The Council of Ancients had expressed some 
alarm and anxiety about the employment of military 
force against the other branch of the constitutional 
representation. But Lucien Buonaparte, having 
succeeded in rallying around him about a hundred of 
the Council of the Juniors, assumed the character 
and office of that Legislative Body, now effectually 
purged of all the dissidents, and, as President of 
the Five Hundred, gave to the Council of Ancients 
such an explanation, as they, nothing loath to be 
convinced, admitted to be satisfactory. Both Coun- 
cils then adjourned till the 19th February 1800, after 
each had devolved their powers upon a committee of 
twenty- five persons, who were instructed to prepare 

IS 
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a eivil code agunst the meetiDg of the Legislative 
Bodies. A provisional consular government was ap- 
pointed, consistbg of Buonaparte, Sieyes, and Roger 
Dttcos. 

The victory, therefore, of the 18th and 19th Bru- 
maire, was, by dint of sword and bayonet, completely 
secured. It remained for the conquerors to consider 
the uses which were to be made of it. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

EJheU of (he VUstmry of the U(h dnd mh irumaHfO^^Ck* 
meney of the New Coruulate^^-'Bett^hUa t^angein the FU 
nancesj^Law ofHoatagee repealed^i^JMgume lAberty tdm 
hwed^'^Ifnpnjioements in the War Department.-^Svbmie" 
eion of the Chouaris, and Paeificatkm of La VendSc'^Aeeendm 
ency Of Napoleon in the Consukae,'^I}iiappointment tfthe 
Ahbe Siey^.-^Committee formed to consider Sieyee' Plan of 
a Constitution'^Adopted in part — hut rtjected in essentials* 
A new one adopted, fnonarehiodl in everything but form,'-* 
Sieges retires from publie lif^ on a peMion^^^enercd viem 
of the new Consular form of Government^y^Despotic Power 
qfthe First Consul.'^ReflectUme on Buonaparte's Conduct 
iipon this occasion. 

Ths victory obtained ov^r tlie Biteetory and the 
democrats, upon the 18th and 19th Brumaire, was 
generally acceptable to the French' nation. The fb- 
▼erish desire of liberty, which had been the charac- 
teristic ot all descrijptions of persons in the year 
179^9 was quenched by the blood shed during the 
Reign of Terror ; and even just and liberal ideas of 
freedom had so far fallen into disrepute, ftom thcsr 

vol.. IV. tf 
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resemblance to those which had been used as a pre^ 
text for the disgusting cruelties perpetrated at that 
terrible period, that they excited from association a 
kind of loathmg as well as dread. The great mass 
of the naticm sought no longer guartotees for meta- 
physical rights, but, broken down by suffering, den- 
red repose, and were willing to submit to any govem- 
ment which promised to secure to them the ordinary 
benefits of dvilijsfition. 

BooBaparte^aod Sieye8,^-fi>r, though only during 
a biJ6Pi^^;'i^^ aff jdiiit au- 

thbrities,— were enabled to profit by this general ac- 
quieaoeno^ in many unportant particidars. It put it 
mi^htiyb'w^t td dispdlii^'wiih tiUdit^eesBity of pnr- 
suing and crushing' their scattered adversaries ; and 
the £'reBdi4EAW'akTe¥(dutbn effected in thw sys- 
teen, lihd^^atMbf YsSU^^ff fettef; iit which nor a 
drop of blood was^ spilt! Yet, as had been the ter- 
mination of most recent revolutions, lists of pro- 
scription were prepared ; and without previous trial 
or legal sentenc(9, fif^Hun^ ^of tll0sct who bad phie6- 
ly opposed :the. new CDaMlate^'OH the JSib and 
I9th Brjamaire-'wearflf condeipned to dqportatiQn 1^ 
the eciej^ of the CoDsuk<> Sieyes ir said to ha^e 
suggested Una unjust and arbitraiy measure, which, 
bearing a ocfldui^ of r^enge and persecudon, was 
highly unpopuhr. It wiM not carried into execu- 
tion. Exceptions were at first made in favour of such 
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of the condemned persons as showed themselves difl« 
posed to be tractable ; and at length the sentence was 
altogether dispensed with, and ihe more obnoxioas 
partizans of democracy were only placed under the su- 
perintendence of the police. This conduct showed at 
once conscious strength, and a sfnrit of clemency, than 
which no attributes can contribute more to ihe popu- 
larity of a new government ; since the spirit of ihe 
oppodlion, deprived of hope of success, and yet not 
mg^ on by despair of personal safisty, gradually be- 
comes disposed to sink into acquiescence. The de- 
mocrats, eir, as ihey were now termed, die anarchists, 
became intimidated, or cooled in iheir zeal ; and only 
a few of ihe more enthusiastic continued yet to avow 
those principles, to fareaihe the least doubt of which 

had been, within but a few months, a crime worthy 

^ . • • • .• • • 

of deaih. 

Other and most important decrees were adopted 
by die Consuls, tending to lighten ihe burdens which 
thdr predecessors had imposed on the nation, and 
which had rendered their government so unpopular. 
Two of the most oppressive measures of the Di- 
rectors were repealed wiihout delay. 

The first referred to ihe finances, which were 
found in a state of ruinous exhaustion, and were 
only maintained by a system of compulsory and pro- 
gressive loans, according to rates of assessment on 
the property of the citizens. The new minister of 
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finance, Gaudin, would not even go to bed, or deep 
a siiigle night, until he had produced a subfititute 
for this ruinou$ resource, for which he levied an 
additional rise of twenty-five per cent on aU contri- 
butions, direct and indirect, which produced a hnge 
sum. He carried order and regularity into all the 
departments of finance, improved the collection and 
income of the funds of the Republic, and inspired so 
much confidence by the moderation and success of 
his measures, that credit began to revive, and several 
loans were attained on easy terms. 

The repeal of the law of hostages was a measure 
equally popular. This cruel and unreasonable enact- 
ment, which rendered the aged and weak, unprotect- 
ed females, and helpless children of emigrants, or 
armed royalists, responsible for the actions of th^ 
relatives, was immediately mitigated. Couriers were 
dispatched to open the prisons ; and this act of jus- 
tice and humanity was hailed as a pledge of returning 
moderation and liberality. 

Important measures were also taken for tranquil- 
lizing the religious discord by which the country 
had been so long agitated. Buonaparte, who had 
lately professed himself more than half persuaded of 
the truth of Mahommed'*s mission, became now-* 
such was the decree of Providence-— the means -of 
restoring to France the free exercise of the Chris- 
tian faith. The mummery of Reveilliere Lepaux^s 
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heathenism was by general consent abandoned. The 
churches were restored to public worship ; pensions 
were allowed to such religious persons as took an 
oath of fidelity to the goYomment ; and more than 
twenty thousand clergymen, with whom the prisons 
had been filled, in consequence of intolerant laws, 
were set at liberty upon taking the same tow. Pub^ 
lie and domestic rites of worship in every form were 
tolerated and protected ; and the law of the decades, 
or Theophilanthropic festivals, was abolished. Even 
the earthly relics of Pope Pius V I., who had died at 
Valence, and in exile, were not neglected, but recei- 
ved, singular to relate, the rites of sepulture with the 
solemnity due to his high office, by command of Buo- 
naparte, who had first shaken the Papal authority ; 
and in doing so, as he boasted in his Egyptian pro- 
clamations, had destroyed the emblem of Christiaii 
worship. 

The part takai by Cambaceres, the Minister of 
Justice, in the revolution of Brumaire, had been 
agreeable to Buonaparte ; and his moderation now 
aided him in the lenient measures which he had 
determined to adopt He was a good lawyer, and 
a man of sense and information, and under his ad- 
ministration means were taken to relax the oppres* 
sive severity of the laws against the emigrants. Nine 
of them, noblemen of the most ancient £imllies in 
Prance, had been tlurown on th$ ooast near Calais by 
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sbipwieck, aad the DLrecton had meditated hringiiig 
to trial those whom the winds and waves had spaied, 
as falling under the dass of emigrants returned to 
Prance wjithout permissiony against whom the Uws 
denounced the pepal^ of death. Buonaparte more 
IQieraUy conridered their bemg found mthin d^ 
bibited teiritory, as an act, not of volition, but of in- 
evitable necessity^ and ihey weie dirniiMed accord* 

From the same spirit of pplitic demenejr, La Fay* 
ette^ Latour Maubouig, and others, who, although 
revdlutbnists, had been expelled fiom France fixr 
not canying their principles of fteedom suffidenfly 
hi|^ and fiff , were permitted to return to their na- 
tive country. 

It may be easily believed that the military de- 
partment of the state underwent a con^plete refimn 
under theauthority of Buonaparte. Dubois de Cranc6, 
die Minbter at War under the Directors, was re- 
phiced by Berdiier; and Napoleon gbreB a stn^ige 
picture of the ino^aci^ of the former fimctionary. 
He declares he could not fimush a single report of 
the state of the army--that he had obtained no re- 
gular returns of the effective strengdi of the differ- 
ent rq;iments— diat many corpa had been formed 
in the departments, whose very existence was un- 
known to the minister at war; and finally, that 
when pressed for reports of the pay, of the victual- 
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Ung, and of ihe doddng-of the^rooiMii he-kid fe* 
plied, that lliewar deptttmen^aeillMrpeid, dodied» 
nor victiiaUed then* Thk^maybe eiaggefatedyfer 
Napoleon diaHEod Qobok de Cnndbim his peiwMud 
opponeillt ; fcuiliie inqpfovident and eoitiiptdumG- 
ter of the ^sectorial g^iwiiiBMMi lendeni^idie ihmgfi 
▼ery probable. By ibe eaertiooB of Befdiier, aeotM- 
tomed to BuenaiparteVttode of artaagiiiMnt0^ the 
war department soon adopted a very diibrent ftce of 

Theaame de p a i ta Het tt reedyedyet a dcK l io B ii ligom 
when the Conauk^eaDed lo be ha hea&ihe eekbra- 
ted Camot, whahad vetomed ironi esiB^ m eonse- 
quenee of the fidl off die DittctMSr He fCttMttned 
in office but a lAort 4inle^ fyf^ bemg^a diemecrat 
in principk^ ^he ^K8ii^piO¥ed of 4he pinnMiial-eleva- 
tion of Btunapavte f bitt dmoig the pMJod that he 
continiied inadttunisttatiiNi^ his mfnm^kkwtUumg 
ofdtr ki th« ihiKlaa^' depeMawit^-inid oonbttyiqt the 
plana of^theeaaofiiigii^iiidtMMeaQ anSBiuinaparcey 
weie^thel^i^ieife^hiipQirtittfie*^^^^^^ w... ^.. w. 

Napokon^ tlMw^ae kei^ talent in<4pring die 
wounds of jnteneial war, theft* m UaothM^-amnge- 
maitSr The Chmiins, tmd^ varidua'4hie&, had 
disturbed ibe western pronttoes; bnt the despair of 
pardon, wUch diove so many mabaalAnts So their 
standard, began to subside, and the lab^rsl snd ac- 
commodaiing measures ad<qpted by the new Consular 
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gOYenunent, induced most to make peace with Buo* 
naparte. This tbey did the more readily^ Aat numy 
oi them belieYed the Chief Consul intended by de- 
grees, and when the opportunity offered, to accom* 
pliflh the restorition q£ the Bourbons. Many of the 
chieft of the Chouans submitted to him, and after- 
wards: supported bis government ChatiUon, Siuan<« 
net, D^Autichamp, noUes and chiefs of the Boyalist 
army, submitted at Monduoon, and theb reconciliaf* 
tion with the government, being admitted on liberal 
terms, was sincerely observed l^ them. Bemier, rec- 
tor of St Lp, who had gr^at influence in La Vendue, 
also made his peace, and was afterwards made Bishop 
of Orleans by Buonaparte, and employed in n^go« 
tia^g the Concordat with the Pope. 

Count I#ouis de Frotte, an enterprising and high- 
spirited young nobleman, refused for a long time to 
enter into terms withBuonaparte; so didanother chief 
of the Chouans, called George Cadoudal, a peasant of 
the district of Morbihan, raised to the command of his 
countrymen, because, with great strength and daunt< 
less eourage, be combined the qualities of enterprise 
andsi^^ty. Frott^ was betrayed and made prisoner 
in the house of Quidal, eommandant at Alenfon, 
who bad pioeCended fitiendship tp him, and had pro- 
mised.jtQ negotiate a favourable .treaty on his behalf. 
He and ^ght or nine of his officers were tried by a 
military commissioo^ and condemned to be shot. They 



KAPOtXOM BVOKArABTS. 801 

maxdied hand in hand to the place of execatum, re- 
mained to the last in the same attitude, ezpiessive of 
their pairtakii^ the same sentiments of devotion to the 
cause in which they suffered, and died with the utmost 
courage. Geoige Cadoiidal, left alone, became un« 
able to support the civil war, and laid down his arms 
for a time. Buonaparte, whose policy it was to unite 
in the new order of things as many and as yaxious 
characters as posnUe, not regarding what parts they 
had formerly played, provided they now attached 
themselves to his person, took great pabs to gain over 
a man so resolute as this daring Breton. He had a 
personal interview with him, which he says George 
Cadoudal solicited; yet why he should have done so 
it is hard to guess, unless it were to learn whether 
Buonaparte had any ultimate purpose of serving the 
Bourbon interest. He certainly did not request the 
favour in order to drive any bargain for himself, 
since Buonaparte frankly admits, that all his pro- 
mises and argum^ts failed to make any impression 
upon him ; and that he parted with George, profesa* 
ing still to entertain opinions for which he had fought 
so often and so desperately. 

In another instance which happened at this pe- 
riod, Buonaparte boasts of having vindicated the in- 
suited rights of nations. The Senate of Hamburgh 
had ddivered up to England Napper Tandy, Black- 
well, and other Irishmen, concerned in the rebellion 
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which had lately wasted Irehmd. Baoniqparte too 
this up in a threatening tone, and expounded to ihdr 
trembling enyoy the rights of a neutral territory, in 
language, upon which the subsequent tragedy of the 
Duke d'Enghien formed a singular commentary. 

While Buonaparte was thus busied in adopting 
measures for composing internal discord, and re- 
newing the wasted resources of the country, lihoee 
discussions were at the saaae time privately earrying 
forward, which were to determine by whim and in 
what way it dioiild be governed. There is litde 
doubt, that when Sieyes undertook the revolution of 
Brunudre, he would have desbed fbr his nnlitaxy as- 
fflstant a very different character firom Buonaparte. 
Some general would have best suited him who pos- 
sessed no knowledge beyond that of his proCsssiaii, 
and whose ambition would have been contented to 
accept such diaie of power as oorrec^nded to his 
limited views and capacity; The wily, priest, how- 
ever, saw, that no oiher eeadjutor save BoMapaite 
could have Availed him, after the return of die lat- 
ter fiom Egypt, and was not long of e:i^^riencsig 
that Napoleon would not be satisfied irith anything 
short of the lion*s share of the spoil. 

At the very first meedng of the Consuls, the de- 
fection of Roger Duces to the side of Buonaparte 
convinced Sieyes, that he would be unable to sup- 
port those pretensions to the first place in the go- 
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venimeaCy to which hk fiiends had expected to see 
hun devated. He had reckoned on Ducos% vote for 
givbg him the dtiiation of Fiist Consul ; but Do* 
COB saw better where the force and talent of the Con- 
sulate must be considered as reposed. ^^ General,^* 
said he to Napoleon, at the first meeting of the 
Consular hody, << the j^residency belongs to you as a 
matter of right.^ Buonaparte took the diair accord- 
in^y as a thing of course. In the course of the de- 
liberations, Sieyes had hoped to find that the 6e- 
neral*s opinkms and interference would have been 
limited to military affairs ; whereas, on the contrary, 
he heard him express distinctly, and support firmly, 
pnqmitions on policy and finance, religion and 
jurisprudence. He showed, in short, so little occa- 
sion &r an independent coadjutor, tiiat Sieyes ap« 
pears firom this, tiie very first interview, to have 
given uf all hopes of estabyshing a separate interest 
of his own, and to have seen that the Bevolution 
was £rom that m(»nent ended. On his return home, 
he said to those statesmen with whom he had con- 
sulted and acted preceding the 18th Brumaire, as 
Talleymnd, . Boulay, Roederer, Chabanis, &c.— - 
'^ Gentlemen, you have a Master— give yourself no 
firther concern about the affairs of the state«-Buo« 
napwte can and will manage them all at his own 
pleasure.'" 
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This 'dedaration must have announced to thoBe 
wbo heard it, that the dir&ct and immediate advan- 
tages proposed by the revolation were lost ; that the 
goTemment no longer rested on the popular basis, 
but diat, in a much greater degree than could have 
been said tio have been the case during the reign of 
the Bourbons, the whole measures of state must in 
fiiture rest upon the arbitraiy pleasure of one num. 

It was in the meantime necessary that some form of 
goyeminent should be established without delay, were 
it only to prevent the meeting of the two Councilsy 
who must have resumed their authority, unless su- 
perseded by a new constitution previous to the 19th 
February 1800, to which day they had been pro- 
rogued. As a previous measure, the oath taken by 
official persons was altered from a direct acknowledg- 
ment of the constitution of the year Three, so as to 
express a more general profession of adherence to the 
cause of the French nation. How to salve the wound- 
ed consciences of those who had previously taken the 
oath in its primitive form, no care was used, nor 
does any appear to have been thought necessary. 

The three Consuls, and the Legislative Com- 
mittees, formed themselves into a general Com- 
mittee, for the purpose of organising a constitution ; 
and Sieyes was invited to submit to them that mo« 
del, on the preparation of which he used to pique 
himself, and had been accustomed to receive the 
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lattery of his friends. He appears to have obeyed 
he call slowly, and to baye produced his plan par- 
ially, and by fragments ; probably because he was 
ware, that the offspring of his talents would never be 
ccepted in its entire form, bat must necessarily un- 
iergo such mutilations as might fit it for the purposes 
nd to the pleasure of the Dictator, whose supremacy 
e had been compelled to announce to his party. 
On being pressed by his colleagues in the commit- 
ie, the metaphysical politician at length produced 
is full plan of the hierarchical representation, whose 
iithority was to emanate from the choice of the peo- 
le and of a Consenratiye Senate, which was at once 
t protect the laws of the commonwealth, and absorb, 
s it was termed, all fruious and over-ambitious spi- 
ts, by calling them, when they distinguished them- 
Ives by any irregular exertion of power, to share 
le comforts and incapacities of theb own body, as 
ey say spirits of old were conjured down, and obli- 
id to abide in the Red Sea. He then brought for- 
ird his idea of a Legislative Body, which was to 
te and decide, but without debate ; and his Tribu- 
te, designed to plead for, or to impeach the mea- 
res of government. These general outlines were 
proved, as being judged likely to preserve more 
ibility and permanence than had been found to ap- 
rtain to the constitutions, which, since ITOS, had 
such quick succession been adopted and abandoned. 
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But the idea which Sieyes entertained of lodging 
the executive government in a Grand Elector, who 
was to be ihe very model of a King of Lubberland, wait 
the ruin of his plan. It was in vain, that in hopes 
of luring Buonaparte to accept of this office, he had, 
while depriving it of all real power, attached to it a 
large revenue, guards, honours, and rank. The heap- 
ing with such distinctions an official person, who had 
no other duty than to name two Consuls, who were 
to carry on the civil and military business of the 
istate without his concurrence or authority, was intro- 
dudng into a modem state the evils of a worn-out 
Asiatic empire, where the Sultan, or Mogul, or what- 
ever he is called, lies in his Haram in obscure luxu- 
ry, while the istate affairs are conducted exdusivdy 
by his Viziers, or Lieutenants. 

Buonaparte exclaimed against the whole concoc- 
tion. — " Who,'* said he, " would accept an office, of 
which the only duties were to fatten like a pig upon 
so many millions yearly ?— Or what man of spirit 
would consent to name ministers, over whom, being 
named, he was not to exercise the slightest authority P 
—And your two Consuls for war and peace, the one 
surrounded with judges, churdimen, and dvilians,-— 
the other with military men and diplomatiBts,-*-on 
what footing of intercourse can they be sud to stand 
respecting each other P—the one demanding money 
and recruits, the other refusing the supplies ? A go- 
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sniment involying such a total sepalatbn of offices 
scesBarily connected, would be heteiogeneoiu,-— the 
ladow of a state, bat without the efficient authority 
hich should bdiong to one.^ 
Sieyes did Hot poosess powera of persuasion or 
'omptaess of speedi in additi(ni to his other talents, 
^e was silenced and intimidated, and saw his fa- 
mite ElectOr^General, with his two Consuls, or 
th^ Visieis, fleeted, without maldiig much effi>rt 
Uidr defence. ^ 

Still the system which was actually adopted^ bore, 
point of fotm, soitie fiunt resemblance to the model 
Sieyes. Three Consuls were appointed ; the first 
hold the sole power of mmiinating to puUic of- 
es, and tight of determiiung on puUic measures ; 
s other two were to be his indispensable counsel- 
s. The first of these offices was Jtesigned to faring 
:;k the constitution of France to a monarchical sya- 
Q, wfaUe the second and ihird Were added iherely 
condliate the Republicans, who were not yet pre- 
red for a retrograde movement 
The office of (me of ihese supplementary Consuls 
i offered to Sieyes, but he declined to accept of it, 
1 expressed his wish to retire firom public life. His 
appointment was probably considerable, at finding 
iself acting but a second-rate part, after the sue- 
3 of the conspiracy which he had himself schemed ; 
his pride was not so great as to decline a pecu< 

9 
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niary oompensatioii. BuoBaparte bestowed on him fay 
far the greater part of the private treasure amassed by 
the ex-directors. It was said to amount to six hun^ 
dred thousand francs, which Sieyes called une poire 
pour la soif; in Jlnglish, a morsel to stay the stomach. 
He was endowed also with the fine domain and estate 
of Crosne ; and to render the gift more acceptable, 
and save his delicacy, a decree was issued, compel- 
ling him to accept of this m&nifeifttation of national 
gratitude. The ofiice of a senator gave him dignity ; 
and die yearly appointment of twenty-five thousand 
francs annexed to it, added to the ease of his situa- 
tion. In short, this celebrated metaphysician disap- 
peared as a political person, and became^ to use his 
own expression, absorbed in the pursuit of epicurean 
indulgences, which he covered with a veil of mystery. 
There is no doubt that by thus showing the greedy 
and mercenary turn of his nature, Sieyes, notwith- 
standing his abilities, lost in a great measure the 
esteem and reverence of his countrymen ; and this 
was a consequence not probably unforeseen by Buo- 
naparte, when he loaded him with wealth. 

To return to the new constitution. Every species 
of power and faculty was heaped upon the Chief 
Consul, with a liberality which looked as if France, 
to atone for her long jealousy of those who had been 
the administrators of her executive power, was now 
determined to remove at once every obstacle which 

7 
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might stand in the way of Bii<«ia{iftrte to arbitrary 
power. He possessed the sole right of nominating 
counsellors of staite, ministers) ambassadors, officers, 
:inl and military, and almost all fiincdonaries what- 
soever. He was to propose all new laws, and take 
lU measures for internal and external defence of the 
itate. He commanded all the forces, of ^atever 
lescription, superintended all the national relations 
it home and abroad, and coined the puUic money, 
'n these high duties he had the advice of his brother 
Consuls, and also of a Council of State. But he was 
ccognized to be independent of them all. The Con- 
uls were to be elected for the space of ten years, and 
I be re- eligible. 

The Abbe Sieyes^s plan of dividing the people into 
iree classes, which should each of them declare a 
3rtain nuinba of persons eligible to certain grada* 
ons of the state, was ostensibly adopted. The lists 
rthese eligible individuals were to be addressed by 
le yarious electoral dasses to the Conservative Se- 
ite, which also was borrowed from the Abbess mo* 
>I. This body, the highest and most august in tbe 
ate, were to hold their places for life, and had a con- 
derable pension attached to them. Their number 
M not to exceed eighty, and they were to have the 
»wer of supplying vacancies in their own body, by 
loosing the future senator from a list of three per* 

VOL. IV. 
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sons ; one of them proposed by the Chief Consul, 
one by the Legishitiye Body, and one by the Tribu- 
nate. Senators became for ever ineapable of any 
other public duty. Their duty was to receive the 
national lists of persons eli^ble for official situations, 
and to annul such laws or measures as should be de* 
nounced to their body, as unconstitutional or impo- 
litic, either by tiie Government or the Tribunate. 
The sittings of the Senate were not public. 

The New Constitution of France also adopted the 
Legislative Body and the Tribunate proposed by 
the Abbe Sieyes. The duty of the Legislative Body 
was to take into consideration such laws as should be 
approved by the Tribunate, and pass or refuse tiiem 
by vote, but without any debate, or even any expres- 
sion of their opinion. 

The Tribunate, on the contrary, was a deliberative 
body, to whom the Chief Consul, and his Council of 
State, with whom alone lay the initiative privilege, 
were to propose such laws as appeared to them desi- 
rable. These, when discussed by the Tribunate, and 
approved of by tiie silent assent of the Legislative 
Body, passed into decrees, and became binding upon 
tiie community. The Legislative Body heard the re- 
port of the Tribunate, as expressed by a deputation 
firom tiiat body ; and by their votes alone, but witii- 
out any debate or delivery of opinion, refused or con- 
firmed the proposal. Some of the more important acts 
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of goyernment, such as the proclamation of peace or 
war, could only take place on the motion of the Chief 
Consul to the Tribunate, upon their recommending 
the measure to the Legislatiye Body ; and finally, 
upon the Legislatiye Commissions affirming the pro- 
posal. But the power of the Chief Consul was not 
much checked by this restriction ; fgr the discussion on 
such subjects was only to take place on his own requi- 
sition, and always in secret committee ; so that the 
greatest hindrance of despotism, the weight of pub- 
lic opinion formed upon public debate, was totally 
wanting. ' 

A yeiy slight glance at this Consular form of go- 
yemment is sufficient to show, that Buonaparte select- 
ed exactly as much of the ingenious constitution of 
Sieyes as was applicable to his own object of acquiring 
supreme and despotic authority, while he got rid of 
all, the Tribunate alone excepted, which contained, 
directly or indirectly, any check or balance afiecting 
the executiye power. The substitution of lists of 
eligible persons or candidates, to be made up by the 
people, instead of the popular election of actual re- 
presentatiyes, conyerted into a metaphysical and ab- 
stract idea the real safeguard of liberty. It may 
be true^ that the authority of an ofiicial person, se- 
lected from the national lists, might be said original- 
ly to emanate from the people ; because, unless his 
name had receiyed their sanction, he could not haye 
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been eligible. But the difference is inexpressibly 
great, between the power of naming a single direct 
representative, and that of naming a thousand pet^ 
sons, imy of whom may be capable of being created 
a representative ; and the popular interference in the 
state, which had hitherto comprehended the former 
privilege, was how restrained to the latter and more 
insignificant one. This was the main error in Sieyes's 
system, and the most fatal blow to liberty, whose caa^ 
stitutional safety can hardly exist, excepting in union 
i^ith a direct and unfettered national representation, 
chosen by the people themselves. 

All the other balances and checks which the Abbe 
had designed to substitute instead of that wlueh arises 
from popular election, had been broken and cast away ; 
while the fragments of the scheme that remained 
were carefully adjusted, so as to form the steps by 
which Buonaparte was to ascend to an unlimited and 
despotic throne. Sieyes had proposed that his Elector 
General should be merely a graceful termination to his 
edifice, like a gilded vane on the top of a steepl^-^ 
a sovereign without power-^^a Roijfaineantf with two 
Consuls to act as joint Maires des palais. Baonar 
parte, on the contrary, gave the whole executive 
power in the state, together with the exclusive right 
of proposing all new laws, to the Chief Consul, and 
made the others mere appendages, to be thrown 
aside at pleasure. 
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Neither were the other constitutional authorities 
calculated to offer effectual resistance to the en- 
grosttng authority of this all-powerful officer. All 
these bodies were, in fact, mere pensioners. The Se- 
nate, which met in secret, and the Legislative Body, 
whose lips were padlocked, were alike removed firom 
influendng public opinion, and being influenced by 
it. The Tribunate, indeed^ consisting of a hun- 
dred parsons, retained in some sort the right dP do^- 
bate, and of being publicly heard. But the mem- 
bers, of the Tribunate were selected by the Senate, 
not by the people, whom, except in metaphysical 
mockery, it could not be said to represent, any more 
than a bottle of distilled liquor can be said to repre- 
sent the sheaf of grain which it was originally drawn 
from. What chance was there that, in a hundred 
men so diosen^ th^e should be courage and inde- 
pendence enough found to oppose that primary 
power, by which, like a steam-engine, the whole 
constitution was put in motion ? Such tributies were 
also in danger of recollecting, that they only held 
their office for four years, and that the Senators had 
thor offices for life ; while a tcansitiou from the one 
state to the other was in general thought desiraUe, 
and could only be gamed by implicit obedience during 
the candidate's probation in the Tribunate. Yet, 
slender as was the power of this Tribunate body, Buo- 
naparte showed some jealousy even of this slight 
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appearance of freedom ; although, justly conndered, 
the Senate, the Conservative Body, and the Tribu- 
nate, were but three different pipes, which, separately 
or altogether, uttered sound at the pleasure of him 
who presided at the instrument. 

The spirit of France must have been much broken 
when this arbitrary system was adopted without de- 
bate or contradiction ; and when we remember the 
earlier period of 1789, it is wonderful to consider 
how, in the space of ten years, the race of men, 
whose love of liberty carried them to such extrava- 
gances, seems to have become exhausted. Personal 
safety was now a principal object with most. They 
saw no alternative between absolute submission to a 
military chief of talent and power, and the return 
to anarchy and new revolutionary excesses. 

During the sitting of Buonaparte^s Legislative 
Committee, Madame de Stael expressed, to a re- 
presentative of the people, her alarms on the sub- 
ject of liberty. ^^ Oh, madam,^' he replied, '^ we are 
arrived at an extremity in which we must not trouble 
ourselves about saving the principles of the Revo- 
lution, but only the lives of the men by whom the 
Revolution was effected.^^ 

Yet more than one exertion is said to have been 
made in the Committee, to obtain, some modification 
of the supreme power of the Chief Consul, or at least 
some remedy in ease of its be*mg abused. Several 
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members of the Committee which adjoBted the new 
constitation, made, it is said, an effort to persuade 
fiuonaparte, that, in taking possesion of the ofBce 
of supreme magistrate, without any preliminary elec- 
tion, he would evince an ambition which might pre- 
judice him with the people; and, entreatbg him to 
be satisfied with the office of generalissimo of the 
armies, with full right of treating with foreign powers, 
invited him to set off to the frontier and resume 
his train of victories. ^' I will remain at Faris,^' 
said Buonaparte, biting his nails to the quick, as 
was his custom when agitated — ^^ I will remain at 
Faris-^I am Chief Consul.'*' 

Chenier hinted at adopting the doctrine of absorp- 
tion, but was instantly interrupted—-^^ I will have no 
such mummery,^ said Buonaparte ; *^ blood to the 
knees rather.^^ These expressions may be exagger- 
ated, but it is certain that, whenever there was an at- 
tempt to control his wishes, or restrict his power, such 
a discontented remark as intimated ^* that he would 
meddle no more in the business,^ was sufficient to 
overpower the opposition. The Committee saw no 
option betwixt submitting to the authority of this in- 
flexible chief, or encounteruig the horrors of a bloody 
civil war. Thus were lost at once the fruits of the 
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yirtues, the crimes, tbie blood, the treasure, the mass 
of human misery,. ^hich, flowing fiN>m the ReraliL- 
tion, bad agitated France for ten years; and thus, 
having sacrificed almost all that men hold dear, the 
rights of humanity themselves included, in order to 
obtaija national liberty, h^ inhabitants, withoot 
having enjoyed rational fr^om, or the advantages 
which it insures, for a* single day, returned to be die 
vassals of a despotic government, administered by a 
chief whose right was only in his sword. A few te< 
flections on what might or ought to have been Bao- 
naparte^s conduct in this crisis, naturally arise out of 
the subject. 

We are not to expect, in the course of ordinary 
. life, moral any more than physical miracles. There 
have lived men of a spirit so noble, that, in serviiq; 
their country, they had no other object beyond the 
merit of having done so ; but such men bdong to a 
less corrupted age than ours, and have beoi trained 
in the principles of disinterested patriotism, which 
did not belong to France, pcorhaps not to Enratie, in 
the ^ghteenth century. We may, therefore, ttke H 
for granted, that Bumiaparte was desirous, in some 
shape or other, to find his own interest in the ser* 
vice of- his country, that his. motives were a mixture 
of patriotism and the desire of self-advancement ; and 
it remains to consider in what manner both objects 
were to be best obtained. . 
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The first alternative was the re^estabUshment of 
the Republic, upon some better and less perishable 
raodd than those whicb had been successively adopt- 
ed and abandoned by the French, in the several 
phases of the Revelation. But Buonaparte had al* 
ready determined against this plan of government, 
and seemed unalterably convinced, that the various 
misfortunea and failures which had beoi sustanned 
in the attempt to convert France into a republic, 
afforded irrefragable evidence that her natural and 
proper coidstitutional government must be monarch- 
ical. This important point settled, it remained, Ist, 
To select the person in whose hand the kingly power 
was to be intrusted. . 2dly, To consider in what 
degree the monarchical principle should be mingled 
with, and qualified by, securities for the freedom 
of the people, and checks against the encroachmenta 
of the prince. 

Having broken explicitly with the Republicans, 
Bttonapaste had it in his power, doubtless, to have 
united with those who denred the restoration of the 
Bourbons, who, at this inoment, forined a large po-^ 
tx>ttion of the better classes in France. The name of 
the old dynasty must have brought with it great 
advantages. Their restoration would have at once 
restored peace to Europe, and in a great measure 
reconciled the strife of parties in France. There was 
no doubt of the possibility of the counter-revolution ; 
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for what was done in 1814 might have been atill 
more easily done in 1799. Old ideas would have 
returned with ancient names, and at the same time 
security might have been given, that the restored 
monarch should be placed within such legal restraints 
88 were necessary for the protection of the freedom 
of the subject. The principal powers of Europe, if 
required, would have gladly guaranteed tp the French 
people any class of institutions which might have 
been thought adequate to this purpose. 

But, besides that such a course cut off Buonaparte 
from any higher reward of his services, than were 
connected with the rank of a subject, the same ob- 
jections to the restoration of the Bourbon family still 
prevailed, which we have before noticed. The extreme 
confusion Ukdy to be occasioned by the conflicting 
claims of the restored emigrants, who had lefk France 
with all the feelings and prejudices peculiar to their 
birth and quality, and those of the numerous soldiers 
and statesmen, who had arisen to eminence during the 
revolution, and whose pretensions to rank and office 
would be urged with jealous vehemence against 
those who had shared the fortunes of the exiled 
monarch, was a powerful objection to the restore- 
tion. The question concerning the national do- 
■uiins, remained as embarrassing as before; for, 
while the sales which had been made of that pro- 
perty could scarce be cancelled without a severe 
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shock to nadoinal credit, the restored Bourbons could 
not, on the other hand, fail to insist upon an indem* 
nification to die spirituality, who had been stripped 
of their property for adherence to their reliffious 
vows, and to the nobles, whose estates had been for- 
feited for their adherence to the throne. It might 
also have been found, that, among the army, a pre- 
judice against the Bourbons had survived their pre* 
dilection for the Republic, and that although the 
]|f rench soldiers might see with pleasure a crown 
placed on the brow of their fiivourite general, they 
might be unwilling to endure the restoration of the 
ancient race, against whom they had long borne 
arms. 

All these objections against attempting to recall 
the ancient dynasty, have weight in themselves, and 
may readily have appeared insuperable to Buona< 
parte ; especially considering the conclusion to be, 
that if the Bourbons were found ineligible, the crown 
of France— -with a more extended empire, and more 
unlimited powers— was in that case to rest with 
Buonaparte himself. There is no doubt that, in pre- 
ferring the title of the Bourbons, founded on right, 
to his own, which rested on force and opportunity 
alone, Buonaparte would have acted a much more 
noble, generous, and disinterested part, than in 
availing himself of circumstances to establish his own 
power ; nay, that, philosophically speakbg, such a 
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choice might have been wiser and happier. But in 
the ordinary mode of viewing and acting in this world, 
the temptation was immense ; and Buonaparte was, 
in some measure, unfettered by the circumstances 
which might hare withheld some of his contempo- 
raries from snatching at the crown that seemed to 
await his grasp. Whatever were the rights of the 
Bourbons, abstractedly considered, they were not of 
a kind to force themselves immediately up(m the 
conscience of Buonaparte. He had ilot enjlered 
public life, was indeed a mere boy, whea the gime- 
ral voice of France, or that whieh appeared sodiy 
drove the ancient race from the throne; be had 
acted during all his life hitherto in the service of 
the French government de facto; and it was hard 
to require of him, now of a sudden, to sacrifice the 
greatest stake which a man ever played for, to the 
abstract right of the kbg & jure. Candour wiU 
therefore allow, that though some spirits, of a he- 
roic pitch of character, might, in his place, have 
acted otherwise, yet the conduct of Buonaparte, in 
availing himself, for his own advantage, of the 
height which he had attained by his own talents, was 
too natural a course of action to be loaded with 
censure by any one, who, if he takes the trouble to 
consider the extent of the temptation, must acknow- 
ledge in his heart the difficulty of resistii^ it. 
But though we may acknowledge many excuses 
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for the ambition which induced Buonaparte to as* 
sume the principal share of the new government, and 
although we were even to allow to his admirers that 
he became First Consul, purely because his doing 
so was necessary to the welfare of France, our can* 
dour can carry us no fiurther. We cannot for an in« 
stant sanction the monstrous accumulation of autho- 
rity which oigrossed into his own hands all the powers 
of the state, and deprired the French people, firom 
that period, of the least pretence to liberty, or power 
of protecting themselves from tyranny. It is in vain 
to urge, that they had not yet learned to make a pro- 
per use of the invaluable privfleges of which he de- 
prived themr— equally in vain to aay, that they con- 
sented to resign what it was not in their power to 
defend. It is a poor apology for theft that the per- 
8on plundered knew not the value of the gem taken 
from him ; a worse excuse tor robbery, that the party 
robbed was cHsaxmed and prostrate, and submitted 
without resistance, where to resist would have been 
to die. In choosbg to be the head of a well>rq^* 
lated and limited monarchy, Buonaparte would have 
considted even his own interest better, than by prefer- 
riilg, as he did, to become the sole animating spirit 
of a monstrous despotism.- The communication of 
common privileges, while they united discordant fac- 
tions, would have fixed the attention of all on the head 
of the government, as their mutual bene&ctor. The 
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constitutional rights which he had reserved for the 
crown would have been respected, when it was re- 
membered that the freedom of the people had been 
put in a rational form, and its privileges rendered 
available by his liberality. 

Such checks upon his power would have been as 
beneficial to himself as to his subjects. If, in the 
course of his reign, he had met constitutional op- 
position to the then immense projects of conquest, 
which cost so much blood and devastation, to that 
opposition he would have been as much indebted, as 
a person subject to fits of lunacy is to the bonds by 
which, when under the influence of his malady, he 
is restrained from doing mischief. Buonaparte^s 
active spirit, withheld from warlike pursuits, would 
have been exercised by the internal improvement 
of his kingdom. The mode in which he used his 
power would have gilded over, as in many other 
cases, the imperfect nature of his title, and if he 
was not, in every sense, the legitimate heir of the 
monarchy, he might have been one of the most me- 
ritdrious princes that ever ascended the throne. Had 
he permitted the existence of a power expressive of 
the national opinion to exist, co-equal with and re- 
strictive of his own, there would have been no occu- 
pation of Spain, no war with Russia, no imperial de- 
crees agiunst British xommeroe. The people who first 
felt the pressure of these violent and ruinous mea- 
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sures, would have declined to submit to them in the 
outset. The ultimate consequence— the overthrow, 
namely, of Napoleon himself, would not have taken 
place, and he might, for aught we can see, have 
.died on the throne of France, and bequeathed it to 
his posterity, leaving a reputation which could only 
be surpassed in lustre by that of an individual who 
should render similar advantages to his country, yet 
decline the gratification, in any degree, of his per- 
sonal ambition. 

In short, it must always be written down, as Buo- 
naparte^s error as well as guilt, that misusing the 
power which the 18th Brumaire threw into his 
hands, he totally destroyed the liberty of France, of, 
we would say, more properly, the chance which that 
country had of attaining a free, and, at the same 
time, a settled government. He might have been a 
patriot prince, he chose to be an usurping despot — 
he might have played the part of Washington, he 
preferred that of Cromwell. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Proceedings of Buonaparte in order to conaolidate hit Power — 
His great Suecese — Causes that led to it, — Cambaceres and 
Lebrun chosen Second and Third Canstiis.^^TaUeyrand ap^ 
pointed Minister for Foreign Ajffairs, and Fouehd Minister 
of Police-^Their Characters. — Other Ministers nominated. 
'-^Various Changes made, in order to mark the Commence^ 
meni of a new Era. — Napoleon addresses a Letter person^ 
ally to the King of England — Answered by Lord GrenmUe. 
— Negotiation for Peace, that followed, speedily broken qffl 
— Campaigns in Italy, and on the Rhine — Successes of Mo^ 
reau — Censured by Napoleon for Over^eautiim. — TTie 
Charge considered.'^The Chief Consul resolves to bringbaek, 
in Person, Victory to the French Standards in Italy — His 
Measures for that Purpose, 



The structure of goyerament which Buonaparte 
had selected out of the broken outlmes of the plan 
of Sieyes, being not only monarchical but despo- 
tic, it remained that its offices should be filled with 
persons favourable to the new order of things ; and 

1 
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to Ibis tbt ttlontiaa of Biumipiirte w»9 e«p^cUlly 
tumed. In oi^er tq secuiA Ae mhotion of th^ 
offici^l indmduaU to himself, h» eludod mtit^ly the 
pnnciple by vhich Sieyes h^ pvopoeu^ to ^laborfi^ 
his nutioniil represoitatiTes out of th^ y^nous ^ igff>- 
ed lists of eligibility, to bo mud^ up by tb^ t)a^ 
dassea into whioh his hienmhy divided the Fx^icfi 
people. Without waiting finr these lists of eligible pep* 
sons, or taking any other nde but bis own pleasure, 
and that <^ his ooundlloni, the tiro nmr Cposnls, 
Buonaparte named sixty senator ; the senators nih 
med an hundred tribunes, and three Iwndred li^gie* 
latoni ; and thus the whq^ bodies of the state wsra 
filled up, by a choice emanating firom the esceeutive 
government, instead of being yetted, more or les« 
diseotly, in the peoj^. 

In aurailipg himself of die pri^nl^ies vhioh he had 
usnrpcd, the First Consul, as we must now call him, 
Aowed a moderation as artful as it was fisnciliatory. 
His olgect was to avoid the odium of appearing to 
hold hii rank by his military character only. He 
desired, on the contrary, to assemble round him a 
party, in which the predominant character of indivi* 
duals, whatever it had hitherto been, was to be inev* 
ged in that of die new qrstem ; as the statuary throws 
into the fiimace broken fragments of bronie of every 
various descripdcni, withmiit regarding their iqimedi* 
ate appearanee or fcrm, bis purpose being to uidte 
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them by fusion, and bestow upon the mass the new 
shape which his art destines it to present. 

With these views, Napoleon said to Sieyes, who 
reprobated the admission of Fouch6 into office and 
power, ^^ We are creating a new era. Of the past, we 
must forget the bad, and only remember the good. 
Time, habits of business, and experience, have form- 
ed many able men, and modified many; characters.^ 
These words may be regarded as the key-note of his 
whole system. Buonaparte did not care what men 
had been formerly, so that they were now disposed 
to become that which was suitable for his interest, 
and for which he was willing to reward them liberally. 
The former conduct of persons of talent, whether in 
politics or morality, was of no consequence, providing 
they were willbg, now, faithfully to further and ad- 
here to the new order of things. This prospect of 
immunity for the past, and reward for the future, 
was singularly well calculated to act upon the public 
mind, desirous as it was of repose, and upon that of 
individuals, agitated by so many hopes and fears as 
the Revolution had set afloat. The Consular goveriv- 
ment seemed a general place of refuge and sanctuary 
to persons of all various opinions, and in all various 
predicaments. It was only required of them, in re- 
turn for the safety which it afforded, that they 
should pay homage to the presiding deity. 

So artfully was the system of Buonaparte oontri* 
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Ted, Ihftteach of the dumerbus claaaesof BVebchmeii 
found something in it congenial to his habits, 'his 
feelings, or his circumstance, providing only he was 
willing to sacrifice to it the essential part of his poli*^ 
tical principles. To the Royalist, it restored mo^^ 
narcfaical forms, a court and a sovereign-^^-but^ he 
must acknowledge-that sovereign in Buonaparte.* To 
the churchman, it opened the gates of the templesi 
removed the tyranny of the persecuting philosophers 
—promised- in cotirse of time a national church-^but 
by the altar must be placed the linage of Buonaparte^ 
The Jacobin, dyed double ted in' murder and mas«* 
sacre^-was welcome to safety and security firom the 
aristocratic vengeance which he had so' lately dread^ 
ed; ' The regidde was guaranteed against the return 
of the Bourbons — they who had profited by the 
Revolution as purchasers of national domuns^ were 
insured against their being resumed. - But it was 
under the implied condition, that not a word was to 
be mentioned by those d-devant democrats, of liber* 
ty dr equality : the principles for which forfeitures 
had been made, and revolutionary tribunals erected^ 
were henceforth never to be named. ' To all ihesje 
patties, as to others, Buonaparte held out the same 
hopes under the same conditions.^^^^ All these things 
will I give you, if you will kneel down and worship 
me.^' Shordy afierwards, he was enabled to {dace 
btfore. those to whom the choice was submitted, the 
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origind tanqplttiaB in. its fiiU extenf-Hi difpUy of 
die kingdoms of the eorA, over which he offeiad t» 
•xtoid the empire of Fnnoe, pvoTiding alwiiye he 
wis himself adpMdtedged as the olgeet of gmeani 
obedienee, and almost adoration. 

The qratem of BuenapaTte, as it combined great 
avt widi in apparent generoBity and Uberafity, psB^ 
▼ed enmiendy sueeeasfiil ameng the people of nraneev 
when snlgeoted to the semblanop of a popofanr yot& 
The national gpsit was exhausted by die changes 
and the sufferings, the wars apd the crimes, ef «• 
many years ; and in France, as in aU other conn- 
trie% partiei, exhausted by the exertions and yicisn- 
tttdes of civil war, are in the rery litnation wheve 
military ^rrawiy becomes die next criila. Tlie rich 
favoured Bucmaparte f<HP the sake of protection,— -dra 
poor Soft that of relief,— die enugrants, in many cases, 
because they derired to return to France,"— die mei of 
the Revriution, because they were afraid of being ba- 
nished from it ^— the sanguine and comrageous crowd- 
ed round his standard in hope of victory,— 4}ie timid 
eowcred behind it in the denre of safety. Add to these 
the vast multitude who follow the opinion of others, 
and take die road whidi lies most obvious, and is 
most trodden, and it is no wonder that die 18th Bro- 
maire^ and its consequences, recdived die general 
saaetien of the people. The constitution of die year 
Eight, or Consular Government, was approved by 
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the suffirages of nearly four millions of citicens,- 
more general approbation than any preceding system 
had been received with. The vote was doubtless a 
farce in itself, considering how many constitutions 
had been adopted and sworn to within so short a 
space ; but still the numbers who expressed assent, 
more than doubling those votes which were obtained 
by the constitution of 1792 and of the year Three, 
indicate the superior popularity of Buonaparte^s sys- 
tem. 

To the four millions who expressly declared their 
adherence to the new Consular constitution, must be 
added the many hundreds of thousands and millions 
more, who were either totally indifferent upon the 
form of government, providing they enjoyed peace 
and protection under it, or who, though abstractly 
preferring other rulers, were practically disposed to 
submit to the party in possession of the power« 

Such and so extended being the principles on 
which Buonaparte selected the members of his go- 
vernment, he manifested, in choosing individuals, 
that wonderful penetradon, by which, more perhaps 
than any man who ever lived, he was enabled at once 
to ^scover the person most capaUe of serving him, 
and the means of securing his attachment Former 
crimes or errors made no cause of exclusion ; and in 
several cases the alliance between the First Consul 
and his ministers might have been compared to the 
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msrmgw betw^n the settlers w the ^pmiA mW" 
land, and the imhappy femalest tbe refiue of gieaft 
otie«» 9^1 oul; tQ recruit the ecHoixj.'^^ I i^k tbee 
ODt,^ said ibe buceanedr to the wife to bad aeleefeed 
firomlibeaargoef'viee^ <^ what lias been Ay former 
Qondtiet ; but, hence&rtfay see thou continue ^thfiil 
to me, or tbiV" fitrikiiig his hand en his nuiskety 
** i^haH pimish thy want of fidelity* 

F^ sficrad and third Consuls, Buosaparte dose 
Cambaceres, a lawyer, and a member of the moderate 
party, with Lebrun, who had formerly co-operated 
with the Chanoellor Mwpeou^ The former was em- 
ployed by the Chief Consul as his organ .of oommu* 
nicaUon Fith the Revolutionists, while Lebrun ren- 
dered him the same seryioe with idji^ Boyisl party ; and 
although, as Madame de Stael obseryesy they preach* 
ed very different sermonff on the same texts, yet they 
were both eminently successful in detaehiug from their 
<Migiail &oiions many of either dass, wd uniting 
them widi this third, or government party, whidi waa 
thus coursed of deserters from both. The last soon 
became so numerous, that Buonap«urte waa enaUed tP 
dkpense with the lascuie^ or trimming system, by 
whiiih abne his predecessors, the Directors, had beat 
enidUled to support thw power. 

In the ministry, Buonaparte acted upon the same 
pRBidple, selecting and making his own the men 
whose talmts wi^e most diatiinguiahed, without refer- 

9 
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ence to their fonner conduct. Two. were. particu* 
larly distinguished, as men of the most eminent 
talents, and extensive experience. These were Tal- 
leyrand and Fouch6. The former, noble by birth, 
and Bishop of Autun, notwithstanding his high rank 
in church and state, had been deeply engaged in the 
Revolution. He had been placed on the Hst of emi« 
grants, firom which his name was erased on the esta* 
blishment of the Directorial government, under which 
he became Minister of Foreign Affairs. He resigned 
that office in the summer preceding 18th Brumaire ; 
and Buonaparte, finding hiin at variance with the 
Directory, readily passed over some personal grounds 
of complaint which he had against him, and enlisted 
in his service a supple and dexterous politician, and 
an experienced minister ; fond, it is said, of pleasure, 
not insensible to views of sel&interest, nor too closely 
fettered by principle, but perhaps unequalled in in- 
genuity. Talleyrand was replaced in the situation of 
minister for foreign affairs, after a short interval, as- 
ngned for the purpose of suffering the public to for- 
get his prominent share in the scandalous treaty with 
the American commissioners, and continued for a long 
tract of time one of the closest sharers of Buonaparte^s 
councils. 

If the character of Talleyrand bore no strong 
traces of public virtue or inflexible morality, that of 
Fouch6 was marked with still darker shadesi He 
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hiUl beeit dipt iii iokiie of tfae wprst traiksadaoiit 
ReigD of Tenror^ and hb name ill found amcmg the 
agents of the dreadful crimes of that unhappy pe^ 
ribd. In die days of the Directoty^ he is stated t6 
hiAve j^ofited by the ^versal pecoUktion irhich Was 
then pra^dsed^ nad to hare amassed hurge sums by 
shu^ in oontraets tod farokenge in the puUie (ondli. 
To alofaefer the imperfiecdons of a eharaotelr stained 
with perfidy, venality^ tod indiiftrente to hutaan 
suflfeHng, FottehS brought to Buonaparte's serVie^ 
is d^Yotiml^ never lUre to fiul the Fikst Gonial unv 
iess his ftirtanes diouid happen to diange^ tod a 
]^rfect experience with all the wei^ns of rev^rili- 
tionaary war, and Imowledge of those who were best 
able to widd them. He had managed under Bartas^i 
admfaiistratioii the de{tartment of polioe ; aad^ in die 
tiourse of hk a^ncy, had beomne faetteir acquainted 
p6ifea^ than any mto in Franod with all Ae various 
pardes iii that distracted country, di^ points whidi 
thqr were desutos of reaching^ the modes by wUdi 
they hoped to attain diem, the diaiacter of thmr » 
dividual leademB, md ttie meansto gam diem oterw 
^ bdmidate diem. Formidabie by his ezttosiVe 
falowledge of the revolutionary tprings^ and the ad- 
dress with which he could either put them into mo- 
lion^ or prevent diem &mn operating^ Foudi^, al the 
hMet part of his Hfe^ disjdayed a spedes of wisdom 
which oanm m pUoe of moraUty alid benevoience. 
Loving wealth and power, he was neither a man 
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of atdiHt ftamanB, nor of • yoiigcfiil dispotf liari ; 
and though there wm no acraplo in hit nitiue lo 
withhold him ficom beeommg an agent in th^ grei* 
eriines which state policy^ under an atbitravy go* 
Yemniint, must often require^ yet he had a pruden- 
tiftl and cnnatitational avenum to unneoMsaiy enl^ 
ttkl Wilt tf ways wont to cfaiofnoterifle his own priodple 
of action^ by sayings that he cKd as litlk hana as he 
posidbly eoilld. In his mysterious and terriUe offiee 
of head of the police, he hod often means of granting 
fiivours, or interposing lenity in behalf of indiyidualsi 
of which he gained the foil credit^ wlnle the hanh 
meftsures of which he was the agenti w«w set down 
CO the necessity of his atonticn* By adhering to 
these prind^es of moderation^ he estaUished ibr 
himself at lengdi a duoacter totally inconsistent with 
that bdonging to a melnber of the revolutionary com- 
mitcee^ and leesmUmg rather that of «dmiid but well- 
disposed servant, who, in executing his master's com- 
mands) is dedrous to mitigate as mudi as possible 
thdr effect wn indiTiduahk Iti%«pon thewhok^ no 
wonder, Aat althouj^ Sieyes olgected to Fouch6, 
ftom his wantof prind]^ and Tdleyrand was weme 
to iam ftom jeab^uy, intetferenoe, and personal en- 
mity, Nsfioleon diose^ neverthdess, to retain in the 
confidential situation of mmister of police, the person 
by whom Aat formidaUe office had been first jpkced 
on an efiSsetual fitting. 
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< Of the^ other ministers, it is not necessary to speak 
in detail. Cambaceres retained the situation of Mi« 
nister of Justice, for which he was well qualified ; 
and the celebrated mathematician. La Place, was 
jHreferred to that of the Interior, for which he was 
not, according to Buonaparte^s report, qualified at 
all. Berthier, as we have already seen, fiUed the war 
department, and shortly afterwards Camot ; and Gau- 
din administered the finances with credit to himself. 
Forfait, a naval architect of eminence, replaced 
Bourdon in the helpless and hopeless department of 
the Frrach Admiralty. 

A new constitution having been thus formed, and 
the various branches of duty distributed with much 
address among those best capable of discharging 
them, other changes were at the same time made, 
which were designed to mark that a new era was 
commenced, in which all former prcgudioes were to be 
abandoned and done away. 

We have noticed that one of the first acts of the 
Provisional Government had been to new-modify the 
national oath, and generalize its terms, so that they 
should be no longer confined to the constitution of the 
year Three, but should apply to that which was about 
to be framed, or to any other which might be pro- 
duced by the same authority. Two subsequent 
Iterations in the constitution, which, passed without 
luch notice, so much was the revolutionary or re- 
ublican spirit abated, tended to show that farther 
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changes ^cnre impendingy and that the Gonsolai^ Re- 
public was speedily to adopt the name, as it already 
had the essence, of a monarchy. It was scarcethree 
months since the President of the Directory had said 
to the people, on the anniversary of the taking of 
the BastiUe,— *< Royalty shall never raise its head 
again. • We shall no more behold individuals boast- 
ing a title from* Heaven^ to oppress the earth with 
more ease and security, and who considered France 
as their private patrimony. Frenchmen as their sub- 
jects, and the laws as the expression of their good 
will and pleasure.^ Yet now, in contradiction, to 
this sounding declamation, the national oath, express- 
ing hatred to royalty, was annulled, under the.pre* 
text that the Republic, bebg universally acknow- 
ledged, had no occasion for the guard of such discla« 
mations. 

In like manner, the public observance of the day 
on which Louis XVI. had suffered decapitation, was 
formally abolished.- Buonaparte, declining to pass a 
judgment on the action as just, politic, or useful, 
pronounced that, in any events it could only be re- 
garded as a national calamity, and was therefore in a 
moral, as well as a political sense, an unfit epoch for 
festive celebration^ An expression of the First Consul 
to Sieyes was also current at the same time, which, 
although Buonaparte may not have used it, has been 
generally supposed to express his sentiments. Sieyes 
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liid fpdieii of Loutt. uBdtt the tstobliilMd phnuw ^ 
the Tyrant <* He was bo tynxili^ Buom^arCe x^ 
plied; ^^hadhebeenaochtlshoiiidhavebeeiiaflttb- 
aton'offiocr of artillety> and you, M<»ifiiieiir VAUA^ 
would llaTO bean atill saying mass.^ 

A third mga of appfeoachu^; ehaDge, or rather of 
the apptoaehii^ return to the aBcssnt system of f»> 
wiemmttit under •different chie^ was the veueTalof 
the First Consul fnHa the iqpaitments m the Luiien- 
beurgPalaoe, oocopied by the Diieetons to the royal 
rendence of the TuiUeiies. Madame de Stael be- 
held the entrance of this fortunate soldier faito the 
prmcdiy residence of the Bouihonft He was al- 
ready surrounded by n vassal €mwd» eager to pay 
him the homage which the inhabitants ef these 
splendid halla had so l<»g diaimed as their dae, 
that it seemed to be consistent with the plaoe^ and 
to become Ae rig^t c£ tins new inhabitant. The 
doors were tlurown epsa with a bustle and vioknoet 
es^ressiTe of the importance of the occasion. B«t 
the hero of the scene^ in ascending the magnificent 
staircase^ up whidi a throng of oourtieia fidlowed 
him, seined totally indiflfevent toaU around^ his fim- 
tures bearing only a general expression ofindi ffo f e n co 
to erents, and oonten^ finr mankind 

The first nMasures ef Buenaparte^s new gorem^ 
ment, and die expectation attached to has name, had 
ahea^ gone some length in restoring domestic 
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quiet ; but he was well aware tliat aadh more mmt 
be dona te iwder that quiet perm«ieBt ; that the 
aMttmal fflatioDS ef Franee with Europe must be 
attended te witheot dday ; and that die Frendi ex« 
peded ftem lum either the eondugioii of an honour- 
able peaee, or die rest o rat i on of Tietorjr to thefar na- 
tional bemiera. It was neeessary, toe, that adTanoee 
towaids peace shooU in the firpt place be made, fai 
order, if Aey were nnsncoessflil, that a nation^ spirit 
Bhenld be excited, which might reeoneile the French 
to the renewal of the war with fresh energy. 

Hitherto, In diplomacy, it had been usual to sound 
the way for opening treaties of peace by obscure 
and' almost unaccredited agents, in order that die 
party niHing to make propositions might not subject 
themselres to a haughty and insulting answer, or 
haTe their desire of peace interpreted as a ocmfession 
of weakness. Buonaparte went into the opposite ex- 
treme, and addressed the King of England in a per- 
sonal epistle. This letter, like that to the Arch- 
duke Charles, during the campaign of 1797, inti- 
mates Buonaparte^s affectation of superiority to the 
usual forms of diplomacy, and his pretence to a cha* 
racter determined to emancipate itself from rules 
cmly designed for mere ordinary men. But the man- 
ner of the address was in bad taste, and ill calculated 
to obtain credit for his being sincere in the proposal 
of peace. He was bound to know so much of the 
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constittttioiutl authority of the monarch* whom he 
addressed, as to be aware that Grebrge IIL would 
not, and could not, contract any treaty personally, 
but must act by the advice of those ministers whose 
responsibility was his guarantee to the nation at 
hatge. The terms of theletter set forth, as usual, the 
blesdngs of peace, and urged the propriety of its 
being restored ; propositions which could not admit 
of dispute in the abstract, but which admit much 
discusMon when coupled with unreasonable or inad-^ 
missible conditio!^. 

The answer transmitted by Lord Grenville^'in the 
forms of diplomacy, to the Minister for Foreign A£> 
fairs, dwelt on the aggressions of France, declared 
that the restoration of the Bourbons would have been 
the best security for their sincerity, but disavowed 
all right to dictate to France in her internal- concerns.' 
Some advances were made to a pacific treaty ; and it 
is probable that England might at that period have 
obtained the same or hotter terms than she after* 
wards got by the treaty of Amiens. It may be add-> 
ed, that the moderate principles expressed by the 
Consular government, might, in the infancy of hia 
power, and in a moment of considerable doubt, have 
induced Buonaparte to make sacrifices, to which, tri- 
umphant and established, he would not condescend. 
But the possession of Egypt, which Buonaparte 
must have insisted on, were it only for his own 
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puiatioD, was likely to be an insuperable difficulty. 
The conjuncture also appeared to the English mi«- 
nisters propitious for carrying on the war. Italy bad 
been recovered, and the Austrian army, to the num^ 
her of 140,000, were menacing Savoy, and muster^ 
ing on the Rhine. Buonaparte, in the check recei- 
ved before Acre, had been found not absolutely in^ 
vincible. The exploits of Suwarrow over the French 
were recent, and had been decisive. The stat^ of 
the interior of France was well known ^ and it was 
conceived, that though this successful General had 
climbed into the seat of supreme power which he 
found unoccupied, yet that two strong parties, of 
which the Royalists objected to his person, the Re- 
publicans to bis form of government, could not fail, 
the one or other, to deprive him of his influence. 

The treaty was finally broken off, on the score that 
there was great reason to doubt Biionaparte^s since- 
rity ; and, supposing that were granted, there was at 
least equal room to doubt the stability of a power so 
hastily acknowledged, and seeming to contain in it* 
self the principles of decay. There may be a differ* 
ence of opinion in regard to Buonaparte^s sincerity 
in the negotiation, but there can be none as to the 
reality of his joy at its being defeated. The voice 
which summoned him to war was that which sound- 
ed sweetest in his ears, since it was always followed 
by* exettion and by victory. He had been personally 
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offended, loo, by the alloaum to the kgitiiiute rights 
of the Bourbons, and indulged hie lesmtment bj 
pasquinades in the Honiteur. A supposed latter 
firom the btst descendant of the Stuart fanuly I4»peai^ 
ed there, congratuhiting the King of Britain an his 
aooeding to the doctrine of legitimacy, and summon^ 
ing him to make good his principles, by an abdica- 
tion of his crown in favour of the lineal heir. 

The external situation of France had, as we befiiM 
remarked, been considerably iroproYed by the conse- 
quences of ihe battle ct Zurich, and the yictories of 
Moreau. But the Republic deriyed yet greater ad- 
vantages ft(m the breadi between the JSmpetors of 
Austria and Russia. Paul, naturally of an uncertain 
temper, and offisnded by the management of the last 
campaign, in which Korsakow had been defented, 
and Suwanrow checked, in consequaice of thdr be- 
ing unsupported by the Austrian army, had with- 
drawn his troops, so distinguished far thai own bn- 
very as well as for the talents of their leader, fiom 
the seat of war. But the Austrisns, possessing a 
firmness of character undismayed by defisat, and en- 
eouraged by the late success of their arms under 
the veteran Melas, had made such gigantic exertions 
as to counterbalance the loss of their Russian con* 
federates. 

Their principal force was in Italy, and it was on 
the luHan fi»ntier that they meditated a grand eflbrt, 

8 
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by which, supported by the British fleet, they pro- 
posed to reduce Genoa, and penetrate across the Var 
into Provence, where existed a strong body of Roy- 
alists ready to take arms, under the command of Ge- 
neral Willot, an emigrant oflicer. It was said the 
celebrated Pichegru, who, escaped firom Guiana, had 
taken refuge m Engknd, was also with this army, 
and was proposed as a chief leader of the expected 
insurrection* 

To execute this plan, Melas was placed at the 
head of an army of 140,000 men. This army was 
quartered for the winter in the pUins of Piedmont, 
and waited but the approach of spring to commence 
operations. 

Opposed to them, and occupying the country 
betwixt Genoa and the Var, lay a French army of 
40,000 men ; the relics of those who had been re- 
peatedly defeated in Italy by Suwarrow. They were 
quartered in a poor country, and the £nglish squa- 
dron, which blockaded the coast, was vigilant in pre- 
venting any supplies from being sent to them. Dis- 
tress was therefore considerable, and the troops were 
in proportion dispirited and disorganized. Whole 
corps abandoned their position, contrary to orders ; 
and with drums beating, and colours flying, returned 
into France. A proclamation from Napoleon was 
almost alone suflident to remedy these disorders. He 
VOL. IV. a 
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called on the soldiers, and particularly those corps 
who had formerly distinguished themselves under his 
command in his Italian campaigns, to remember the 
confidence he had once placed in them. The scat* 
tered troops returned to their duty, as war-horses 
when dispersed are said to rally and form ranks at 
the mere soqnd of the trumpet. Massena, an officer 
eminent for his acquaintance with the mode of car- 
rying on war in a mountainous country, full of passes 
and strong positions, was intrusted with the com- 
mand of the Italian army, which Buonaparte resol- 
ved to support in person with the army of reserve. 

The French army upon the Rhine possessed as 
great a superiority over the Austrians, as Melas, on 
the Italian frontier, enjoyed over Massena. . Moreaa 
was placed in the command of a large army, aug- 
mented by a strong detachment from that of General 
Brune, now no longer necessary for the protection of 
Holland, and by the army of Helvetia, which, after 
the defeat of Korsakow, was not farther required for 
the defence of Switzerland. In bestowing this great 
charge on Moreau, the First Consul showed himself 
superior to the jealousy which might have dissuaded 
meaner minds from intrusting a rival, whose military 
skill was often compared with his own, with such an 
opportunity of distinguishing himself. But Buona- 
parte, in this and other cases, preferred the employ- 
ing and profiting by the public service of men of 
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talents, and especially men of military eminence, to 
any risk which he could run from their rivalry. He 
had the just confidence in his own powers^ never to 
doubt his supremacy, and trusted to the influence of 
discipline, and the love of their profession, which in- 
duces generals to accept of command even under 
administrations of which they disapprove. In this 
manner he rendered dependant upon himself even 
those officers, who, averse to the Consular form of 
government; incUned to republican principles. Such 
were Massena, Brune, Jourdan, Lecourbe, and 
Champioimet. He took care at the same time^ by 
changing the commands intrusted to them, to break 
off all combinations or connexions which th^y might 
have formed for a new alteration of the government. 
General Moreau was much superior in numbers to 
Kray, the Austrian who commanded on the Rhine, 
and received orders to resume the offensive. He was 
cautious in his tactics, though a most excellent officer, 
and was startled at the plan sent him by Buonaparte, 
which directed him to cross the Rhine at Schaff hau- 
sen, and, marching onUlm with his whole force, place 
himself in the rear of the greater part of the Austrian 
army. This was one of those schemes, fraught with 
great victories or great reverses, which Buonaparte 
delighted to form, and which often requiring much 
sacrifice of men, occasioned his being called by those 
who loved him not, a general at the rate of ten 
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thousand men per day. Such enterprises resemble 
desperate passes in fencing, and must be executed 
with the same decisive resolution with which they are 
formed. Few even of Buonaparte's best generals 
could be trusted with the execution of his master- 
strokes in tactics, unless under his own immediate 
superintendence. 

Moreau invaded Germany on a more modified 
plan ; and a series of marches, counter-marches, and 
desperate battles ensued, in which General Kray, 
admirably supported by the Archduke Ferdinand, 
made a gallant defence against superior numbers. 

In Buonaparte's account of this campaign be 
blames Moreau for hesitation and timidity in fol- 
lowing up the advantages which he obtained. Yet 
to a less severe, perhaps to a more impartial judge, 
Moreau's success might seem satisfactory, since, 
crossing the Rhine in the end of April, he had his 
head-quarters at Augsburg upon the 15th July, 
ready either to co-operate with the Italian army, or to 
march into the heart of the Austrian territory. Nor 
can it be denied that, during this whole campaign^ 
Mpreau kept in view, as a principal object, the pro* 
tecting the operations of Buonaparte in Italy, and 
saving that chief, in his dauntless and desperate hb- u 
vasion of the Milanese territory, from the dan^r 
which might have ensued, had Kray found an 6t>por^ 
tunity of opening a communicatioii with the Austrian 
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army in Italy, and dispatcfaug troops to its sup- 
port. 

It may be ren^arked of these two great generals, 
that, as enterprise was the characteristic of Buona- 
parte's movements, prudence was that of Moreau's ; 
and it is not unusual, even when there occur no 
other motives for rivals undervaluing each other, 
that the enterprising judge the prudent to be timid, 
and the prudent account the enterprising rash. 

It is not ours to decide upon professional ques- 
tions between men of such superior talents ; and, 
having barely alluded to the topic, we leave Moreau 
at Augsburg, where he finally concluded an armi- 
stice with General Kray, as a consequence of that 
which Buonaparte had established in Italy after the 
battle of Marengo. Thus much, therefore, is due in 
justice to Moreau. His campaign was, on the whole, 
crowned in its results with distinguished success. 
And when it is considered, that he was to manoeuvre 
both with reference to the safety of the First Consul'^s 
operations and his own, it may be doubted whether 
Buonaparte would, at the time, have thanked him 
for venturing on more hazardous measures ; the re- 
sult of which might have been either to obtain more 
brilliant victory for the army of the Rhine, in the 
event of success, or, should they have miscarried, to 
have ensured the ruin of the army of Italy, as well as 
of that commanded by Moreau himselE There must 
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have been a wide difference between the part which 
Moreau ought to act as subsidiary to Buonaparte, (to 
whom it will presently be seen he dispatched a rein- 
forcement of from fifteen to twenty thousand men,) 
and that which Buonaparte, in obedience to his da« 
ring genius, might have himself thought it right to 
perform. The Commander-in-chief may yentuie 
much on his own responsibility, which must not be 
hazarded by a subordinate general, whose motions 
ought to be regulated upon the general plan of the 
campaign. 

We return to the operations of Napoleon during 
one of the most impoitant campaigns of his life, and 
in which he added — ^if that were still posdible—- to 
the high military reputation he had acquired. 

In committing the charge of the campaign upon 
the Rhine to Moreau, the First Consul had reserved 
for himself the task of brining back victory to the 
French standards, on the fields in which he won his 
earliest laurels. His plan of victory again induded 
a passage of the Alps^ as boldly and unexpect* 
edly as in 1795, but in a different dh*ection. That 
earliar period had this resemblance to the present, 
that, on both occasions, the Austrians menaced 
Genoa; but in 1800, it was only from the Italian 
frontier and the Col de Tende, whereas, in 1795, 
the enemy were in possession o f the mountains of Sa- 
voy, above Genoa. Switzerland too, formerly neutral. 
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and allowing no passage for armies, was now as open 
to the march of French troops as any of their own 
provinces, and of this Buonaparte determined to avail 
himself. He was aware of the Austrian plan of ta- 
king Genoa and entering Provence ; and he formed 
the daring resolution to put himself at the head of 
the army of reserve, surmount the Une of the Alps, 
even where they are most difficult of access, and, de- 
scending into Italy, place himself in the rear of the 
Austrian army, interrupt their communications, car- 
ry off their magazines, parks, and hospitals, coop 
them up betwixt his own army and that of Massena, 
which was in their front, and compel them to battle, 
in a situation where defeat must be destruction* But 
to accomplish this daring movement, it was necessary 
to march a whole army over the highest chain of 
mountains in Europe, by roads which afford but a 
dangerous passage to the solitary traveller, and 
through passes where one man can do more to de- 
fend, than ten to force their way. Artillery was to 
be carried through sheep- paths and over precipices 
impracticable to wheel carriages; ammunition and 
baggage were to be transported at the same disadvan- 
tages ; and provisions were to be conveyed through 
a country poor in itself, and inhabited by a nation 
which ha.d every cause to be hostile to France, and 
might therefore be expected prompt to avail them- 
selves of any opportunity which should occur of re- 
venging themselves for her late aggressions. 
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The strictest secrecy was neoessarjr, to procure 
even the opportunity of ftttemptiiig this iradadoua 
plan of operations ; and to ensure this secrecy, Buo- 
naparte had recourse to a singular mode of deceiving 
the enemy. It was made as public as possible, by 
orders, decrees, prodamations, and the like, that the 
First Consul was to place himself at the head of the 
army of reserve, and that it was to assemble at Di- 
jon. Accordingly, a numerous staff was sent to 
that place, and much apparent bustle took place in. 
assembling six or seven thousand men there, with 
great pomp and fracas. These, as the spies of Aus- 
tria truly reported to their employers, were either 
conscripts, or veterans unfit for service ; and carica- 
tures were published of the First Consul reviewing 
troops composed of children and disabled soldiers, 
which was ironically termed his army of reserve 
When an army so composed was reviewed by the 
First Consul himself with great ceremony, it im- 
pressed a general belief that Buonaparte was only 
endeavouring, by making a show of force, to divert 
the Austrians from their design upon Genoa, and 
thus his real purpose was effectually concealed. 
Bulletins, too, were privately circulated by the agents 
of police, as if scattered by the Royalists, in which 
specious arguments were used to prove that the 
French army of reserve neither did, nor could exist 
—and these also were designed to withdraw atten- 
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c tion from the various points on which it was at the 

£ very moment collecting. 

i The pacification of the west of France had placed 

I many good troops at Buonaparte^s disposal, which 

had previously been engaged against the Chouans ; 

: the quiet state of Fans permitted several regiments 

I to be detached from the capital. New levies were 

} made with the utmost celerity ; and the divisions of 

the army of reserve were organized separately, and 

at different places of rendezvous, but ready to form 

a junction when they should receive the signal for 

commencing operations. 



S50 LIFE OF 



CHAPTER IX. 

T%e Chief Onuul leaves Paris on 6th May 1800 — Has an In* 
terview with Neckar at Geneva on ^th — Arrives at Lausanne 
on the ISth — Farums Corps put in motion to cross the Alps. 
•^Napoleon, at the head of the Main Army, marches on the 
ISth, and ascends Mont St Bernard — Difficulties qf the 
march surmounted, — On the 16th, the Vanguard takes pos* 
session of Aosta.'^Fortress and Town of Bard threaten to 
baffle the whole Plan — The Town is captured-^andNapoleon 
contrives to send his Artillery through it, under the Jire qf 
the Fort, his Infantry and Cavalry passing over theAlbaredo, 
^^Lannes carries Ivrea. — JRecapitulation.'^Operations qf 
the Austrian General Melas — At the commencement of the 
Campaign Melas advances towards Genoa— 'Many Actions 
betwixt him and Massena.-^In March, Lord Keith blockades 
Genoa.'^Melas compelled to retreat from Genoa — Enters 
Nice^BecaUed from thence by the news of Napoleon's ha-* 
ving crossed Mont St Bemard-^Genoa surrenders — Buo» 
naparte enters Milan — Battle ofMonteMh, and Victory of 
the French'-^The Chief Consul is joined by Dessaia: on the 
nth June, — Great Battle of Marengo on the 14>th, and 
complete Victory of the French — Death of DessoM — Copt- 
tuiation on the I5th, by which Genoa, S^,, are yielded to the 
French,'^Napoleon returns to Paris on the 2d July, and is 
received with aU the acclamations due to a great Conqueror. 

On the 6th of May 1800, seeking to renew the 
fortunes of France, now united with his own, the 
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Chief Consul left Paris, and, having reviewed the 
pretended army of reserve at Dijon on the 7th, ar- 
rived on the 8th at Geneva. Here he had an inter- 
view with the celebrated financier Neckar. There 
was always doomed to be some misunderstanding 
between Buonaparte and this accomplished family. 
Madame de Stael believed that Buonaparte spoke to 
her father with confidence on his future prospects ; 
while the First Consul affirms that Neckar seemed 
to expect to be intrusted with the management of the 
French finances, and that they parted with mutual 
indifference, if not dislike. Napoleon had a more 
interesting conversation with General Marescot, dis- 
patched to survey Mont Bernard, and who had, with 
great difficulQr, ascmided as far as the convent of the 
Chartreux. << Is the route practicable ?^ said Buo- 
naparte.—" It is barely possible to pass,^ replied 
the engineer.—" Let us set forward then,*" siud 
Napoleon, and the extraordinary march was com- 
mmced. 

On the 18th, arriving at Lausanne, Buonaparte 
joined the van of his real army of reserve, which con- 
sisted of six effective re^ments, commanded by the 
celebrated Lannes. These corps, together with the 
rest of the troops intended for the expedition, had 
been assembled from their several positions by forced 
marches. Camot, the minister at war, attended the 
First Consul at Lausanne, to report to him that 
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15,000, or ftom that to the number of 20,000 men, 
detached from Moreau'^s army, were in the act of de- 
scending on Italy by St Grothard, in order to form 
the left wing of his army. The whole army, in its va- 
rious divisions, was now united under the command 
of Berthier nominally, as General-in-chief, though 
in reality under that of the First Consul himself. 
This was in compliance with a reguladon of the Con- 
stitution, which raidered it inconsistent for the First 
Consul to command in person. It was a form which 
Buonaparte at present evaded, and afterwards laid 
aside ; thinking truly, that the name, as well as office 
of Generalissimo, was most fittingly vested in his own 
person, since, though it might not be the loftiest of 
his titles, it was that which best expressed his power. 
The army might amount to 60,000 men, but one- 
third of the number were conscripts. 

During the interval between the 15th and 18th 
of May, all the columns of the French army were 
put into motion to cross the Alps. Tureau, at the 
head of 5000 men, directed his march by Mount Ce- 
nis, on Exilles and Susa. A similar division, com- 
manded by Chabran, took the route of the Little St 
Bernard. Buonaparte himself, on the 15th, at the 
head of the main body of his army, consisting of 
80,000 men and upwards, marched firom Lausanne 
to the little village called St Pierre, at which point 
there ended everything resembling a practicable road. 
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An immense, and apparently inaccessible mountain, 
reared its head among general desolation and eternal 
frost ; while precipices, glaciers, ravines, and abound- 
less extent of faithless snows, which the slightest con- 
cussion of the air converts into avalanches capable of 
burying armies in their descent, appeared to forbid 
access to all living things but the chamois, and his 
scarce less wild pursuer. Yet foot by foot, and man 
by man, did the French soldiers proceed to ascend 
this formidable barrier, which Nature had erected in 
vain to limit human ambition. The view of the val- 
ley, emphatically called ^^ of Desolation,^ where no- 
thing is to be seen but snow and sky, had no terrors 
for the First Consul and his army. They advanced 
up paths hitherto only practised by hunters, or here 
and there a hardy pedestrian, the infantry loaded 
with their arms, and in full military equipment, the 
cavalry leading their horses. The musical bands 
played from time to time at the head of the regi- 
ments, and, in places of unusual difficulty, the drums 
beat a charge, as if to encourage the soldiers to en- 
counter the opposition of Nature herself. The ar^ 
tillery, without which they could not have done ser- 
vice, were deposited in trunks of trees hollowed out 
for the purpose. Each was dragged by a hundred 
men, and the troops, making it a point of honour 
to brmg forward their guns, accomplished this se- 
vere duty, not with cheerfulness only, but with en 
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thudasm. The carriages wei e taken to pieces, and 
harnessed on the backs of mules, or committed to the 
soldiers, who relieved each other in the task of bear- 
ing them with levers ; and the ammunition was trans- 
ported in the same maimer. While one half of the 
soldiers were thus engaged, the others were obliged 
to carry the muskets, cartridge-boxes, knapsacks, 
and provisions of their comrades, as well as their 
own. Each man, so loaded, was calculated to carry 
from sixty to seventy pounds weight, up icy preci- 
pices, where a man totally without encumbrance could 
ascend but slowly. Probably no troops save the 
French could have endured the fatigue of such a 
march ; and no other general than Buonaparte would 
have ventured to require it at their hand. 

He set out a considerable time after the march had 
begun, alone, excepting his guide. He is described 
by the Swiss peasant who attended him in that capa- 
city, as wearing his usual simple dress, a grey sur- 
tout, and three-cornered hat. He travelled in silence, 
save a few short and hasty questions about the coun- 
try, addressed to his guide from time to time. When 
these were answered, he relapsed into silence. There 
was a gloom on his brow, corresponding with the 
weather, which was wet and dismal His counte- 
nance had acquired, during his Eastern campaigns, 
a swart complexion, which added to his natural severe 
gravity, and the Swiss peasant who glided him felt 
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fear as he looked on him.* Occasionally his route was 
stopt by some temporary obstacle occasioned by a 
halt in the artillery or baggage ; his commands on 
such occasions were peremptorily given, and instant- 
ly obeyed, his very look seeming enough to silence 
all objection, and remove every di£Sculty. 

The army now arrived at that singular convent, 
where, with courage equal to their own, but flowing 
£rom a much higher source, the monks of St Bernard 
have fixed their dwellings among the everlasting 
snows, that they may afford succour and hospitality 
to the forlorn travellers in those dreadful wastes. Hi- 
therto the soldiers had had no refreshment, save when 
they dipt a morsel of biscuit amongst the snow. The 
good fathers of the convent, who possess consider- 
able magazines of provisions, distributed bread and 
cheese, and a cup of wine, to each soldier as he pass- 
ed, which was more acceptable in their situation. 



* Apparently the guide who conducted him from ihe Grand Char« 
treux found the Chief Consul in hetter humour, for Buonaparte said 
he conversed freely with him, and expressed some wishes with respect 
to a little farm, &c which he was ahle to gratify. To his guide 
from Martigny to St Pierre, he was also liheral ; hut the only spe- 
cimen of his conversation which the latter rememhered, was, when, 
shaking the rain-water from his hat, he exclaimed— << There, see 
what I have done in your mountains — spoiled my new hat. Pshaw, 
I wOl find another on the other side.** See, for these and other in- 
teresting anecdotes, Mr Tennent^s Tour through the Netherlandtf 
HoUand, Germany ^ Switzerland^ &c 

9 
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than, according to one who shared their fatigues,* 
would have been the gold of Mexico. 

The descent on the other side of Mont St Bernard 
was as dii&cult to the infantry as the ascent had been, 
and still more so to the cavalry. It was, however, ac- 
complished without any material loss, and the army 
took up their quarters for the night, after having 
mardbed fourteen French leagues. The next morn- 
ing, 16th May, the vanguard took possession of Aos- 
ta, a village of Piedmont, from which extends the 
valley of the same name, watered by the river Dorea, 
a country pleasant in itself, but rendered delightful 
by its contrast with the horrors which had been left 
behind. 

Thus was achieved the celebrated passage of 
Mont St Bernard, on the particulars of which we have 
dwelt the more willingly, because, although a mili- 
tary operation of importance, they do not involve 
the unwearied details of human slaughter, to which 
our narrative must now return. 

Where the opposition of Nature to Napoleon^s 
march appeared to cease, that of man commenced. A 
body of Austrians at Chatillon were overpowered and 
defeated by Lannes ; but the strong fortress of Bard 
offered more serious opposition. This little citadel is 
situated upon an almost perpendicular rock, rising 



* Joseph Petit, Fourrier des grenadiers de la garde, author of Ma. 
rengo, ou Campagne d*ItalJe, 8vo. an. ix. 
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out of the river Dorea, at a place where the Talley of 
Aostft 18 rendered so very nanow by the i^proadi ef 
two mountains to each other, that the fort and walL 
ed town of Baxd entirel j ckse np the entra&oe. This 
fomkbihle ofastacle threatened fcnr the nuNnent to shut 
up the French in a valley, where their means of jsubt 
aistence must have been i^eedfly exhausted. Gene^ 
ral Lannes made a desperate efibrt to carry the Ibrt 
by assault ; but the advanced guard of the atladking 
party wene destroyed by stones, musketxy, and hand- 
gienadefi, and die attempt was relinquished. 

Buoni^arte in perscm went now to reconnoitre, 
and finr diat purpose ascended a huge rock called 
Albaredo, bemg a precipice on themde of one of the 
mouBtmna which form the pass, from the smnmit of 
which he could look down into the town, and into the 
fortress* He detected a possibility oftaking the town 
by storm, though he judged die fort was too strong to 
be obtained by a ooup-de-mmn. The town was aoo^id* 
ingty carried by escalade ; but the Frendi who eb« 
taintd possession of it had little cover from the artiL 
lery of the fbrt, which fired furiously on die houses 
where they endeavoured to shelter themsdves, and 
which die Austrians might have entirely demolidied 
but for respect to the inhabitaots. Meanwhile, Buo- 
naparte availed himself of the diversion to convey 
a great part of his army in single files^ horse as well 
as foot, by a {precarious path formed by the pioneers 

VOL. IV. . R 
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oyer the tremendous Albaredo» and so down on the 
other side, in this manner aroiding the cannon of 
Fort Bard. 

Still a most important difficulty remained. It was 
impossible, at least without great loss of time, to cany 
the.French artillery over the Albaredo, while, with* 
out artillery, it was impossible to move agunst the 
Austrians, and every hope of the campaign must be 
given up. 

In the meantime, the astonished commandant of 
the fort, to whom the apparitbn of this large army 
was like enchantment, dispatched messenger after 
messenger to warn Melas, then opposed to Suchet, 
that a French army of 80,000 men and upwards,, 
descending from the Alps by ways hitherto deemed' 
impracticable for military movements, had occupied 
the valley of Aosta, and were endeavourmg to de- 
bouche by a path of steps cut in the Albaredo. But 
he pledged himself to his commander-in-chie^ thab 
not a single gun or ammunition-waggon should pass 
through the town ; and as it was imposadble to drag 
these along the Albaredo, he concluded, that, bdng 
without his artillery, Buonaparte would not venture 
to descend into' the plain. 

But while the commandant of Bard thus argued^ 
he was mistaken in his premises, though right in his 
inference. The artillery of the French army had 
already passed tlurough the town of Bard, and under 
the guns of the citadel, without bdng discovered to 

3 
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we done eo. This important mancBavre was ac- 
implished by previonsly laying tbe street with dung 
id eartb, over which the pieces of cannon, conceal- 
1 under straw and branches of trees, were dragged 
y men in profoond olence. The garrison, though 
hey did not suspect what was going on, fired never* 
heless occasionally upon some vague suspicion, send 
LiUed and wounded artillerymen in sufficient number 

show it would have been impossible to pass under 

1 severe and sustained discharge firom the ramparts, 
[t seems singular that the commandant had kept up 
no intdligenoe with the town. Any signal previously 
agreed upon— a light shown in a window, fiyr exam- 
ple—would have detected such a stratagem. 

A division of oonsoHpts, under General Chabran, 
was left to reduce Fort Bard, which contintted to 
hold out, until, at the expense of great labour, batte- 
ries were established on the top of the Albaredo, by 
which it was commanded, and a heavy gun placed 
on the steeple of the church, when it was compdled 
to surrender. It is not fruitless to observe, that the 
lesbtance of this small place, which had been over- 
looked or undervalued in the plan of the campaign, 
was very nearly rendeiing the mardi over Mont St 
Bernard worse than useless, and might have ocea- 
sioned the destruction of all the Chief Consults army. 
So little are even the most distinguished generals 
able to calculate with certainty upM all the chaaces 
of war. 
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From 4hi8 dangerous pass, tbe vanguafd of Buo<i 
naparte now advanced down the valley to Ivrea, 
Fhere Lannes carried the town by storm, and a second 
time combated and defeated the Austrian division 
which had defended it, when reinforced and situated 
on a strong position at Romano. The roads to Turin 
and Milan were now alike open to Buonaparte—he 
had only to decide which he chose to take. Mean- 
ivhile he made a halt of four days at Ivrea, to re* 
fresh the troops after their fatigues, and to prepare 
jbhem for future enterpriaes. 
•. During this space, the other columns of his army 
were advancing to form a junction with that of the 
main body, according to the plan of the campaign. Tu^ 
reau; who had passed the Alps by the route of Mont 
Ceiiis, had taken the forts of Susa and La Brunette. 
On the other hand, the hatg^ corps detached by Car- 
not from Moreau^s army, were advandng hf Mount 
St Gothard and the Simplon, to support the opera- 
tions of the First Consul, of whose army they were 
to form the left wing. But ere we prosecute the ac* 
CQunt of Buonaparte^s movements durii^ this mo- 
^ekitous campaign, it is necessary to trace the pre- 
vious operations of Melas, and the situation in which 
that Austrian general now found himself 

It has been already, stated, that, at the commence- 
•ment of this campaign of 1800, the Austrians enter- 
:tiiined the highest hopes rthat their Italian anny. 
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h«ying tak^n Genoa and Nice^ migbt penetrate into 
Provence by crossing the frontier at the Var, and 
perhaps make themselves masters of Toulon and Mar- 
seilles. To realise these hopes, Melas, having left in 
Piedmont a sufficient force, as he deemed it, to guard 
ihe passes of the Alps, had advanced towards Genoa, 
which Massena prepared to cover and defend. A, 
number of severe and desperate actions took place 
between these generals ; but being a war of posts, 
and fought in a very mountainous and difficult ooun-* 
try, it was impossible by^ any skill of comlMnatioh 
to insure on any occasion more than partial success, 
since co-operation of movements upon a great and 
extensive scale was pn^bited by the character of 
the ground. There was much hard fighting, how- 
ever, in which, though more of the Austrians were 
slain, yet the loss was most severely felt by tiie 
French, whose numbers were inferior. 

In the month of March, the English fleet, under 
Lord Kdth, appeared, as we have already hinted, be- 
fore Genoa, and commenced a blockade, which strict- 
ly prevented access to the port to all vessels loaded 
witii provisions, or other necessaries, for tiie besieged 

dty. 

On the 6th of April, Melas, by a grand moye^ 
ment, took Vado, and intersected the French line. 
Suchet, who commanded Massena'ls left wing,was cut 
off from that general, and thrown back on France. 
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Marcbcfiy manceuTres, and bloody combats, followed 
each other in dose detail ; but the French, though 
obtaining advantages in several of the actions, could 
never succeed in restoring the communication between 
Sachet and Massena. FinaUy, while the fimner re- 
treated towards France, and took up a line on Bor- 
gfaetta, the latter was compelled to oonvart his army 
into a garriscm, and to shut himself up in Genoa, or 
at least encamp in a position close under its ramparts. 
Melas, in the meantime^ approached the city more 
closely, when Massena, in a desperate saDy, drove the 
Austrians from their advanced posts, forced them to 
retreat, made prisoners twdve hundred men, and 
carried off some warlike trophies. But the French 
were exhausted by thdr very success, and dbliged to 
remain within, or under the walls of the city, where 
the approach of famine began to be felt. Men were 
already compelled to have recourse to the flesh of 
horses, dogs, and other unclean animals, and it was 
seen that the place must soon be necessarily obliged 
to surrender. 

Satisfied with th^ approaching fall of Genoa, Me- 
las, in the beginning of May, left the prosecution of 
the blockade to General Ott, and moved tiiTy^self 
against Sudiet, whom he drove before him in disor- 
der, and who, overborne by numbers, retreated to- 
wards the French frontier. On the 11th of May, 
Melas entered Nice, and thus commenced the pur- 
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posed invatioii of ihe French frantier. On the 14kh, 
Ihe Anstriaos iigam attacked Suchet, who now had 
concentrated hk forces upon the Var, in hopes to 
protect the French territory. Finding this a more 
d^colt task than he expected, Melas next prepared 
to pass the Var higher up, and thus to turn the 
positi<« occupied I7 Sudbet 

But on the Slst, the Austrian veteran receiyed 
intelUgenoe which put a stop to all his operatbns 
against Suehet, and recalled him to Italy to ttice a 
much more foimidaUe antagonist. Tidings arrived 
tha the First Consul of France had crossed St 
Barnard, had extricated himself from the valley of 
Aosta> and was threatening to over-run Piedmont and 
the Milanese territory. These tidings were as unex- 
pected as embarrassing. The artillery, the equipage, 
the provisions of Melas, together with his communi- 
cations with Italy, were all at the mercy of this 
unexpected invader, who, though his force was not 
accurately known, must have brought with him an 
army more than adequate to destroy the troops left 
to guard the firontier ; who, besides, were necessarily 
divided, and exposed to be beaten in detail. Yet, 
if Melas marched bad^ into Piedmont against Buo- 
naparte, he must abandcm the attack upon Suehet, 
and raise the blockade of Grenoa, when that important 
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^ dty was just on the eve of surrender. 
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Persevering in the belief that the French army of 
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reserve could not exceed twenty thousand moi, or 
thereabouts, in number, and snpposuig that the prm- 
cipal, if not the sole object of the First Consiira da- 
ring irruption, was to raise the siege of Genoa, and 
disconcert the invanon of Provence, Melas resolved 
on marching himself against Buonaparte with such 
forces, as, united with those he had left in Italy, 
might be of power to face the French army, accord- 
ing to his computation of its probable strength. At 
the same time, he determined to leave befisfe .Genoa 
an army sufficient to insure its fidl, and a corps of ob- 
servation in front of Suchet, by means of which he 
might easily resume his plans against that genecal, so 
soon as the Chief Consul should be defeated or dri- 
ven back. 

The corps of observation already meiiti<med was 
under the command of Gen^td EUsnits, staeongly 
posted upon the Roye, and secured by oitrenchments. 
It served at once to watch Suchet, and to covjer die 
snege of Genoa from any attempts to relieve the city, 
which might be made in the direction of France. 

Massena, in the meantime, no sooner. perceived 
the besieging army weakened by the departure of 
Melas, than he conceived the daring plan of a gene- 
ral attack on the forces of Ott, who was left to cany 
on the siege. The attempt was unfortunate. The 
French were defeated, and Soult, who had joined, 
iassena, was wounded and made a prisoner. Yet 
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Genoa stall held out An officer had &und Kia way 
into the place, brought mtdligence of BuonapsrteV 
descent upon Piedmont, and inspired all with a new 
spirit of resistance. Still, however, extreme want 
prevailed in the dty, and the hope of deliverance 
seemed distant The soldiers received little' food, 
the inhabitants less, the Austrian prisoners, of whom 
they had about 8000 in Genoa, almost none.* At 
length, the situation of things seemed desperate. 
The numerous population of Genoa rose in the ex- 
tremity of theb despair, and called for a surrender. 
Buonaparte, they said, was not wont to march so 
slowly ; he would have been before the walls socmer, 
if he was to appear at all ; he must have bcen-defeat- 
ed or driven back by the superior force of Melas« 
They demanded the surrender of the place, there- 
fore, which Massena no longer found himsdf in a 
condition to oppose. 

Yet could that brave general have suspended this 
measure a few hours longer, he would have been spa- 
red the necessity of making it at all. General Ott 
had just received commands from Melas to raise the 



" Napoleon says, that Massena proposed to General Ott to send 
in provisions to feed these unhappy men, pledging his honour they 
should be used to no oiher purpose, and that General Ott waa dis- 
pleased with Lord Keith for declining to comply with a proposal so 
utterly unknoim in the usages of war« It is difficult to give credit 
ta this Btory. 
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bloekide wiih all disptldi^ and to frU teek upentli* 
Foy in ofder to withstiincl Buonaparte^ who, in un- 
expected sttengthy was mairhing upon Milan. The 
Austrian Btaff-offioer, who brought the oxder, had just 
reeeiTed his audience of General Ott» when General 
Andrieux, presenting himself on the part of Massena, 
announced the French general^s desire to surrender 
the plaoe^ if his troops were permitted to march out 
with their arms. There was no timie to debate upcm 
terms; and those granted to Massena by Mdas were 
so unusually favourable, that perhaps they should 
have made him aware of the precarious state of the 
besiegbg army. He was permitted to eracuate Gre- 
noa without laying down his aims, and the couTen- 
tion was signed 5th June 1800. Meantime, at this 
agitating and interesting period, events of still greater 
importance than those which concerned the fate of 
the once princely Genoa, were taking place with 
frightful rapidity. 

Melas, with about one half <^ his army, had reti- 
red from his operations in the Genoese territory, and 
retreated on Turin by the way ol Com, where he 
fixed his head-quarters, expecting that Buonaparte 
would either advance to possess himself of the capi- 
tal of Piedmont, or that he would make an effort to 
relieve G«ttoa. In the first instance, Melas deemed 
himself strong enough to receive the First Consul ; 
in the second, to pursue him ; and in either, to as- 
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mnUe such numeroui foioot as miii^t harass and 
eiabanrass either Us adyance or his retreat. But 
Bttonaparte^s plan, of the campaign was different firom 
vhat Mdas had anticipated. He had formed the re- 
solntbn to pass the rivers Sesia and Tesino, and thus 
leanngTurin and Melas bdiind him, to push straight 
fixr Milan, and form a junction with the divisicm oi 
about SSOjOOO men, detached from the right wing of 
Moreau^s amy, which, commanded by Moncey , were 
on their road to join him, having crossed the moun- 
tains by the route of St Gothard. It was necessary, 
however, to disguise his purpose from the sagacious 
veteran. 

Widi this view, ere Buonaparte broke up from 
Ivrea, Lannes, who had commanded his vanguard 
with so much gallantry, victorious at Bomano, seem- 
ed about to improve his advantage. He had marched 
on Chiavaso, and seising on a number of boats and 
amaU vessels, appeared desirous to construct a bridge 
over the Po at that place. This attracted the atten- 
tion of Melas. It might be equally a preliminary to 
an attack on Turin, or a movement towards Genoa. 
But as the Austrian General was at the same time 
alarmed by the descent of General Tureau^s division 
firom Mount Cenis, and their capture of Susa and La 
Brunneta, Turin seemed ascertsined to be the object 
€xf the French ; and Melas acted cm this idea. He 
sent a strong force to oppose the establishment of 
the bridge^ and while his attention was thus occu- 
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pied, Buonaparte was left to take the road to Milan 
unmolested* Vercelli was occupied by the cayalry 
under Murat, and the Sesia was crossed without 
obstacle. The Tesino, a broad and rapid river, of- 
fered more serious opposition ; but the French found 
four or five smaU boats, in which they pushed across 
an advanced party under General Gerard. TheAus- 
trians, who opposed the passage, were in a great near- 
sure cavalry, who could not act on account of the 
woody and impracticable chanuster of the bank of the 
river. The passage was accomplished ; and, upon 
the second of June, Buonaparte entered Milan, where 
he was received with acclamations by a numeroua dasa 
of dticens, who looked for the re>establishment of the 
Cisalpine Republic. The. Austrians were totally un- 
prepared for this movement. Favia fell into the 
hands of the French ; Lodi and Cremona were oc* 
cupied, and Pizsighitone was invested. 

Meantime, Buonaparte, fixing his residence in the 
ducal palace of Milan, employed himself in receiving 
the deputations of various public bodies, and in 
organising the Cisalpine government, while he 
ed impatiently to be joined by Moncey and his di* 
vision, from Mount St Gothard. They arrived at 
length, but marching more slowly than accorded 
with the fiery promptitude of the First Consul, who 
was impatient to relieve the blockade of Grenoa, which 
place he concluded still held out. He now issued a 
proclamation to his troops, in which he described^ 
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the tesult of the efforts he expected from them, 
^> Cloudless gloTy and solid peace.'*^ On the 9th of 
June his armies were agiun in motion. 

Melas, an excellent officer, had at the same time 
some (^ the slowness imputed to his countrymen, or 
^ the irresolution inddent to the advanced i^e of 
eighty years, — ^for so old was the opponent of Buo^ 
naparte, then in the very prime ol human life,— or, 
as others suspect, it may have been orders from 
Vienna which detained the Austrian general so long 
at Turin, where he lay in a great measure inactive. 
It is true, that on receiving notice of Buonaparte^s 
march on Milan, he instantly dispatched orders to 
General Ott, as we have already stated, to raise the 
si^e of Genoa, and join him with all possible speed ; 
but it seemed, that, in the meantime, he might have 
disquieted Buonaparte^s lines of communication, by 
acting upon the river Dorea, attacking I vrea, in which 
the French had left much baggage and artillery, and 
relieving the fort of Bard. Accordingly, he made an 
attempt of this kind, by detaching 6000 men to Cbia- 
vaso, who were successful in delivering some Aus* 
trian prisoners at that place; but Ivrea proved 
strong enough to resist them, and the French retain- 
ing possession of that place, the Austrians could not 
occupy the valley of the Dorea, or relieve thebe^ 
sieged fortress of Bard. 

The situation, of Melas now became critical His 
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Gommunieationg with the Itft, or north bank of the 
P09 were entirely cut off, and by a line stretdiing 
from Fort Bard to Placentia, the French occupied 
the best and fairest share of the north ol Italy, while 
he found himself confined to Piedmont. The Aus- 
trian army, besides, was divided into two parts,^<nie 
under Ott, which was still near Grenoa, that had so 
lately surrendered to them,— one with Melas himsdf, 
which was at Turin. Neither were agreeably situa- 
ted. That of Genoa was observed on its right by 
Suchet, whose army, reinforced with the ganiaon 
which, retaining their arms, evacuated that city un- 
der Massena, might soon be expected to renew the 
offensive. There was, therefore, the greatest risk, 
that Buonaparte, pushing a strong force across the 
Po, might attack and destroy either the division of 
Ott, or that of Melas himself, before they were aUe 
to form a junction. To prevent such a catastrophe, 
Ott received orders to march forward on the Tesino, 
while Melas, moving towards Alexandria, prepared 
to resume his communications with his lieutenant- 
general. 

Buonaparte, on his part, was anxious to relieve 
Genoa ; news of the fall of which had not reached 
him. With this view he resolved to force his passage 
over the Po, and move against the Austrians, who 
were found to occupy in stroigth the villages of Cas- 
tq^o and Montebello. These troops proved to be the 
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grenttt part of the yeiy army, whieh lie expected to 
find before Genoa, and which was commanded 1^ 
Ott, but which had moved westward, in conformity 
to the orders of Melas. 

General Lannes, who led the vangaaid of the 
Freneh, as usual, waa attacked early in the monmig 
by a superior force, which he had much difficulty in 
remsting. The nature of the ground gave advanti^ 
to the Austrian cavalry, and the Prench w^re bare]y 
able to support their charges. At length the division 
of Victor came up to support Lannes, and the vie* 
tory became no longer doubtful, though the Aua^ 
trians fought most obstinately. The fields, being 
covered with tall crops of grain, and especially of 
rye, the different bodies were frequently hid until 
they found themsdves at the bayonet^s point, without 
haraig had any previous opportunity to estimate each 
other'^s force ; a circumstance which led to much dose 
fighting, and necessarily to much slaughter. At 
length the Austrians retreated, leaving the field of 
battle covered with their dead, and above 5000 pri- 
soners in the hands of tfadr enemies. 

General Ott rallied the remains of his army undor 
the walls of Tortona. From the prisoners taken at 
the battle of Montebello, as this action was called^ 
Buonaparte learned, for the first time, the surrender 
of Genoa, which apprised him that he was too late 
for the enterprise^which he had meditated* Hether9» 
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'ft>fe haitsd his iarmy for Ar«e daji iii tbfe^ posiuoii* of 
'dtradella, nnwilfo^ to advdboe Jnta ike open plam 
'pt Marengo, aad tniBtmg that Mebs would find liiai- 
8elf compelled to give him^battk ia the poution. which 
'he had choaen, as moBt 'tiilfair6ar«Ua for the Austrian 
oaivalry; He dispatched masaengersta Sachet, oott- 
'manding him ta eioss the mouiilahis by the Col de 
'Cadibona, and march on the mer Sctiviay whirii 
would place him in the rear lof the Austanana. 
I Even during the very hatlle of Montebello^ the 
-Chief Consul was joined by Dessaix, who had just a^- 
rivedfrom Egypt. LaodedatFrgua, after an hun^ 
:dred interruptions, thataeemed as if intended to witb- 
hotd him from the &te he was about to maet, he 
had received letters from Buonaparte, inviting him 
tb o(»ne to him iiithout delay. The tmie of the let- 
> ters expressed disooiitent and em b a r r as sment. '^ He 
' has gained all,^ said Dessaix, who was mudi attadh- 
ad to 'Buonaparte, ^^ and yet he is not happy .^ Im- 
mediately afterwards, on reading the account of his 
*taarch over St Bernard, he added, ^^ He will leave 
us nothing to do.* He immediately set out post to 
place himself under the command of his ancient ge- 
laeral, and, as it eventually proved, to epcouoler ap 
.^urly deadi; They had an intereadng convf^raatiofi 
ion the subject of Egypt» to which Buoqaparte con- 
linued' to cUng, as to a matter in which Us own ftme 

■w intimali^ly and inseperately concerned. Dessaix 

^ - 10 * . 
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immediately received the command cf the divisioii 
hitherto under that of Boudet. 

In the meanwhile, the head-quartern of Melas had 
been removed from Turin, and fixed at Alexandria 
for the space of two days ; yet he did not, as Buona- 
parte had expected, attempt to move forward on the 
French position at Stradella, in order to force his 
way to Mantua ; so that the First Consul was obliged 
to advance towards Alexandria, apprehensive lest 
the Austrians should escape from him, and either, 
by a march to the left flank, move for the Tesino, 
cross that river, and, by seizing Milan, open a com* 
munication with Austria in that direction ; or, by 
marching to the right, and falling back on Grenoa, 
overwhelm Suchet, and take a position, the right of 
which might be covered by that dty, while the sea 
was open for supplies and provisions, and their flank 
protected by the British squadron. 

Either of these movements might have been at- 
tended with alarming consequences ; and Napoleon, 
impatient lest his enemy should give him the slip, 
advanced his head-quarters on the ISth to Voghera, 
and on the 18th to St Juliano, in the midst of the 
great plain of Marengo. As he still saw nothing of 
the enemy, the Chief Consul concluded that Melas 
had actually retreated from Alexandria, having, not- 
withstanding the temptation afibrded by the level 
ground around him, preferred withdrawing, most 
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piobaUy to Genoa, to the Iiazard of a battle. He 
was still more confirmed in this belief, when, push« 
ing forward as far as the village of Marengo, he 
found it only occupied by an Austrian rear-guard, 
which offered no persevering defence against the 
French, but retreated from the village without much 
opposition. The Chief Consul could no longer doubt 
that Melas had eluded him, by marching off by one 
of his flanks, and probably by his right. He gave 
orders to Dessaix, whom he had intrusted with die 
command of the reserve, to march towards Rivolta, 
with a view to observe the communications with Ge- 
noa ; and in this manner the reserve was removed 
half a day^s march from the rest of the army, which 
had like to have produced most sinister effects upon 
the event of the great battle that followed. 

Contrary to what Buonaparte had anticipated, the 
Austrian general, finding the First Consul in his 
front, and knowing that Suchet was in his r«ur, had 
adopted, with the consent of a council of war, the 
resolution of trying the fate of arms in a general bat* 
tie. It was a bold, but not a rash resolution. The 
Austrians were more numerous than the French in 
infantry and artillery ; much superior in cavalry, both 
in point of numbers and of discipline ; and it has 
been already said, that the extensive plain of Ma- 
rengo was favourable for the use of that description 
of force. Melas, therefore, on the evening of the 
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18th, concentrated his tbitces in front of Alexandria, 
divided by the river Bormida from the purposed field 
of fight ; and Napoleon, undeceived concerning the 
intentions of his enemy, made with all haste the ne- 
cessary preparations to receive battle, and failed not 
to send orders to Dessaix to return as speedily as 
possible and join the army. That general was so far 
advanced on his way towards Rivolta before these 
counter orders reached him, that his utmost haste 
only brought him back after the battle had lasted 
several hours. 

Buonaparte^s disposition was as follows :— -The 
village of Marengo was occupied by the divisions of 
Gardanne and Chambarlhac. Victor, with other two 
divisions, and commanding the whole, was prepared 
to support them. He extended his left as far as 
Castel Ceriolo, a small village which lies almost pa- 
rallel with Marengo. Behind this first line was placed 
a brigade of cavalry, under Kellermann, ready to pro- 
tect the fianks of the line, or to debouche through 
the intervals, if opportunity served, and attack the 
enemy. About a thousand yards in the rear of the 
first line was stationed the second, under Lannes, 
supported by Champeaux'^s brigade of cavalry. At 
tbe same distance, in the rear of Lannes, was placed 
a strong reserve, or third line, consisting of the divi- 
sion of Carra St Cyr, and the Consular Guard, at 
the head of whom was Buonaparte himself. Thus 
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the French were drawn up on thu memorable day 
in three distinct diyisions, each composed of a corps 
^armicy distant about three quarters of a mile in the 
rear of each other. 

The force which the French had in the field in the 
commencement of the day, was above twenty thou* 
sand men ; the reserve, under Dessaix, upon its arri- 
val) might make the whole amount to thirty thou- 
sand The Austrians attacked with nearly forty 
thousand troops. Both armies were in high spirits, 
determined to fight, and each conBdent in their gene- 
ral — the Austrians in the bravery and experience of 
Melas, the French in the genius and talents of Buo- 
naparte. The immediate stake was the possession of 
Italy, but it was impossible to guess how many yet 
more important consequences the event of the day 
might involve. Thus much seemed certain, that the 
battle must be decisive, and that defeat must prove 
destruction to the party who should sustain it. Buo- 
naparte, if routed., could hardly have accomplished 
his retreat upon Milan ; and Melas, if drfeated, had 
Suchet in his rear. The fine pUdn on which the 
French were drawn up, seemed lists formed by nature 
for such an encounter, when the fate of kingdoms was 
at issue. 

Early in the morning the Austrians crossed the 
Bormida, in three columns, by three military bridges, 
and advanced in the same order. The right and the 
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centre columns, consisting of infantry, were com* 
manded by Generals Haddick and Kaine ; the left, 
composed entirely of light troops and cavalry, made 
a detour round Castel Ceriolo, the village mentioned 
as forming the extreme right of the French pontion. 
About seven in the morning, Haddick attacked Ma* 
rengo with fury, and 6ardanne*s division^ after fight- 
ing bravely, proved inadequate to its defence. Victor 
supported Gardanne, and endeavoured to cover the 
village by an oblique movement. Melas, who com'- 
manded in person the central column of the Aus- 
trians, moved to support Haddick; and by their 
united efforts, the village of Marengo, after having 
been once or twice lost and won, was finally carried. 
The broken divisions of Victor and Gardanne, 
driven out of Marengo, endeavoured to rally on the 
second line, commanded by Lannes. This was about 
nine o^clock. While one Austrian column manoeuvred 
to turn Lannes^s flank, in which they could not sue- 
ceed, another, with better fortune, broke through the 
centre of Victor's division, in a considerable degree 
disordered them, and thus uncovering Lannes's left 
wing, compelled him to retreat. He was able to do so 
in tolerably good order ; but not so the broken troops 
of Victor on the left, who fled to the rear in great 
confusion. The column of Austrian cavalry who had 
come round Castel Ceriolo, now appeared on the field, 
and threatened the right of Lanues, which alone re- 
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mamed Standing finn. Napoleon detached two batta- 
lions of the Consular Guard from the third line, or 
reserve, which, forming squares behind the right 
wing of Lannes, supported its resbtance, and with- 
drew from it in part the attention of the enemy^s c»- 
valiy. The Chief Consul himself, whose post was 
distinguished by the frurred caps of a guard of two 
hundred grenadiers, brought up Monnier'^s division, 
which had but now entered the field at the moment 
ci extreme need, being the advance of Dessaix^s re- 
serve, returned from their half day^s march towards 
Rivolta. These were, with the guards, directed to 
mipport Lannes^s right wing, and a brigade detached 
from them was thrown into Castel Ceriolp, which now 
became the point of support on Buonaparte^s extreme 
right, and which the Austrians, somewhat unaccount- 
ably, had omitted to occupy in force when their left 
column passed it in the bq;inning of the engagement 
Buonaparte, meantime, by several desperate charges 
of cavaliy, endeavoured in vain to arrest the progress 
of the enemy. His left wing was put completely to 
flight ; his centre was in great disorder, and it was 
only his right wing, which, by strong support, bad 
been enabled to stand their ground. 

In these circumstances the day seemed so entirely 
against him, that, to prevent his right wing from 
being overwhelmed, he was compelled to retreat in 
the fiicc of an enemy superior in numbers, and par- 
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dcularly in cayalry and artillery. It was, howeyer, 
rather a change of position, than an absolute retreat 
to the rear. The French right, still resting on Cas- 
tel Ceriolo, which formed the pivot of the manoeuvre, 
had orders to retreat very slowly, the centre faster, 
the left at ordinary quick time. In this manner the 
whole line of battle was changed, and instead of ex- 
tending diagonally across the plain, as when the fight 
began, the French now occupied an oblong position, 
the left being withdrawn as far back as St Juliano, 
where it was protected by the advance of Dessaix'^s 
troops. This division, being the sole remaining re- 
serve, had now at length arrived on the field, and, by 
Buonaparte's directions, had taken a strong position 
in front of Saint Juliano, on which the French were 
obliged to retreat, great part of the left wing in the 
disorder of utter flight, the right wing steadily, and 
by intervals fronting the enemy, and sustaimng with 
firmness the attacks made upon them. 

At this time, and when victory seemed within his 
grasp, the strength of General Melas, eighty year« 
old, and who had been many hours on horseback^ 
£uled entirely ; and he was obliged to leave the field, 
and retire to Alexandria, committing to Generid 
Zach the charge of completing a victory which ap- 
peared to be already gained. 

But the position of Dessaix, at Saint Juliano, af- 
forded the First Consul a rallying point, which he 
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now grefttly needed His army ofreserve lay formed 
in two lines in firont of the village, thdr Banks sustain- 
ed by battalions enpotence^ formed into close columns 
of infantry ; on the left was a tnun of artillery ; on 
the right, Kellennann, with a large body of Frendi 
cayalry, which, routed in the beginning of the day, 
had rallied in this place. The ground that Dessaix 
occupied was where the high road forms a sort of 
defile, having on the one hand a wood, on the other 
a thick plantation of vines. 

The French soldier understands bettor perhaps 
than any other in the world the art of rallying, 
after having been dispersed. The fu^tives of Vic* 
tor^s division, though in extreme disorder, threw 
themselves into the rear of Dessaix's position, and, 
covered by his troops, renewed their ranks and their 
courage. Yet, when Dessaix saw the plain filled 
with flying soldiers, and beheld Buonaparte himself 
in ftill retreat, he thought all must be lost They 
met in the middle of the greatest apparent conftuion^ 
and Dessaix said, ** The battle is lost— I suppose I 
can do no more for you than secure your retreat ?^ 

^^ By no means,"^ answered the First Consul, 
^^ the battle is, I trust, gained— the disordered troops 
whom you see are my centre and left, whom I will 
rally in your rear— Push forward your column.^ 

Dessaix, at the head.of the ninth light brigade, 
instantly rushed forward, and charged the Aus* 
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trians, wearied with fighting the whole day, and dis* 
ordered by their hasty pursuit. The moment at 
which he advanced, so critically favourable for Buo- 
naparte, was fatal to himself. He fell, shot through 
the head.* But his soldiers continued to attack 
with fury, and Kellermann, at the same time chai> 
ging the Austrian column, penetrated its ranks, and 
separated from the rest six battalions, which, sur« 
prised and panic-struck, threw down their arms; 
Zach, who, in the absence of Melas, commanded in 
chief» being at their head, was taken with them. The 
Austrians were now driven back in their turn. Buo- 
naparte galloped along the French line, calling on 
the soldiers to advance. ^^ You know,^ he said, ^* it 
is always my practice to sleep on the field of battle.^ 
The Austrians had pursued their success with 
incautious hurry, and without attending to the due 
support which one corps ought, in all circumstances, 
to be prepared to afford to another. Their left fiank 
was also exposed, by their hasty advance, to Buona- 
parte^s right, which had never lost order. They 



* The Moniteur put in the mouth of the dying general a mesw 
sage to Buonaparte, in which he expressed his regret that he had 
done so little for history, and in that of the Chief Consul an answer, 
lamenting that he had no time to weep for Dessaix. But Buona- 
parte himself assures us, that Dessfux was shot dead on thp spot ; 
nor is it probable that the tide of battle, then just upon the act of 
turning, left the Consul himself time for set phrases, or sentimental 
ejaculations* 
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were, tberefore, toftally unprqiared to resist this ge- 
nend, furious, and unexpected attack. They were 
finced back at all points, and pursued along the 
pUin, suffering imm^ise loss ; nor were they again 
aUe to make a stand until driyoi back oyer the Bor- 
Btida. Their fine cavalry, instead of being drawn 
lip in squadrons to cover their retreat, fied in dis- 
order, and at Ml gallop, riding down all that was 
in their way. The confusion at passing the river was 
inextricable— large bodies of men were abandoned on 
the lefl side, and surrendered to the French in the 
course of the night, or next morning. 

It is evident, in perusing the accounts of this bat- 
tle, that the victory was wrested out of the hands of 
the AuBtrians, after they had become, by the fatigues 
of the day, too weary to hold it. Had they sus- 
tuned their advance by reserves, their disaster would 
not have taken place. It seems also <;ertain, that 
the fate of Buonaparte was determined by die ar- 
rival of Dessaix at the moment he did, and that in 
s)pite of the skilful disposition by which the Chief 
Consul was enabled to support the attack so long, he 
must have been utterly defeated had Dessaix put less 
dispatch in his counter-march. Military men have 
been farther of opinion, that Melas was guilty of a 
great error, in not occupying Castel Ceriolo on the 
advance ; and that the appearances of early victory 
led the Austrians to be by far too unguarded in thor 
advance on Saint Juliano. 
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In oonsequenoe of a loss which seemed in the dr* 
cumstiinces altogether irreparable, Melas resolved to 
save the remains of his army, by entering, upon the 
15th June 1800, into a convention, or rather capitu* 
lation, by which he agreed, on receiving permissioa 
to retire behind Mantua, to yiield up Genoa, and 
all the fortified places whidi the Austrians possessed 
in Piedmont^ Lombardy, and the Legations. Buo- 
naparte the more readily granted Uiese tepms, that 
an English army was in the act oi arriving on the 
coast. His wisdom taught him not to drive a power- 
ful enemy to despair, and to be satisfied with the 
glory of having regained, in the affairs of Monte* 
bello and of Marengo, almost all the loss sustained 
by the French in the disastrous campaign of 1799. 
Enough had been done to show, that, as the fortunes 
€j£ France appeared to wane and dwindle after Buo* 
Baparte^s departure, so they revived with even moie 
than their original briUianey^as soon as this Child of 
Destiny had returned to preside over them. An ar- 
mistice was also agi^ed upon^ which it was supposed 
might afford time for the conclusion of a victorious 
peace with Austria; and Buonapf^te extended this 
truce to the armies on the Rhine, as well as those in 
Itely. 

Two days having been spent in the arvangements 
which the convention with Melas rendered neces- 
sary, Buonaparte^ on the 17th June, returned to 
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Mibm, where he again renewed the republican con«> 
Btitution, which bad been his original gift to the 
Cisalpine State. He executed several other acts of 
authority. Though displeased with Massena for the 
surrender of Genoa, he did not the less constitute him 
Commander-in-chief in Italy ; and though doubtful 
of Jourdan^s attachment, who, on the 18th Brumaire, 
seemed ready to espouse the Republican interest, he 
did not on that account hesitate to name him Mini- 
ster of the French Republic in Piedmont, which was 
equivalent to giving him the administration of that 
province. These conciliatory steps had the eflect of 
making men of the most opposite parties see their 
own interest in supporting the government of- the 
First Consul. 

The presence of Napoleon was now eagerly de- 
nred at Paris. He set out from Milan on the S4th 
June, and in his passage through Lyons, paused to 
lay th^ foundation-stone for rebuilding the Place 
Bellecour; a splendid square, which had been destroy- 
ed by the frantic vengeance of the Jacobins when 
Lyons was rteaken by them from the insurgent party 
of Girondins and Royalists. Finally, the Chief Con- 
sul returned to Paris upon the Sd July. He had left 
it on the 6th of May ; yet in the space ef not quite 
two months, how many hopes had he realized ! All 
that the most sanguine pardzans had ventured to an- 
ticipate of his success had been exceeded. It seem- 
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ed that his mere presence in Italy was of itself suffi- 
cient at once to obliterate the misfortunes of a disas- 
trous campaign, and restore the fruits of his own 
brilliant victories, which had been lost during his ab- 
sence. It appeared as if he was the sun of France-— 
when he was hid from her, aU was gloom— when he 
appeared, light and serenity were restored. All the 
inhabitants, leaving their occupations, thronged to the 
Tuilleries to obtain a glimpse of the wonderful man, 
who appeared with the laurel of victory in the one 
hand, and the olive of peace in the other. Shouts 
of welcome and congratulation resounded from the 
gardens, the courts, and the quays, by which the 
palace is surrounded ; high and low illuminated their 
houses ; and there were few Frenchmen, perhaps, that 
were not for the moment partakers of the general joy. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Napoleon offers, and the Austrian Enwty accepts, a new TVeaiy 
— The Emperor refuses it, unless England is included. — 
NetfOtiaiUnu then attempted with England — They faU, and 
Austria is encouraged to a renewal of the War, — Reaeoning 
en the Policy of this Conclusion. — An Armistice offorty^ve 
Days is followed by the resumption of HostiUties^'^Battle of 
H^enlinden gained by Moreau on the ^ December 1800. 
"--Other Battles take place, by which the Austrian Affaire are 
mads desperate, and they agree to a separate Peace. — An 
Armistice takes place, which is followed by the Treaty of 
LuneoiUe. — Convention between France and the United 
States. — Ejpplanatory Recapitulation.'-^The Queen of No* 
pies repairs to Petersburgh to intercede with the Emperor 
Paul — His capricious Character: originally a violent Anti* 
Gallican, he grows cold and hostile to the Austrians, and at* 
tached to the Fame and Character of the Chitf Consul — Me- 
ceives the Queen of Naples with cordiality, and applies in 
her behalf to Buonaparte — His Envoy received at Paris with 
the utmost distinction, and the Royal Family of Naples 
saved for the present, though on severe Conditions.^^The 
Neapolitan General compelled to evacuate the Roman Terri* 
tories^'—Rome restored to the Authority of the Pope,^^Napo» 
Icon demands of the King of Spain to declare War against 
Portugal. — Olivenxa and Almeida taken.*-' Buonaparte's 
conduct towards the Peninsular Powers overbearing and pcm 
remptory.'^The British alone active in opposing the French. 
'^Malta, after a Blockade of two Years, obliged to eubmU 
to the English. 

Napoleon proceeded to manage with great skill 
and policy the popularity which his success had gain- 
ed for him. In war it was always his custom, after 
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he had struck some yenturous and apparently deciave 
blow, to o£Per such conditions as might induce the 
enemy to submit, and separate his interest from that 
of his allies. Upon this system of policy he offered 
the Count de St Julien, an Austrian enyoy, the con- 
ditions of a treaty, having for its basis that of Campo 
Formio, which, after the loss of Italy on the fatal field 
of Marengo, afforded terms much more favourable 
than the Emperor of Germany was entitled to have 
expected from the victors. The Austrian envoy ac- 
cordingly took upon him to subscribe these prelimi- 
naries ; but they did not meet the approbation of the 
Emperor, who placed his honour on observing accu- 
rately the engagements which he had formed with 
England, and who refused to accede to a treaty in 
which she was not included. It was added, however, 
that Lord Minto, the British ambassador at Vienna, 
had intimated Britain^'s willingness to be included in 
a treaty for general pacification. 

This proposal occasioned a communication between 
France and Britain, through Monsieur Otto, commis- 
sioner for the care of French prisoners. The French 
envoy intimated, that as a preliminary to Britain^s 
entering on the treaty, she must consent to an ar- 
mistice by sea, and suspend the advantages which 
she received ficom her naval superiority, in the same 
manner as the First Consul of France had dispensed 
with prosecuting his victories by land. This demand 
would have withdrawn the blockade of the British 
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vesselfl firom the French sea-ports, and allowed the 
sailing of reinforcements to Egypt and Malta, which 
last important place was on the point of surrendering 
to the English. The British ministers were also sen- 
sible that there was, besides, a great difference be- 
tween a truce betwixt two land armies, stationed in 
presence of each other, and a suspension of naval 
hostilities over the whole world ; since in the one case, 
on breaking off the treaty, hostilities can be almost 
instantly resumed ; on the other, the distance and un« 
certainty of communication may prevent the war being 
recommenced for many, months ; by which chance of 
delay, the French, as being inferior at sea, were sure 
to be the gainers. The British statesmen, therefore, 
proposed some modifications, to prevent the obvious 
inequality of such armistice. But it was replied on 
the part of France, that though they would accept of 
such a modified armistice, if Grreat . Britain would 
enter into a separate treaty, yet the Chief Consul 
would not consent to it if Austria was to be partid* 
pant of the n^otiation. 

Here, therefore, the overtures of peace betwixt 
France and England were shipwrecked, and the Aus- 
trian Emperor was reduced to the alternative of re- 
newing the war, or entering into a treaty without his 
allies. He appears to have deemed himself obliged to 
prefer the more dangerous and more honourable course. 

This was a generous resolution on the part of 
Austria ; but by no means politic at the period, when 

12 
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thor annies were defeated, their national spirit de- 
pressed, and when the French armies had penetrated 
so far into Germany. Even PiU himself, upon whose 
declining health the misfortune made a most unfii- 
vourable impression, had considered the defeat of 
Marengo as a conclusion to the hopes of success 
against France for a considerable period. << Fold up 
the map,^ he said, pointing to that of Europe r ** it 
need not be again opened for these twenty years.^ 

Yet, unwilling to resign the contest, even while a 
spark of hope remained, it was resolved upon in the 
British councils to encourage Austria to farther pro- 
secution of the war. Perhaps, in recommending such 
a measure to her ally, at a period when she had sus- 
tained such great losses, and was in the state of de- 
jection to which they gave rise. Great Britain too 
much resembled an eager and over-zealous second, 
who urges his principal to continue a combat after 
his strength is exhausted. Austria, a great and 
powerful nation, if left to repose, would have in time 
recruited her strength, and constituted once again 
a balance against the power of France on the con- 
tinent ; but if urged to farther exertions in the hour 
of her extremity, she was likely to sustain such far- 
ther losses, as might render her comparatively in- 
significant for a number of years. Such at least is 
the conclusion which we, who have the advantage 
of considering the measure with reference to its con- 

VOL. IV. T 
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sequences, «ie now enaibled to fonn« At the emergen- 
cjf things were viewed in a different light The vic- 
tories of Suwazrow and of the Ardiduke Charles were 
remembered, as well as the recent defeats sustained 
by France in the year 1799, which had greatly tar- 
nished the fiune of her arms. The character of Buo- 
naparte was not yet sufficiently estimated. His failure 
before Acre had made an impression^ in England^ 
which was not erased by the victory of Marengo; 
the extreme pnidence which usually tempered his 
most venturous undertakings was not yet generally 
known ; and the belief imd hope were received, that 
one who ventured on sudi new and daring manoeuvres 
as Napoleon employed, wa» likely to behold Aem 
miscarry at length, and thus to fiill as rafddly as he 
had risen. 

Influenced by such motives, it was determined iu 
the British cabinet to encourage the Emperor, by a 
loan of two millions^ to pbce himself and his brother, 
the Archduke John, in command of the principal 
army, raise the whole national force of his mighty 
empire, and at the head of the numerous forces which 
he could summon into the field, either command a 
more equal peace, or try the fortunes of the most 
desperate war. 

The money was p^d, and die Emperor joined the 
army ; but the negotiations for peace were not broken 
off. On the contrary, they were carried on much 
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on tlie tenuB which Stint Julien had subscribed to, 
with this additional and discreditable circuBistance^ 
that the First Consul, as a pledge of the Austrian 
sincerity, required that the three fortified towns of 
Ingoldstadt, Ulm, and Philipstadt, should be placed 
temporarily in the hands of the French ; a condition 
to which the Austrians were compelled to submit 
But the only advantage purchased by this surren> 
der, whidi greatly exposed the hereditary dominions 
of Austria, was an armistice of forty-five days, at 
the end of which hostilities were again renewed. 

In the action of Haag, the Archduke John, 
whose credit in the army almost rivsUed that of his 
brother Charles, obtained considerable advantages ; 
and, encouraged by them, he ventured on the 3d of 
December 1800, two days afterwards, a great and de- 
dsive encounter with Moreau. This was the occa- 
aion on which that general gained over the Austrians 
the bloody and most important victory of Hohen- 
linden, an achievement which did much to keep his 
reputation for military talents abreast with that of the 
First Consul himself. Moreau pursued his victory, 
and obtained possession of Salzburg. At the same 
time Augereau, at the head of the Gallo-Batavian 
army, pressed forward into Bohemia ; and Macdonald, 
passing from the country of the Grisons into the 
Yalteline, forced a division of his army across the 
Mincio, and communicated with Massena and the 
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French army in Italy. The Austrian affairs seem- 
ed utterly desperate. The Archduke Charles was 
again placed at the head of her forces, but they were 
so totally discouraged) that a retreat on all points 
was the only measure which could be executed. 

Another and a final cessation of arms was now 
the only resource of the Austrians ; and, in order to 
obtain it, the Emperor was compelled to agree to 
make a peace separate firom his allies. Britain, in 
consideradon of the extremity to which her ally, was 
reduced, voluntarily relieved him firom the engage- 
ment by which he was restrained from doing so 
without her partidpation* An armistice shortly af- 
terwards took place, and the Austrians being now 
sufficiently humbled, it was speedily followed by a 
peace. Joseph Buonaparte, for this purpose, met 
with the Austrian minister. Count Cobentiel, at 
Luneville, where the negotiations were carried on. 

There were two conditions of the treaty, which 
were peculiarly galling to the Emperor. Buonft- 
parte peremptorily exacted the cession of Tuscany, 
the hereditary dominions of the brother of Francis, 
which were to be given up to a prince of the House 
of Farma, while the Archduke was to obtain an in- 
demnity in Germany. The French Consul demand- 
ed, with no less pertinacity, that Francis (though not 
empowered to do so by the Germanic constitution) 
diould confirm the peace, as well in his capacity of 
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Emperor of Germany, as in that of Bovereifpi of his 
own her^itary dominions. This demand, from which 
Buonaparte would on no account depart, involved a 
point of great di£Sculty and delicacy. One of the 
principal dauses of the treaty included the cession 
of the whole territories on the left bank of the Rhine 
to the French Republic ; thereby depriving not only 
Austria, but Prussia, and various other princes of 
the German empbe, of theb possessions in the dis- 
tricts, whidi were now made over to France. It was 
provided that the Princes who should suffer such 
deprivations, were to be remunerated by indemnities, 
as they were termed, to be allotted to them at the 
expense of the Germanic body in general. Now, the 
Emperor had no power to authorize the alienation of 
these fiefs of the empire, without consent of the Diet, 
and this was strongly urged by his envoy. 

Buonaparte was, however, determined to make 
peace on no other terms than those of the Emperor^s 
giving away what was not his to bestow. Francis was 
compelled to submit, and, as the necessity of the case 
pleaded its apology, the act of the Emperor was af- 
terwards ratified by the Diet Except in these m<Hr- 
tifying claims, the submission to which plainly inti- 
mated the want of power to resist compulsion, the 
treaty of Luneville was not much more advantageous 
to France than that of Campo Formio ; and the mo- 
deration of the First Consul indicated at once his 
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desire of peace upcm the ooniineiit, and oonsideraUe 
respect for the bravery and strength of Austria, 
though enfeebled by such losses as those of Marengo 
and Hohenlinden. 

We have already noticed the disputes betwixt 
France and America, and the scandalous turn of 
the negotiations, by which the Freneh Directory at- 
tempted to bully or wheedle the United States out 
of a sum of mcmey, whidi, in part at least, was to be 
dedicated to their own private use. Since that time 
the aggressions committed by the French on the 
American navy had been so numerous, that the two 
republics seemed about to go to war, and the United 
States actually issued letters of marque for maku^ 
reprisals on the French. New communications and 
negotiations, however, were opened, which Buona- 
parte studied to bring to maturity. I£s brother 
Joseph acted as ni^godator, and on the SOth of Sep- 
tember 1600, a convention was entered into, to sub^ 
sist for the space of eight years, agreeing on oertaia 
modifications of the right of search, declaring that 
ccmunerce should be free between the countries, and 
that the captures on either side, excepting such as 
were contraband, and destined for an enemy^a bar. 
hour,, should be mutually restored. Thus Buona- 
parte restored peace between France and the United 
States, and prevented the latter, in all probaUlity, 
from throwmg themselves into a closer union with 
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Bntain, to which their common descmt, with the si* 
milarity of manners, hingaage, and hiws, overcoming 
the recollection of recent hostilities, might have 
otherwise strongly inclined them. 

Still more important results were derived by Na- 
poleon, from the address and pcditical sagacity, with 
which, in accommodating matters with the court of 
Naples, he contrived to form what finally beeaitie a 
strong and predominating interest in the councils, 
and even the affections of a monarch, whose amity 
was, of all others, the most important to his plans. 
The prince alluded to was the Emperor of Russia, 
who had been, during the preceding year, the most 
formidable and successful enemy encountered by 
France since her revolution. A short resumption of 
facts is necessary, to understand the circumstances in 
which the negotiation with Naples originate. 

When Buonaparte departed for Egypt, all Italy, 
excepting Tuscany^ and the dominions asngned to 
Austria by the treaty of Campo Formio, was in the 
hands of the French ; while Naples was governed by 
the ephemeral Parthenopean Republic, and the city 
of the Popes by that which assumed the superb title 
of Roman. These authorities, however, were only 
nominal; the French generals exercised the real 
authority in both countries. Suddenly, and as if by 
magic, this whole state of affairs was changed by the 
military talents of Suwarrow. The Austrians and 
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Bussiaiis gained great successes in the north of Italy, 
and General Alacdonald found himself obliged to 
evacuate Naples, and to concentrate the principal re* 
sistance of the French in Lombardy and Piedmont. 
Cardinal Ruffo, a soldier^ churchman, and politician, 
put himself at the head of a numcsrous body of in- 
iwgents, and oomm^iced war. against such French 
troops as had been^ left in ibe south, and in the 
middle of Italy. This movement was actively sup- 
ported by the British fleet I«ord Nelson recovered 
Naples; Rome surrendered to Commodore Trow* 
bridge. Thus, the Parthenopean and Roman repub- 
lics were extinguished for ever. The royal family 
returned to Naples, and that fine city and country 
were once more » kingdom. Rome, the capital of the 
world, was occupied by Neapolitan troops, generdly 
supposed the most indiffer^t of modem times. 

Replaced in his richest territories by the allies, 
the Sang of Naples was bound by every tie to as- 
sist them in the campaign of 1800. He accordingly 
sent an army into the March of Ancona, under the 
opmmand of Count Roger de Damas, who, with the 
asfflstance of insurrectionary forces* among the in* 
habitapls,. md a body of Austrians, was to: dear 



* Tfatte ime, at this petiod, easUy ivsed in any part of Italy. 
The exactions of the. French had entiidiy alienated the affectionB of 
the natives, who had long since seen through their pretexts of af- 
fyMag them the benefit of a ftee government. 
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Tuscany of the French^ Undotenred by the battle 
of Marengo^ the Count de Damaa marched against 
the Feench general MioUis^ who commanded in 
Tuscany, and sustained a defeat by him near Sienna. 
Retreat became now necessary, the more espedally as 
the armistice which was entered into by Genial Me* 
laa deprived the Neapolitans of any assistance ficom. 
the AuBtEiaos,. and rendered thar whole expedition 
utterly hopeless.. They were not even included by. 
name in the armistice, and were thus left exposed to 
the whole yengeance of the French. Damas retreat* 
ed into the territories of the Church, which were still 
occupied by the Neapolitan forces. Theccmaequence 
of these eyents was easUy foreseen. The Neapoli* 
tm troops, so soon as the French could find leisure 
to look towards (hem, must be either destroyed en- 
tirely, or driven back upon Naples, and that dty 
must be again forsaken by the royal fiumly, happy 
if they were oncemore aUe to make their escape to 
Sidly, as on the former occasion. 

At this desperate crius, the Queen of the two 
Sicilies took a resolution which seemed almost as des- 
perate, and could only have been adopted by a wo- 
man of a bold and dedsive character. She resolved, 
notwithstanding the severity of the season, to repair 
in person to the court of the Emperor Paul, and 
implore his intercessbn with the First Consul, in be- 
half of her husband and his territories. 



^8 LIFE OF 

We have not hitherto mentioiiedy except eonorily ^ 
the powerftil prince whose mediation she implorecL 
The son and successor of the celefarated Catherine, 
fiur firom possessing the prudence and political sagad* 
(y of his mother, seemed rather to display the heady 
passions and imperfect judgment of his unfortunate 
fiither. He was capricious in the choice of his ob- 
jects, pursuing for the time, with uncommon and ir- 
regular zeal and pertinacity, projects which he after- 
wards discarded and abandoned, swelling trifles of 
dress or behaviour into matters of importance, and 
neglecting, on the other hand, what was of real con- 
sequence ;"^^Yemed, in short, rather by imagination 
than by his reasoning qualities, and sometimes aflfoxd- 
ing room to believe that he actually laboured under a 
partial aberration of mind. Such characters are often 
to be met with in private sodety, the restraints of 
which keep them within such limits, that they pass 
through life without attracting much notice, unless 
when creating a little mirth, or giving rise to tome 
passing wonder. But an absolute prince, possessed 
of such a disposition, is like a ^ddy person placed 
on the verge of a precipice, which would try the 
soundest head, and must overpower a weak one» 

The Emperor had first distinguished himself by 
an energetic defence of the rights of sovereigns, and 
a hatred of whatever belonged to or was connected 
with the French Revolution, from a political maadm 
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to the shape of a coat or a hat. The brother of 
Louis XVI., and mheritor of his rights, found a re- 
fuge in the Russian dominions ; and Paul, fond, as 
most princes are, of miUtary glory, promised himself 
that of restoring the Bourbon dynasty by force of 
arms. 

The train of victories acquired by Suwarrow was 
well calculated to foster these original partialities of 
the Emperor; and, accordingly, while success conti- 
nued to wait on his banners, he loaded his general 
with marks of his regard, elevated him to the rank of 
a prince, and conferred on him the title of Italinsky, 
or Italicus. 

The veiy first and only misfortune which befell Su- 
warrow, seems to have ruined him in the opinion of 
his capricious master. The defeat of Korsakow by 
Massena, near Zurich, had involved Suwarrow in 
great momentary danger, as he advanced into Swit- 
zerland, reckoning on the support of that general, 
whose disaster left his right uncovered. Now, al- 
though Suwarrow saved his army on this occasion 
by a retreat, which required equal talent to that which 
achieved his numerous victories, yet the bare fact of 
his havibg received a check, was suffident to ruin 
him with his haughty sovereign. Paid was yet more 
offended with the conduct of the Austrians. The 
Archduke Charles having left Switzerland to descend 
into Germany, had given octasion and opportunity 
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for Massena to cross the Limmat and surprise Kor^ 
sakoW^; and this, notwithstanding every explanation 
and apology, rankled in the mind of the Czar. He 
recalled his armies from the firontiers o{ Germany, 
and treated his veteran and victorious general with 
such marks of neglect and displeasure, that the old 
man^B heart sunk under them. 

In the meanwhile, Paul gatheted up farther sub- 
jtcta of complaint against the Austrian government, 
and complained of their having neglected to provide 
for some Rnssbn prisoners, under a cajpitulaticm 
which they made in behalf of their own, at the sur- 
render of Ancona to the French. 

The Austrians could not afford to lose so power* 
ful and efficient an ally in the day of their adversity. 
They endeavoured to explain, that the movement off 
the Archduke Charles was inevitably necessary, in 
consequence of an invasion of the Austrian territoiy 
—-they laid the blame of the omission €»f the Russians 
in the capitulation upon the commandant Froelidi, 
and offered to place him under arrest The Em- 
peror of Austria even proposed, in despite of the 
natural pride which is proper to his distinguished 
House, to place Suwarrow at the head of the Aus- 
trian armies, — a proffer which, if it had been accept- 
ed, might have given rise to an extraordinary strug- 
gle betwixt the experience, determination, and war- 
like skill of the veteran Scythian, and the formidable 
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talents of Buonaparte, and which perhaps contain- 
ed the only chance which Europe possessed at the 
time, of opposing to the latter a rival worthy of 
himself; for Suwarrow had never yet been conquer* 
ed, and possessed an irresistible influence over the 
minds'of his soldiers. These great generals, how- 
ever, were not destined ever to decide the fate of the 
world by their meeting. 

Suwarrow, a Russian in all his feelings, broke his 
heart, and died under the unmerited displeasure of his 
Emperor, whom he had served with so much fidelity. 
If the memory of his unfortunate sovereign were to 
be judged of according to ordinary rules, his conduct 
towards his distinguished subject would have left on 
it an indelible stigma. As it is, the event must pass 
as another proof, that the Emperor Paul was not 
amenable, firom the construction of his understand- 
ing and temperament, to the ordinary rules of cen- 
sure. 

Meanwhile, the proposals of Austria were in vain. 
The Czar was not to be brought back to his former 
sentiments. He was like a spoiled child, who, tired 
of his fiivourite toy, seems bent to break asunder 
and destroy what was lately the dearest object of his 
affection. 

When such a character as Paul changes his opi- 
nion of his friends, he generally runs into the oppo- 
site extreme, and alters also his thoughts of his ene- 
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inies. Like his fiither, and othen whose imagination 
18 indifierendy r^ulated, the Czar had need of some 
one of whom to make his idol. The eztraTagant ad- 
miration which the Emperor Peter felt for Frederick 
of Pnusiay could not well be entertained for any one 
now alive, unless it were the First Consul of France ; 
and on him, therefore, Paul was now disposed to 
turn his eyes with a mixture of wonder, and of a wish 
to imitate what he wondered at. Thu eztravaganoe 
of admiration is a passion natural to some minds, (ne- 
rer strong ones,) and may be cbmpared to that ten- 
dency which others have to be in love all thdr lives, 
in defiance of advandng age and other obstacles. 

When Paul was beginning to entertain this hu- 
mour, the arrival of the Queen of Sicily at his court 
gave him a graoeftd and even dignified opportunity 
to iqpproach towards a connexion with Napoleon 
Buonaparte. His pride, too, must have been grati- 
fied by seeing the daughter of the renowned M«ria 
Theresa, the sister of the Emperor of Austria, at his 
court of St Petersburgh, soliciting firom the Csar of 
Russia the protection which her brother was totally 
unaUe to afford her ; and a successful interference in 
her behalf would be a kind of insult to the misfortunes 
of that brother, against whom, as we have noticed, 
Paul nourished resentM feelings. He therefore re- 
solved to open a communication with France, in be* 
half of the royal family of Naples. Lewinshoff, Grand 
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Huntsman of Russia, was dispatched to make the 
overtuies of mediation. He was received with the 
utmost distinction at Paris, and Buonaparte made 
an instant and graceful concession to the request of 
the Emperor Paul. The First Consul agreed to sus- 
pend his military operations against Naples, and .to 
leave the royal fiunily in possession of their sove- 
reignty ; reserving to himself, however, the right of 
dictating the terms under which he was to grant 
them such an amnesty. 

It was time that some effectual interposition should 
take place in defence of the King of Nicies, who, 
though he had around him a nation individually 
brave and enthusiastic, was so ill-served, that his re- 
gular army was in the worst and most imperfect state 
of discipline. Murat, to whom Buonaparte had com- 
mitted the task of executing his vengeance on Naples, 
had akeady crossed the Alps, and placed himself at 
the head of an army of ten thousand chosen men ; 
a force then judged sufficient not only to drive the Nea-^ 
politan general Damas out of the Ecclesiastical States, 
but to pursue him as far as Naples, and occupy that 
beautiful capital of a prince, whose regular army con^ 
sisted of more than thirty thousand soldiers, and whose 
irr^ular forces might have been increased to any 
number by the mountaineers of Calabria, who form 
excellent light troops, and by the numerous Lazsaroni 
of Naples, who had displayed their valour i^^ainst 

10 
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Championet, upon the first in^Bflloii of die Frencli. 
But the zeal of a nation ayails little when the spirit 
of the government bears no proportion to it. The 
goyemment of Naples dreaded the approach of Mo- 
rat as that of the Angel of Death ; and they recdred 
the news that Lewinshoff had joined the French ge» 
neral at Florence, as a condemned criminal might 
have heard the news of a reprieve. The Russian 
envoy was received with dislanguished honours at 
Florence. Murat appeared at the theatre with Lew- 
inshoff, where the Italians, who had so lately seen 
the Russian and French banners placed in bloody 
opposition to each other, now beheld them fonnally 
united in presence of these dignitaries ; in sign, it 
was said, that the two nations were combined fat the 
peace of the world and general benefit of humanity. 
Untimely augury ! How often after that period did 
these standards meet in the bloodiest fields history 
ever recorded ; and what a long and desperate strug- 
gle was yet in reserve ere the general peace so boldly 
predicted was at length restored ! 

The respect pud by the First Consul to the wishes 
of Paul, saved for the present the royal fianily of 
Naples ; but Murat, nevertheless, made them expe- 
rience a full portion of the bitter cup which the ran- 
quished are generally doomed to swallow. General 
Damas was commanded in the haughtiest terms to 
evacuate the Roman States, and not to presume to 

11 



NAFOL£ON BUONAPAUTE. 905 

daim any benefit from the anniatioe which had been 
extended to the Austrians. At the same time, while 
the Neapolitans were thus compelled hastily to eva« 
ciiate the Roman territories, general surprise was ex« 
hibited, when, instead of marching to Rome, and re» 
establishing the authority of the Roman Republic, 
Murat, according to the orders which he had recei* 
ved from the First Consul, carefully respected the 
territory of the Church, and reinstalled the officers 
of the Pope in what had been long termed the patri- 
mony of St Peter'^s. This unexpected turn of cir- 
cumstances originated in high policy on the part of 
Buonaparte. 

We certainly do Napoleon no injustice in sup- 
posing, that personally he had little or no influen- 
tial sense of religion. Some obscure yet rooted doc- 
trines of fatality, seem, so far as we can judge, to 
have formed the extent of his metaphysical creed. 
We can scarce term him even a deist ; and he was 
an absolute stranger to every modification of Chris- 
tian belief and worship. But he saw and valued the 
use of a national religion as an engine of state policy. 
In Egypt, he was desirous of being thought an en* 
Yoy of Heaven ; and though uncircumcised, drink- 
ing wine and eating pork, still claimed to be account- 
ed a follower of the law of the Prophet. He had 
pathetically expostulated with the Turks on their 
hostility towards him. The French, he said, had 

VOL. IV. V 
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ceased to be followers of Jesus; snd now that 
tliey were almost, if not altogether, Moslemah^ would 
the true belieyers make war on those who had over- 
thrown the cross, dethroned the Pope, and extirpa- 
ted the order of Malta, the sworn persecutors of the 
Moslem faith? On his return to France, all this 
was to be forgotten, or only remembered as a trick 
played upon the infidels. He was, as we have said, 
aware of the necessity of a national faith to suppcnrt 
the civil government ; and as, while in Egypt, he 
affected to have destroyed the CathoUc religion in 
honour of that of Mahomed, so, returned to Europe, 
he was now desirous to become the restorer of the 
temporal terriUmes of the Pope, in order to obtain 
such a settlement of church affairs in France, as 
might procure for his own government the counte- 
nance of the Sovereign Pontiff, and for himself an 
admission into the pale of Christian princes. This 
restitution was in some measure consistent with his 
policy in 1798, when he had spared the temporalities 
of the Holy See. Totally indifferent as Napoleon 
was to religion in his personal capacity, his whole 
conduct shows his sense of its importance to the ex- 
istence of a settled and peaceful state of society. 

Besides evacuatbg the Ecclesiastical States, the 
Neapolitans were compelled by Murat to restore 
various paintings, statues, and other objects of art, 
which they had, in imitation of Buonaparte, takw 
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forcibly fr(»n the Romans^**— so csptivatiiig is the m- 
fluence of bad example* A French army of about 
eighteen thousand men was to be quartered in CaU* 
biia> less for the purpose of enforcing the conditions 
of peace, than to save France the expense of supperi- 
ing the troops^ and to hare th^n stationed where 
they might be embarked for Egypt at the shorteat 
notice. The harbours of the Neapolitan dominioiis 
were of course to be dosed against the Enj^ish. A 
cession of part of the isle of Elba, and the relinquish- 
ment of all pretensions upon Tuscany, summed up 
the sacrifices of the Eing of Naples, who, consider- 
ing how often he had braved Napoleon, had great 
reason to thank the Emperor of Russia for his effeo* 
tual mediation in hb favour. 

These various measures respecting foreign rda* 
tions, the treaty of Luneville, the acquisitioD of the 
good- will of the Emperor Paul^ the restoration of 
Rome to the Fope^s authority^ and the mildness of 
the penalty inflicted on the Kiog of Naples, seemed 
aQ to spring from a sound and moderate systcUy the 
object of which was rather the ccmsolidatiim of Na* 
poleon^s government, than any wish to extend its in- 
fluence or its conquests. His plans, in after times, 
often exhibited a mixture of the greatest good sense 
and pnidence5 with rash and splenetic expbsiona of 
an over-eager anbitien, or a temper irritated by op- 
pontion ;. but it b to be remembered that Buonaparte 
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was not yet so fina in the authorit]& which he had 
bat just acquired, as to encourage any display of the 
infirmities of his mind and temper. 

His behaviour towards Portugal was, howerer, 
of a character deviating from the moderation he had 
in general displayed. Portugal, the ancient and 
fidthful ally of Enghmd, was on that account the 
especial object <^ the First ConsuTs displeasure. He, 
therefore, demanded of the King of Spain, who, 
since the peace between the countries, had been the 
submissive vassal of France, to declare war on the 
Prince Regent of Portugal, although the husband 
of his daughter. War accordingly was dedared, 
in obedience to the mandate of the First Consul, 
and the Spanish armies, together with an auxiliary 
army of French under Leclerc, entered Portugal, 
took Olivenza and Almeida, and compelled the Prince 
Regent, 6th of June 1801, to sign a treaty, enga- 
ging to shut his ports against the English, and sur- 
rendering to Spain, Olivenza, and other places on the 
frontier of the Guadiana. Buonaparte was highly 
discontented with this treaty, to which he would not 
accede ; and he refused, at the same time, to with- 
draw from Spain the army of Leclerc On the 29th 
September, he condescended to grant Portugal peace 
under some additional terms, which were not in them- 
selves of much consequence, although the overbear- 
ing and peranptory conduct which he exhibited 
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towards the peninsular powers, was a sign of the die- 
tat(»ial spirit which he was prepared to assiinie in 
the affairs of Europe. 

The same dispoation was manifested in the mode 
by which Buonaparte was pleased to show his sense 
of the King of Spain^s complaisance. He chose for 
that purpose to create a kingdom and a king— 4i kix^gy 
too, of the house of Bourbon. An Infant of Spain 
obtained the throne of Tuscanj, under the name of 
Etrjuria^ rent from the house of Austria. Madame 
de Stael terms this the commencement of the great 
masquerade of Europe ; but it was more properlj the 
second act. The stage, during the first, was occupied 
by a quadrille of republics, who were now to be re- 
placed by an anti-mask of*^ kings. This display of 
power pleased the national vanity, and an uproar of 
applause ensued, while the audience at the theatre 
applied to Buonaparte the well-known line 



'< J*ai fait des ioi8» madame, et n*ai pas voulu PStre.** 

While all the continent appeared thus willing Up 
submit to one so ready to avail hiinself of their sub- 
jection, Britain alone remained at war ; without allies^ 
without, it might seem, a direct object ; yet on the 
grand and unalterable principle, that no partial dis« 
tress should induce her to submit to the system of 
degradation, which seemed preparing for aQ nations 
under the yoke of France, and which had fdaced 
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Eranee hiecself, with idl ber affected ZeaX for liberty,* 
under thegoverniaent of w arbitnury ruler. On every -. 
point the English squadrons annihilated, the com-: 
miree of France, cripf^ed her teyeHue!i»> blockaded 
her ports, and prevented those combinations which' 
would have crowned the total conquest of Europe, 
Qould the Master, as he might now be called, of the. 
Land, have ei^oyed^ at the same time, the facilities 
which can only be afforded by commumcatiou by sea.^ 
• It was. inyain that Buonaparte, who, beside .bis 
natural hardiness of perseverance, connected a part, 
of bis own glory with the preservation of Egypt, en-, 
deavoured by various means to s^dd supplisflf to that 
distant province. His convoys were driven bade 
into harbour by the English fleets ; and be directed 
against his admirals, who could not achieve unpossi- 
failitied, the unavailing resentment natural to one who 
was so little accustomed to disappointment. 

The chance of relieving Egypt was rendered yet 
more precarious by the loss of Malta, which, after a 
distressing blockade of two years, was obliged to sub- 
mit to the English arms on the fith of September 
)800* The English were thus in possesion of a 
strong, and almost impregnable citadel, in the midst 
of the Me^terranean, with an excellent.harbour, and 
everything required for a naval station of the first 
importance ; above all, they had obtained the very 
spot which Buonaparte had fixed upon for maintain.* 
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ing the communication with Egypt, which was now 
in greater danger than ever. 

The capture of Malta was, however, by its conse- 
quences, favourable to Napoleon^s views in one im- 
portant respect. The Emperor Paul imagined he 
had rights upon that island, in consequence of his 
having declared himself Grand Master of the Ord^r 
of Saint John ; and although^ by his deserting the 
coalition, and abandoning the common cause, he had 
lost all right to expect that Great Britain should 
surrender to him an irapcartaiit acquisition mad^ by 
her own arms, yet^ with his usual intemperate in - 
dulgence of passion, he conceived himself deeply 
injured by its being withheld, and nourished from 
that time an implacable res^itment against England 
and her government, the effects of which are after* 
wards to be traced. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Internal Government of France.-^Creneral attaehment to the 
Chief Consul, though the tfoo FactUme of Republicans and 
Royalists are hostile to him. — Plot of the former to remove 

. him by Assassination — Defeated, — Vain hopes of the Roy^ 
alists, that Napoleon would be the instrument of restoring 
the Bourbons — Applications to him for that effect disap* 
pointed — Royalists methodize the Plot of the Infernal Ma^ 
ehine^-'Description of it — It fails. — Suspicion first faUs 
on the RepubHeans, and a decree qf transportation is pass^ 
ed against a great number of their Chiefs — but is not car^ 
ried into execution. — The actual Conspirators tried and 
esi^ecuted.'—Use made by Buonaparte of the Conspiracy to 
consolidate Despotism. — Various Measures devised for that 
purpose. — System of the Police.^Fouche — His Skill, In* 
fiuence, and Power. — Napoleon becomes jealous of him, and 
organizes measures of precaution against him. — Apprehen» 
sion entertained by the Chief Consul of the effects of Litera* 
ture, and his efforts against it. — Persecution of Madame de 
Stael. — The Concordat — Various Views taken ofthatMea^ 
aure.'-^Plan for a general System of Jurisprudence. — Am» 
nesty granted to the Emigrants. — Plans of Public EdfAca^ 
tion. — Other Plans of Improvement. — Hopes of a General 
Peace. 

We return to the internal government of France 
under the Chief ConsuL 

The events subsequent to the revolution of the 18th 
Brumaire, seemed to work a miraculous change on 
the French nation. The superior talents of Napo- 
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leon, with the policy exercised by Talleyrand and 
Fouch6, and the other statesmen of ability whom he 
had called into administration, and who desired at 
all events to put an end to further revolutionary 
movements — but, above all, the victory of Marengo, 
had at once created and attached to the person of 
the Chief Consul an immense party, which might 
be said to comprehend all those, who, being neither 
decided Royalists nor determined Republicans, were 
indifiPerent about the form of the government, so they 
found ease and protection while living under it. 

But, on the other hand, the heads of the two fac- 
tions continued to exist; and, as the power of the First 
Consul became at once more absolute and more cour 
solidated, it grew doubly hateful and formidable to 
them. His political existence was a total obstruction 
to the systems of both parties, and yet one which it 
was impossible to remove. There was no national 
council left, in which the authority of the First Consul 
could be disputed, or his measures impeached. The 
strength of his military power bid defiance alike to 
popular commotions, if the Democrats had yet pos- 
sessed the means of exerting them, and to the scatter- 
ed bands of the Royalist insurgents. What chance 
remained for ridding themselves of the autocrat, in 
whom the Republicans saw a dictator, the Royalists 
an usurper? None, save that, being mortal, Napoleon 
was subject to be taken off by assassination. 
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The Democrats were nsturally the first to medi« 
tate an enterprise of this nature. The right of ta- 
king off a tyrant was, aeeording to their creed, as 
proper to any private citizen as to those who oppo- 
sed him «rmed in the field. The act of Harmodina 
and Arifitogiton— -the noble deed of Brutus and his 
assodates — ^were consecrated in history, and esteem- 
ed so congenial to the nature of a fiee constitution, 
that the Convention, on the motion of Jean de Brie, 
had atone time determined to raise a leg^n of assas- 
sins, armed with poniards, vdio should devote them- 
selves to the pious task of exterauBating all foreign 
princes, statesmen, and ministers*^ short, all who 
were accounted the fi>es of fieedom, without ^ty or 
distinction. In a party entertaining such principles, 
there could he no scrufde on the score of morality ; 
and where they had been so lately profiessed by thou* 
sands, it seemed natural that, amid the multitude, 
they must have made a deep impression on aome 
^nthusiastie and gloomy disposition, which might be 
easily provoked to act upon them. 

It is no wond^, therefctre, that some obscure Ja- 
cobins should have eurly nourished the purpose of 
assassinating N^^leon, as the enemy of his coun- 
try's freedom, and the destroyer dT bar liberties ; but 
it is sing^ular, that most of the conspirators against 
his person were Italians. Arena, brother ci the de- 
puty who was said to have aimed a dagger at Buona- 
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ptrte in' the Council of Five Hundred, was at the 
head of the conspiracy. He was a Corsican. With 
him, Ceraschi and Diana, two Italian refugees; a 
painter, called Topino Lebnin; and two or three 
enthusiasts of low condition, formed a plot for the 
purpose of assassinating the Chief Consul at the 
Opera-house. Their intention was detected by the 
police ; Ceraschi and Diana were arrested behind the 
scenes, armed, it was said, and prepared for the at« 
tempt, and Napoleon was congratulated by most of 
the constituted authorities upon having escaped a 
great danger. 

Crassous, President of the Tribunate, made a sin- 
gular speech on the occasion, which would almost 
liear a double interpretation. ^' There had been so 
many conspiracies,^ he said, ^^ at so many different 
periods, and under so many different pretexts, which 
had never been followed up either by inquiry or pu- 
nishment, that a great number of good citizens had 
become sceptical oa the subject of their existence. 
This incredulity was dangerous,^ he argued; *^ it 
was time it should be ended."^ With this view, Mose 
sieur Crassous recommended, that the persons guilty 
on the present occasion should be prosecuted and 
punished with all the solemnity and rigour of the 
laws. 

Buonaparte replied, with military indifference, 
that he had been in no real danger. ^' The oon- 
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temptible wretches,"^ he said, in something like a re* 
newal of his Egyptian vein, '^ had no power to com^ 
mit the crime th^ meditated. Besides the assist* 
ance of the whole audience, I had with me a piquet 
of my brare guard, from whom the wretches could 
not have borne a look.*" So ended this singular dis- 
course ; and it is remarkable that neither were the 
circumstances of the plot made public, nor the con- 
spirators punished, till the more memorable attempt 
on Napoleon'^s life by the Royalists. 

The Royalists, as a party, had far more interest 
with Buonaparte than the Democrats. The former 
approved of the principles and form of his govern- 
ment, — ^it was only necessary for their conversion, 
that they should learn to endure his person ; where- 
as the Jacobins being equally averse to the ofSce to 
which he aspired, to his power, and to himself, there 
were no hopes of their being brought to tolerate either 
the monarch or the man. Of the latter, therefore. 
Napoleon entertained equal dislike and distrust; 
while, from obvious causes, his feelings towards the 
former were in some measure friendly. 

The Royalists, too, for some time entertained a 
good opinion of Buonaparte, and conceived that he 
intended, in his own time and his own way, to act 
in behalf of the exiled royal family. The enthu- 
siastic of the party were at a loss to conceive that 
the throne of France should be again erected, and 
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tliat any one but a Bourbon should dare to ascend 
it. It seemed to them impossible that the monar- 
chy should revive without the restoration of the legi- 
timate monarch, and they could not believe that 
a Corsican soldier of fortune would meditate an 
usurpation, or that France would be for a moment 
tolerant of his pretensions. The word liberty had, 
indeed, misled the people of France for a time, but^ 
that illusion being dissipated, their natural love to 
the royal race would return like a reviving spring, 
and again run in its old channel. 

So general was the belief among this class, that 
Buonaparte meditated the restoration of the Bour- 
bons, that several agents of the family made their 
way so far as to sound his own mind upon the sub- 
ject. Louis himself, afterwards XVIII., addressed 
to the First Consul a letter of the following tenor :— 
^^ You cannot achieve the happiness of France with- 
out my restoration, any more than I can ascend the 
throne which is my right, without your co-operation. 
Hasten then to complete the good work, which 
none but you can accomplish, and name the rewards 
which you claim for your friends.'^ 

Buonaparte answered the letter with cold civility; 
He esteemed the person, he said, and pitied the mis- 
fortunes, of his Royal Highness the Compte de 
Provence, and should be glad to assist him, did an 
opportunity permit. But as his Royal Highness 
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coaU not be restored to France, save at the expense 
of en hundred thousand lives, it was an enterprise 
in which he, Buonaparte,, must decHne to aid him. 

A less direct, and more artful course, is said ta 
have been attempted, by the mission of the Dnchesse 
de Gniche, one of the most beautiful and fiuming 
women of the time, who, obtaining permission to 
come to Paris under pretext of her priyate affairs^ 
was introduced at the ToiUeries, and delig^ited Jo- 
sephine with the elegance of her manners. Napo- 
leon did not escape the fascinadrai, bat the instant 
she touched on the subject of polidcs, the interest^ 
ing Duchesse receiyed an order to quit Paris. 

As soon as the Royalists discovered, by the failure 
of these and sunilar applications, as well as by the 
gradual tendency of Buonapaorte^s measures, that the 
restoration of the Bourbons was the thing fitrthest 
firom his purpose, their disappointment exa^rated 
them against the audacious individual, whose single 
person seemed now the only obstacle to that event. 
Monarchical power was restored, in spirit at least, if 
not in form ; was it to be endured, the more lealoua 
followers of the Bourbons demanded of each other, 
that it should become the prise of a military usurp- 
er ? This party, as well as that of the Jacobins, con- 
tained doubtless many adherents, whom the enthu- 
siasm of their political principles disposed to serve 
cause, even at the expense of great crimes. 
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The senliments of the jMrinoea of the royal family 
upon such a sulgect, were becoming their high 
rank.* They were resolved to combat Buonaparte's 
pretensions with open force, such as befitted their 
pretensions as head of the diivalry of Frano^ but 
to leave to Jacobins the sch^nes of private assassinar^ 
tion. Still there must have been many, am<»g those 
characters which are found during the miseries and 
crimes of dvil war, who concdved that the assassina- 
tion of the Chief Consul would be received as good 
service when accomplished, although it might not 
be authorized beforehand. Nay, there may have 
been partisans zealous enough to take the crime and 
punishment on themselves, without looking fariher 
than the advantage which their party would receive 
by the action. 

A horrible invention, first hatched, it is sai^, by 
the Jacobin8,-f- was adopted by certain Royalists of a 



* The opinions of the royal family were nobly expressed, in a let- 
ter vrritten by the Prince of Gond^ to the Compte d'Artois, at a 
later period, 24th January 1802, which will be hereafter quoted at 
length. 

i> It is said, in the Memoirs of Foucb^, that the infernal machine 
was the invention originally of a Jacobin named Chevalier, assisted 
by Veycer, one of the same party ; that they even made an experi- 
ment of its power, by exploding an engine of the kind behind the 
Convent de la Salpetiiere; that this drcumstanee drew on them the 

7 
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low descriptioiiy remarkable as actom in the wars of 
the Choua&Sy of whom the leaders were named Car- 
bon and St Regent It was a machine consisting of a 
barrel of gunpowder^ placed on a cart to which it 
was strongly scoured, and charged with grape-ahot 
so disposed around the barrel, as to be dispersed in 
eyery direction by the explosion. TBe fire was to 
be communicated by a slow match. It was the pur- 
pose of the conspirators, undeterred by the indiscri- 
minate slaughter which such a discharge must occa- 
sion, to place the machine in the street through 
which the First Consul was to go to the Opera, lift- 
ring contrived that it should explode, exactly as his 
carriage should pass the spot ; and, strange to say, 
this stratagem, which seemed as uncert^n as it was 
atrocious, was within an hair's-breadth of success. 

On the evening of the 10th October 1800, Buo- 
naparte has informed us, that though he himself felt 
a strong desire to remain at home, his wife and one 
or two intimate friends insisted that he should go to 



Attention of the police, and that they were arrested. It does not ap. 
pear by what means the Royalists became privy to the Jacobin plot, 
nor is the story in all its parts very probable ; yet it would seena 
it must be partly true, since the attempt by means of the infernal 
machine was at first charged upon the Jacobins, in consequence of 
Chevalier's being known to have had some scheme in agitation, to 
b« executed by similar m^ns, in the course of the previous year* 

5 
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the Opera. He was slambering under a canopy when 
they awaked him. One brought his hat, another his 
sword. He was in a manner forced into his carriage, 
where he again slumbered, and was dreaming of the 
danger which he had escaped in an attempt to pass 
the river Tagliamento some years before* On a sud- 
den he awaked amidst thunder and flame. 

The cart bearing the engine, which was placed in the 
street St Nicaise, intercepted the progress of the Chief 
Consul'*8 coach,which passed it with some difficulty. St 
Regent had fired the match at the appointed instant ; 
but the coachman, who chanced to be somewhat in- 
toxicated, driving unusually fast, the carriage had 
passed the machine two seconds before the explosion 
took place ; and that almost imperceptible firaction of 
time was enough to save the life which was aimed at. 
The explosion was terrible. Two or three houses 
were greatly damaged — twenty persons killed, and 
about fifty- three wounded ; among the latter was the 
incendiary St Regent. The report was heard several 
leagues from Paris. Buonaparte instantly exclaimed 
to Lannes and Bessieres, who were in the carriage, 
^' We are blown up r The attendants would have 
stopped the coach, but with more presence of mind 
he commanded them to drive on, and arrived in safety 
at the Opera ; his coachman during the whole time 
never discovering what had happened, but concei- 

VOL. IV. X 
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ying the Consul had only leodved a salute of artil- 
lery. 

A public officer, escaped from such a peril, became 
an object of yet deeper interest than formerly to the 
citizens in general ; and the reception of the Consul 
at the Opera, and elsewhere, was moie enthusias- 
tic than ever. Relief was ostoitatiously distributed 
amongst the wounded, and the relatives of the slain ; 
and every one, shocked with the wild atrocity of such 
a reckless plot, became, while they execrated the 
perpetrators, attached in proportion to the olgect of 
their cruelty. A disappointed conspiracy always adds 
strength to the government against which it is direct- 
ed ; and Buonaparte did not fiiil to push this advan- 
tage to the uttermost 

Notwithstanding that the infernal machine (fix 
so )t was not unappropriately termed) had in fiict 
been managed by the hands of Royalists, the first 
suspicion fell on the Republicans ; and Buonaparte 
took the opportunity, before the public were unde- 
ceived on the subject, of dealing that party a blow, 
from the effects of which they did not recover du- 
ring his reign. An arbitrary decree of the Senate 
was asked and readily obtained, for the transporta- 
tion beyond seas of nearly one hundred and thirty of 
the chiefs of the broken faction of the Jacobins, 
among whom were several names which belonged to 
the celebrated Reign of Terror, and had figured in the 
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rolls of the National ConTention. These men were so 
generally hated, as connected with the atrocious scenes 
during the reign of Robespierre, that the unpopu- 
larity of their characters excused the irregularity of 
the proceedings against them, and their fate was view- 
ed with complacency by many, and with indifference 
by alL In the end, the First Consul became so per- 
suaded of the political insignificance of these relics 
of Jacobinism, (who, in fact, were as harmless as the 
fragments of a bomb-shell after its explosion,) that 
the decree of deportation was never enforced against 
them ; and Felix Lepelletier, Chaudieu* Talot, and 
their companions, were allowed to live obscurely in 
France, watched closely by the police, and under the 
condition that they should not venture to approach 
Paris. 

The actual conspirators were proceeded against 
with severity. Chevalier and Veycer, Jacobins, said 
to have constructed the original model of the infernal 
machine, were tried before a military commission, 
condemned to be shot, and suffered death accord- 
ingly. 

Arena, Ceraschi, Le Brun, and Demerville, were 
tried before the ordinary court of criminal judicature, 
and condemned by the voice of a jury ; although thexe 
was little evidence against them, save that of their 
accomplice Harel, by whom they had been betrayed. 
They also were executed. 
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At a later period. Carbon and St«Regent, Rojud- 
iflts, the agents in the actual attempt of 10th October, 
were also tried, condemned, and put to death. Some 
persons tried for the same o£Pence were acquitted ; and 
justice seems to have been distributed with an impar- 
tiality unusual in France since the Revolution. 

But Buonajparte did not design that the conse- 
quences of these plots should end with the deaths of 
the wretches engaged in them. It afforded an op- 
portunity not to be n^lected to advance his principal 
olgect, which was the erection of France into a despo- 
tic kingdom, and the possessing himself of uncontrol- 
led power over the lives, properdes, thoughts, and opi- 
nions; of those who were bom his fellow-subjects, and 
of whom the very meanest but lately boasted himself 
his equal. He has himself expressed his purpose 
respectbg the Constitution of the year Eight, or 
Consular Government, in words dictated to General 
Gourgaud. 

*^ The ideas of Napoleon were fixed ; but the ai^. 
of time and events were necessary for their realisa- 
tion. The organization of the Consulate had pre- 
sented nothing in contradiction to them ; it taught 
unanimity, and that was the first step. This point 
gained. Napoleon was quite indifferent as to the form 
and denominations of the several constituted bodies. 
He was a stranger to the Revolution. It was natu- 
ral that the will of these men, who had followed it 
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through all its phases, should preyail in questions as 
difficult as they were abstract. The wisest plan was 
to go on from day to day — ^by the polar star by which 
Napoleon meant to guide the Bevolution to the 
haven he desired*^ 

If there is anything obscure in this passage, it 
received but too luminous a commentary from the 
course of Buonaparte^s actions ; all of which tend to 
show that he embraced the Cimsular government as 
a mere temporary arrangement, calculated to prepare 
the minds of the French nation for his ulterior views, 
of ambition, as young colts are ridden with a light 
bridle until they are taught by degrees to endure the 
curb and bit, or as water-fowl taken in a decoy are 
first introduced within a wider circuit of nets, in or- 
der to their being gradually brought within that strict 
enclosure where they are made absolute prisoners. 
He tells us in plain terms, he let the revolutionary 
sages take their own way in arranging the constito. 
tion ; determined, without regarding the rules they 
laid down on the chart, to steer his course by one 
fixed point to one desired haven. That polar star 
was his own selfish interest — ^that haven was despotic 
power. What he considered as most for his own in- 
terest, he was determined to consider as the govenu 
ment most suited for France also. Perhaps he may 
have persuaded himself that he was actually serving 
his country as well as himself; and, indeed, justly 
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Gonadered, he was in both instances equally grievous- 
ly mistaken. 

With Ae views which he entertained, the Chief 
Consul regarded the conspiracies against his life as 
affording a pretext for extending his power too favour- 
able to be neglected. These repeated attacks on the 
Head of the state made it desirable that some mode 
should be introduced of trying such offences, briefer 
and more arUtrary than the slow forms required by 
ordinary jurisprudence. The prompt and speedy 
justice to be expected from a tribunal freed from the 
ordinary restraint of formalities and juries, was stated 
to be more necessary on account of the state of the 
public roads, infested by bands called Chauffeurs, 
who stopped the public carriages, intercepted the 
communications of commesoe, and became so formi- 
dable, that no public coach was permitted to leave 
Paris without a military guard of at least four sol- 
diers on the roof This was used as a strong addi- 
tional reason for constituting a special Court of Ju- 
dicature. 

Buonaparte could be at no loss for models of such 
an institution. As hero of the Revolution, he had 
succeeded to the whole arsenal of revolutionary wea- 
pons forged in the name of Liberty, to oppress the 
dearest rights of humanity. He had but to select 
that which best suited him, and to mould it to the 
temper of the times. The country which had so long 
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endured the Bevolutioiiary Tribunal, was not likely 
to wince under any less stem judicature. 

The Court which goyemment now proposed to 
establish, was to consist of eight members thus qua- 
lified. 1. The president and two judges of the ordi« 
nary criminal tribunal. S. Three military men, bear- 
ing at least the rank of captain. 3. Two citizens, 
to be suggested by government, who should be select- 
ed from such as were by the constitution qualified to 
act as judges. Thus five out of ^ht judges were 
directly named by the government for the occasion. 
The Court was to decide without jury, without ap« 
peal, and without revision of any kind. As a boon 
to the accused, the Court were to have at least six 
members present, and there was to be no casting 
vote ; so that the party would have his acquittal, 
unless six members out of eight, or four members 
out of six, should unite in finding him guilty ; where- 
as in other courts, a bare majority is sufficient for 
condemnation* 

With this poor boon to public opinion, the spe- 
cial Commission Court was to be the jurisdiction 
before whom armed insui^nts, conspirators, and 
in general men guilty of crimes against the social 
compact, were to undergo their trial 

The Counsellor of State, Portalis, laid' this plan 
before the Legisktive Body, by whom it was, accord- 
ing to constitutional form, referred to the oonsidera- 
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tion of the Tribunate. It was in thiB body, the only 
existing branch of the constitution where was pr&- 
senredisonie shadow of popular forms and of free de- 
bate, that those who continued to entertain free senti- 
ments could have any opportunity of expressing them. 
Benjamin Constant, Daunon, Chenier, and others, the 
gleanings as it were of the liberal party, made an ho- 
nourable but unavailing defence against this invasion 
of the constitution, studying at the same time to ex- 
press their opposition in language and by arguments 
least likely to give offence to the government. To the 
honour of the Tribunate, which was the frail but sdLe 
remaining barrier of liberty, the project had nearly 
made shipwreck, and was only passed by a small ma- 
jority of forty-nine over forty-one. In the L^islative 
Body there was also a strong minority. It seemed as 
if the friends of liberty, however deprived of direct 
popular representation, and of all the means of in* 
fluendng public opinion, were yet determined to 
maintain an opposition to the First Consul, some- 
what on the plan of that of England. 

Another law, passed at this time, must have had a 
cooling effect on the zeal of some of these patriots. It 
was annoimced that there were a set of persons, who 
were to be regarded rather as public enemies than as 
criminals, and who ought to be provided against rather 
by anticipating and defeating their schemes than by 
punishing their offences. These consisted of Repub- 
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licans, Royalists, or any others entertaining, or sup- 

■ 

posed to entertun, opinions inimical to the present 
state of affairs ; and the law now passed entitled the 
goYemment to treat them as suspected persons, and 
as such, to banish them from Paris or from France. 
Thus was the Chief Consul invested with full power 
over the personal liberty of every person whom he 
chose to consider as the enemy of his government. 

Buonaparte was enabled to avail himself to the ut- 
termost of the powers which he had thus extracted 
from the Constitutional Bodies, by the frightful 
agency of the police. This institution may, even in 
itis mildest form, be regarded as a necessary evil ; for 
although, while great cities continue to afford ol>* 
scure retreats for vice and crime of every de8cription> 
there must be men, whose profession it is to discover 
and bring criminals to justice, as while there are 
vermin in^ the animal world, there must be kites and 
carrion-crows to diminish their number ; yet, as the 
excellence of these guardians of the public depends 
in a great measure on their familiarity with the arts, 
haunts, and practices of culprits, they cannot be ex- 
pected to feel the same horror for crimes, or crimi- 
nals, which is common to other men. On the con- 
trary, they have a sympathy with them of the same 
kind which hunters entertain for the game which is 
the object of their pursuit. Besides, as much of their 
business is carried on by the medium of spie^, they 
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must be able to personate the manners and opinions 
of those whom they detect ; and are frequently indu- 
ced, by their own interest, to direct, encourage, nay, 
suggest crimes, that they may obtain the reward due 
for conviction of the offenders. 

Applied to state offences, the i^ency of such per- 
sons, though sometimes unavoidable, is yet more 
frightfully dangerous. 'Moral delinqij\^cies can be 
hardly with any probaUIity attributed to worthy or 
innocent persons ; but there is no character so pure, 
that he who bears it may not be supposed capable of 
entertaining false and exaggerated opinions in pon- 
tics, and, as such, become the victim of treachery 
and delation. In France, a prey to so many facdcms, 
the power of the police had become overwhelming ; 
indeed the very existence of the government seemed 
in some measure dependent upon the accuracy of 
their intelligence ; and for this purpose their num- 
bers had been enlarged, and their discipline perfect- 
ed, under the administration of the sagacious and 
crafty Fouch6. This remarkable person had been 
an outrageous Jacobin, and dipped deep in the hor- 
rors of the revolutionary government—- an adherent 
of Barras, and a partaker in the venality and pecu- 
lation which characterized that period. He waa, 
therefore, totalljr without principle ; but his nature 
was not of that last degree of depravity, which de- 
lights in evil for its own sake, and his good sense 
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told Mm, that «n unnecessary crime was a political 
blunder. The lenity with which he exercised his ter« 
riUe office, when left in any degree to his own dis- 
cretion, while it never prevented his implicit execu« 
tion of Buonaparte^s commands, made the abomina- 
ble system over which he presided to a certain ex- 
tent endurable ; and thus even his good qualities, 
while they relieved individual suffering, were of dis- 
service to his country, by reconciling her to bond- 
age. 

The havfte police, as it is called by the French, 
meaning that department which applies to politics 
and state affairs, had been unaccountably neglected 
by the ministers of Louis XVI., and was much dis- 
organised by the consequences of the Revolution. 
The demagogues of the Convention had little need 
of a regular system of the kind. Every affiliated dub 
of Jacobins supplied them with spies, and with in- 
struments of their pleasure. The Directory stood in 
a different situation. They had no general party 
of their own, and maintained their authority, by ba- 
lancing the Moderates and Democrats against each 
other. They, therefore, were more dependent upon 
the police than their predecessors, and they intrust- 
ed Fouch6 with the superintendrace. It was then 
that, destroying, or rather superseding, the separate 
offices where the agents of the police pretended to 
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a certain independence of acting, he brought the 
whole fiystem to concentrate within his own cabinet. 
By combining the reports of his agents, and of the 
▼arious individuals with whom under various pre- 
texts he maintained correspondence, the Minister of 
Police arrived at so accurate a knowledge of the pur- 
pose, disposition, adherents, and tools of the different 
parties in France, that he could anticipate their mode 
of acting upon all occasions that were likely to occur, 
knew what measures were likely to be proposed, and 
by whom they were to be supported ; and when any 
particular accident took place, was able, from his 
previous general information, to assign it to the real 
cause, and the true actors. 

An unlimited system of espial, and that stretdi- 
ing through society in all its ramificatiqps, was ne- 
cessary to the perfection of this system, which had 
not arrived to its utmost height, till Napoleon as- 
cended the throne. Still, before his reign, it existed 
all through France, controlling the most confiden- 
tial expressions of opinion on public affairs, and, like 
some mephitic vapour, stifling the breath though it 
was invisible to the eye, and, by its mysterious ter^ 
rors, putting a stop to all discussion of public mea- 
sures, which was not in the tone of implicit appro- 
bation. 

The expense of miuntaining this estaUishment 
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was immense; for Fouch6 comprehended amongst 
his spies and informers persons, whom no ordinary 
gratuity would have moved to act such a part. But 
this expense was provided for by the large sums 
which the Minister of Police received for the tolera- 
tion yielded to brothels, gambling- houses, and other 
places of profligacy, to whom he granted licenses, in 
consideration of their observing certain regulations; 
His system of espial was also extended, by the in* 
formation which was collected in these haunts of de- 
bauchery ; and thus the vices of the capital were 
made to support the means by which it was subject- 
ed to a despotic government. His auto-biography 
contains a boast, that the private secretary of the 
Chief Consul was his pensioner, and that the lavish 
profusion of Josephine made even her willing to ex- 
change intelligence concerning the Chief Consults 
views and plans. Thus was Fouch6 not only a spy 
upon the people in behalf of Buonaparte, but a spy 
also on Buonaparte himself. 

Indeed, the power of the director of this terrible 
enginery was so great, as to excite the suspicion of 
Napoleon, who endeavoured to counter-balance it by 
dividing the department of police into four distinct 
offices. There were established, Ist, The military 
police of the. palace, over which Duroc, the grand 
master of the household, presided. Sd, The police 



S34 LIFE OF 

mamtained by the inspector of the gens-d^annes. 8d, 
That exercised over the city of Paris by the Pre- 
fect 4th, The general police, which still remained 
under the control of Fouch6. Thos, the First Con- 
sul received every day four reports of police, and 
esteemed himself secure of learning, through some 
one of them, informadon which the others might have 
an interest in concealing. 

The agents of these different bodies were fire- 
quently unknown to each other ; and it often hap- 
pened, that when, in the exercise of their office, 
they were about to arrest some individual who had 
incurred suspicion, they found him protected against 
them, by his connexion with other bureaux of po- 
lice. The system was, therefore, as complicated as 
it was oppressive and unjust; but we shall have 
such frequent opportunity to refer to the subject, 
that we need here only repeat, that, with refe- 
rence to his real interest, it was unfortunate for Buo- 
naparte that he found at his disposal so ready a 
weapon of despotism as the organised police, wield- 
ed by a hand so experienced as that of Fouch6. 

It was the duty of the police to watch the pro- 
gress of public opinion, whether it was expressed in 
general society, and confidential communication, or 
by the medium of the press. Buonaparte entertain- 
ed a feverish apprehension of the effects of litem- 

9 
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ture on the general mind, and in doing so acknow- 
ledged the weak points in Ins government The 
public journals were under the daily and constant 
superintendance of the police, and their editors were 
summoned before Fouchfe when anything was insert- 
ed which could be considered as disrespectful to his 
authority. Threats and promises were liberally em- 
ployed on such occasions, and such journalists as 
proved refractory, were soon made to feel that the 
former were no vain menaces. The suppression of 
the offensive newspaper was often accompanied by 
the banishment or imprisonment of the editor. The 
same measure was dealt to authors, booksellers, and 
publishers, respecting whom the jealousy of Buona- 
parte amounted to a species of disease. 

No one can be surprised that an absolute govern- 
ment should be disposed to usurp the total manage- 
ment of the daily press, and such other branches of 
literature as are immediately connected ¥dth politics ; 
but the interference of Buonaparte^s police went 
much farther, and frequently required from those 
authors who wrote only on general topics, some express 
recognizance of his authority. The ancient Christians 
would not attend the theatre, because it was neces- 
sary that, previous to enjoying the beauties of the 
scene, they should sacrifice some grains of incense 
to the false deity, supposed to preside over the 
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place. In like manner, men of generous minds in 
France were often obliged to suppress works on sub- 
jects the most alien to politics, because they could 
not easily obtain a road to the public unless they con- 
sented to recognize the right of the individual, who 
had usurped the supreme authority, and extinguish- 
ed the liberties of his country. The circumstances 
which subjected Madame de Stael to a long persecu- 
tion by the police of Buonaparte, may be quoted as 
originating in this busy desire, of connecting his 
government with the publications of all persons of 
genius. 

We have been already led to notice, that there 
existed no cordiality betwixt Buonaparte and the 
gifted daughter of Neckar. Their characters were 
&r from suited to each other. She had manifestly 
regarded the First Consul as a subject of close and 
curious observation, and Buimaparte loved not that 
any one should make him the subject of minute 
scrutiny. Madame de Stael was the centre also of 
a distinguished circle of society in France, several 
of whom were engaged to support the cause of libera 
ty ; and the resolution of a few members of the 
Tribunate, to make some efforts to check the ad- 
vance of Buonaparte to arbitrary power, was sup- 
posed to be taken in her saloon, and under her 
encouragement. For this she was only banished 
from Paris. But when she was about to publish her 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 337 

excellent and spirited book on German manners and 
literature, in which, unhappily, there was no men- 
tion of the French nation, or its supreme chief, 
Madame de StaeFs work was seized by the police, 
and she was favoured with a line from Fouch6, ac- 
quaintbg her that the air of France did not suit her 
health, and inviting her to leave it with all conve- 
nient speed. While in exile from Paris, which she 
accounted her country, the worthy Prefect of Geneva 
suggested a mode by which she might r^ain favour. 
An ode on the birth of the King of Borne, was re- 
commended as the means of conciliation. Madame 
de Stael answered, she should limit herself to wishing 
him a good nurse ; and became exposed to new rigours, 
even extending to the friends who ventured to visit 
her in her exile. So general was the French influ- 
ence all over Europe, that, to shelter herself from 
the persecutions by which she was everywhere fol- 
lowed, she was at length obliged to escape to Eng- 
land, by the remote way of Russia. Chenier, author 
of the Hymn of the Marseilloise, though formerly 
the panegyrist of General Buonaparte, became, with 
other literary persons who did not bend low enough 
to his new dignity, objects of persecution to the First 
Consul. The childish pertinacity with which Napo- 
leon followed up such unreasonable piques, belongs 
indeed, chiefly, to the history pf the Emperor, but it 
showed its blossoms earlier. The power of indulging 

VOL. IV. Y 
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sfich petty pauioiu, goes, in a great measure, to fos- 
ter and encourage their progress ; and in the case of 
Buonaparte, this power, great in itself, was increa- 
sed by the dangerous facilities which the police offer- 
ed, for gratifying the spleen, or the revenge, of the 
o£Pended sovereign. 

Another support, of a very di£Perent kind, and 
grounded on the most opposite principles, was afford- 
ed to the rising power of Napoleon, through the re- 
establishment of reli^on in France, by his treaty 
with the Pope, called the Concordat. Two great 
steps had been taken towards this important point, 
by the edict opening the churches, and renewing the 
exercise of the Christian religion, and by the resto- 
ration of the Pope to his temporal dominions, after 
the battle of Marengo. The further objects to be 
attained were the sanction of the First Consults go- 
vernment by the Pontiff on the one hand, and, on the 
other, the re-establishment of the rights of the church 
in France, so far as should be found consistent with 
the new order of things. 

This important treaty was managed by Joseph 
Buonaparte, who, with three colleagues, held con- 
ferences for that purpose with the plenipotentiaries of 
the Pope. The ratifications were exchanged on the 
18th of September 1801 ; and when they were pub- 
lished, it was singular to behold how submissively 
the once proud See of Rome lay pr^stirated before 
the power of Buonaparte, and how absolutely he 
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muittlmYl^'dietated all the terms of the treaty. Every 
artide innoyated on some of those rights and cltums, 
iHtidi the Church of Rome had for ages asserted as 
thb unalienable privileges of her infallible head. 

Ii It' was provided, that the Catholic rel^on' 
should be freely exercised in France, acknowledged 
aa the national faith, and its service openly prac- 
tised, sttlgect to such regulations of police as the 
French government should judge necessary. 1 1. The 
Pope, in concert with the French government, was 
to ntoke a new division of dioc^es, and to require of 
the existing bishops even the resignation of their 
sees, should that be found necessary to complete the 
new arrangement. III. The sees which should be- 
come vacant by such resignatbn, or by deprivation, 
in case a voluntary abdication was refused, as also 
ali future vacancies, were to be filled up by the Pope, 
on nominations proceeding ftom the French govern^ 
ment. IV. The new bishops were to take aft oath 
of fidelity to the government, and to observe a rittttd, 
in which there were to be especial forms of prayer fer 
the Consuls. V. The church-livingswereto undergo 
a new division, and the buhops were to nominate to 
them, but only such persons as should be approved 
by the government VI. The government was to 
make suitable provmon for the national clergy, while 
tIm'Pope expressly remiunced all right competent to 
him and his successors, to challenge or dispute the- 
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sales of ckurch property which had been made ainoe 
the Revolutioii. 

Such was the cdebrated compact, by which Fiua 
VII. suziendered to a soldier, whose name was five 
or six years before unheard of in Europe, those high 
claims to supremacy in spiritual a£Burs, which his- 
pedecessors had maintained for so many ages against 
the whole potentates of Europe. A puritan might 
have said of the Power seated on the Seven HiUa— 
<^ Babylon is fallen, it is fallen that great dty T 
The more rigid Catholics were of the same (pinion., 
llie Concordat, they alleged, showed rather the 
abasement of the Roman hierarchy than the re-ereo- 
tion of the Gallic church. 

The proceedings against the existing bishops of 
France, most of whom were of course emigrants, were 
also but little edifying. Acting upon the article of 
the Concordat already noticed, and caused, as the 
letter itself states, ^^ by the exigencies of the times^ 
which exercises its yiolence even on us,^ the Pope 
required of each of these reverend persons, by an 
especial mandate, to accede to the compact, by sur- 
rendering his see, as therein provided. The order 
was peremptory in its terms, and an answer was 
demanded within fifteen days. The purpose of this 
haste was to prevent consultation or combination, 
and to place before eaeh bishop^ individually, the 
choice of compliance, thereby gaining a right to be 
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prorided for in the new hierarchy; or of refiisal, 
in which case the Pope would be oUiged to declare 
the aee vacant,' in-coitfonnitjr to hia oigagement with 
Buonaparte. 

The bishops in general declined compliance with 
a request, which, on the part of the Pope, was evi- 
dently made by compulsion. They oflPered to lay 
their resignation at his Holiness^s feet, so soon as 
they should be assured that there was regular canon- 
ical provision made for filling up ihar sees ; but 
they declined, by any voluntary act of didrs, to 
give countenance to the surrender of the rights of 
the church implied in the Concordat, and preferred 
exile and poverty to any provision which they might 
obtain, by consenting to compromise the privileges of 
the hierarchy. These proceedings greatly increased 
the unpopularity of the Concordat among the more 
sealous Catholics. 

Others of that faith there were, who, though they 
considered the new system as very imperfect, yet 
thought it might have the efiect of preserving in 
France some sense of the Christian religion, which, 
under the total disuse of public worship, stood a 
chance of beiug entirely extinguished in the minds 
of the rising generation. They remembered, that 
though the Jews in the days of Esdras shed tears of 
natural sorrow when they beheld the inferiority of 
the second Temple, yet Providence had sanction* 
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id in lenictiaD, imdir .-ibe nwRWi, ,«n4 i}>y jmiw- 
.mn, of an imbelieTkig l«ak-4ii«ster. Tliegr.gimliQdf 
iImU the conntemmce ^ ahewn by JBuonaporte^tOftliB 
religious establishment, was entirely from.'inotiye^ejlf 
.4elf*>iDtere8t ; but still they hoped thi^t God^ <who 
works his own will by the sdfish passions of indiyi- 
dlials, was.now u^ing those of the first Consul to 
^jl^call some s^nse Qf rciti^on;tp i'^rance » and thagy an- 
.ticiBated th^t religioo^ :as.tbe>bMt,fiiend of alLtfaiat 
is good and ipraceful in humility, was lil&^y, ip 
.oouTfe of time, tOyfanng (back fand/«ncQux9g<B# 9ttPPie 
,Qf national, liberty. 

The revolutionary ^part of Fxance beheld Af^ 
Con^rdi^t with very differei^t >eyes. The ^Cbii^ 
^^an ,i^{^pn was, as to the Jaws and Gre^ipf 
old, a 9Mimbling-bloek to the JacoUus, and fooli^ 
ness to the philosophers. It waa a qr^tem ;ifhi# 
they had attacked with a zeal even as. eager ^,th||^ 
which they had directed against monarchical ijv#|tu- 
tions ; aiid in the restoration of the altar, they fore|E|aw 
the re-erection of the throne. Buonaparte defend^ 
himself among the philc^ophers, .by xonqpiaiifig .)ap 
Concordat to a sort.of vaccinationiof religion^ which, 
by introducing a slighter kind into ,the sysl^ fOf 
the state, would gradually prcfpaie for its i^ij^tuje e|^ 
tinction. 

In the meantime, he proceeded Jto cen^ew the mi- 
dent league betw];Kt the church ^ csownb with 
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'Us itfuch solemnity as possiUe. Portalis was crea- 
ted Minister of Religion, a new oiGce, for managing 
the affairs of the church. He had deserved this pre- 
ferment, by a learned and argumentative speech to the 
Legislative Body, in which he proved to the French 
statesmen, (what in other coimtries is seldom consi- 
dered as matter of doubt,) that the exercise of religion 
is congenial to human nature, and worthy of being 
cherished and protected by the state. The Concor- 
dat was inaugurated at Notre Dame with the utmost 
magnificence. Buonaparte attended in person, with 
idl the badges and pomp of royalty, and in the style 
resembling as nearly as possible that of the former 
Kings of France. The Archbishop of Aix was ap- 
pointed to preach upon the occasion, being the very 
individual prelate who had delivered the sermon 
upon the coronation of Louis XVI. Some address, 
it was said, was employed to procure the attendance 
of the old Republican Generals. They were invited 
by Berthier to breakfast, and thence carried to the 
First Consul's levee ; after which it became impossible 
for them to decline attending him to the Church of 
Notre Dame. As he returned from the ceremony, 
surrounded by these military functionaries, Buona- 
parte remarked with complacency, that the former 
order of things was fast returning. One of his gene- 
rals boldly answered,—" Yes!— all returns— ex- 
cepting the two millions of Frenchmen, who have 
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died to procure the proscription of the very Bystem 
now in the act of bemg restored.^" 

It ig said that Buonaparte, when he found the 
Pope and the clergy lesg tractable than he desired, 
regretted having taken the step of re-establishing re- 
ligion, and termed the Concordat the greatest error 
of his reign. But such observations could only escape 
him in a moment of pique or provocation. He well 
knew the advantage which a govermnent must derive 
from a national church, which recognises them in its 
ritual ; and at Saint Helena, he himself at once ac- 
knowledged the advantage of his compact with the 
Pope as a measure of state, and his indifference to it 
in a religious point of view. *< I never regretted the 
Concordat,^ he said. ^* I must have had either that 
or something equivalent. Had the Pope never before 
existed, he should have been made for the occasion.^ 

The First Consul took care, accordingly, to make 
his full advantage of the Concordat, by introducing 
his own name as much as possible into the catechism 
of the church, which, in other respects, was that 
drawn up by Bossuet. To honour Napoleon, the 
catechumen was taught, was the same as to honour 
and serve God himself— to oppose his will, was to 
incur the penalty of eternal damnation. 

In civil affairs, Buonaparte equally exerted his ta- 
lents, in connecting the safety and interests of the na« 
tion with his own aggrandisement. He had already 
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laughed at the idea of a free constitution. ^^ The only 
free constitution necessary,^ he said, ^^ or usefrd, was 
a good civil code ;^ not considering, or choosing to 
have it considered, that the best system of laws, 
when held by no better guarantee than the pleasure 
of an arbitrary prince and his council of state, is as 
insecure as the situation of a pearl suspended by a 
single hair. Let us do justice to Napoleon, however, 
by acknowledging, that he encountered with manly 
firmness the gigantic labour of forming a code of in- 
stitutions, which, supplying the immense variety of 
provincial laws that existed in the different depart- 
ments of France, and suppressing the partial and 
temporary regulations made in the various political 
crises of the Revolution, were designed to be the 
basis of a uniform national system. For this purpose, 
an order of the Consuls convoked Messrs Portalis, 
Tronchet, Bigot, Preamenu, and Maleville, juris- 
consults of the highest character, and associated 
them with the Minister of Justice, Cambaceres, in 
the task of adjusting and reporting a plan for a ge- 
neral system of jurisprudence. The progress and ter- 
mination of this great work will be hereafter noticed. 
The Chief Consul himself took an active part in the 
deliberations. 

An ordinance, eminently well qualified to heal the 
civil wounds of France, next manifested the talents 
of Buonaparte, and, as men hoped, his moderation. 
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Tkk WM the general amnesty granted to the emi- 
grants. . A decree of the senate, 96th April 1801, 
|iermitted the Teturn of these unfortmiate persons to 
France, providhig they did so, and took the oath of 
fidelity to government, witl^ a certain period. There 
irare, however, five classes of excepdons, containing 
anch as eeemed too deeply and strongly pledged to 
die house of Boinbon, ever to reconcile themselves 
to ilie government of Buonaparte. Such were, 1st, 
Those who had been chiefs of bodies of armed roysl- 
jsts;<*--^ Who had hdd rank in the armies of the 
allies ;— -Sd, Who had bdonged to the household cff 
the princes of the blood ;*^*4th. Who had been agents 
or encouragers of foreign or domestic war ;— ^tfa. The 
generals and admirals, together with the representa- 
tives of the people, who had been guilty of treason 
f^ainst the B^puUic, together with the prelates, who 
decKned to rengn lAteir ^ees in terms of the Concor- 
dat. It was at the same time declared, that not more 
than five hundred in all should be excepted firom the 
amnesty. Buonaparte truly judged, that the mass oF 
em igr a nts, thus winnowed tod purified from all who 
had been leaders, exhausted in fortune, and wearied 
out by exile, would in general be grateful for permis- 
sion to return to France, and passive, nay, contented 
and attached subjects of his domimon ; and the event 
in a great measure, if not fiilly, justified his expectiu 
tions. Such part of their property as had not been 
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)Mld9>n«5idiMcted Ao^beoatlortd to>ttieBi ; faift^lhey 
w«xe«ulgoeled(tO)the qpeonl siqperiiitendaliee cf A» 
)polifler£]r ^e qaoe of'teiiyeaisafUr(th«r*ieti]ni» 

Widi similar and most laudaUe attention to the 
duties dfJufi hi^ office, iBuonapairte foonded plans 
of iCduGBtion, and partioulatly^ wifli Mong£*s asdbt- 
>aDee, established the Pdyteohnic sdiod, wfaioh iias 
produeed so manyanen^tf^talent iEIe SBqaured anid- 
ously into abuses^ and was paitioulasfy^actiiie <in ear- 
recting those 'which had esept >into ttlieftfiaons dtoriog 
the Revolution, where great tyranny was ej mawi seJ ti y 
j&eBapoly.af fvoi^ionB, and othenrise. In amending 
AuiditenrUs, QBnonapatfte, thengk net of Ungly bii4i, 
iahowedta'mind fwi^tfagr ^ Ae rank io niiiefa I^Nkad 
ascended. It is »only tto -be r^retted, that in what la- 
itiocBtt^ nrith hb pevsonsd adsfaes ior intevest, 'he «Bi- 
AtOBtfASed tomainife8t>liie«oiindand oottect views^ 
-vindiiOBtadbstKiottqaestions he^ouldfoiai'flo^fleaKbf. 

Oiket sdMsies <of « pablie<charaoler mete Md out 
as oconpying the attention of the Ohkff Consid. Lise 
Augustus, whose aituation his^wn im some meaMr^ 
resembled, Napoleon endewroured, by the magpM- 
cence of his projects for the improvement of the state, 
to withdraw attention from his inroads upon public 
freedom, 'the inland navigation of Languedoc was 
to be completed, and a canal, joining the river Yonne 
to the Saonne, was to connect the south part of the 
republic so completely with the north, as to establish 
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a commumeatioii bjr water between Marseilles and 
Amsterdam. Bridges were also to be built, roads to 
be laid out and improved,. museums founded in the 
principal towns of France, and many other public 
labours undertaken, on a acale whidi should put to 
shame even the boasted days of Louis XIV. Buo- 
naparte knew the French nation well, and was aware 
that he should best reconcile them to hiiS government, 
by indulging his own genius for bold and magnifi- 
cent undertakings, whether of a military or a civil 
character. 

But although these splendid proposes filled the 
public ear, and flattered the national pride of France,* 
coipmerce continued to languish, under the effects of 
a constant blockade, provisions became dear, and 
discontent against the Consulate b^an to gain ground 
over the favourable sentiments which had bailed its 
commencement. The effectual cure for these heart- 
burnings was only to be found in a general peace ; 
and a variety of events, some of them of a diaracter 
very unpleasing to the First Consul, seemed gradually 
preparing for this desirable event. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Return te the esetemal Rdatione of France. — Her univenal 
Ateendancy* — Napoleon's advances to the Emperor Paul. — 
Plan of destroying the British Power in India. — Right of 
Search at Sea. — Death of Paul — Its effects on Buonaparte, 
'^Affairs of Eggpt.'^Assassination qf Kldter.-^Menou ap* 
pointed to succeed him.-^British Army lands in Egypt. — 
Battle and Victory of Alexandria. — Death of Sir Ralph 
Abercromby. — General Hutchinson succeeds him. — The 
French General BeUiard capitulates — as does Menou.^^ 
War in Egypt brought to a victorious Conclusion. 

Having thus given a glance at the internal affairs 
of France during the commencement of Buonaparte^s 
domination, we return to her external relations, 
which, since the peace of Luneville, had assumed the 
appearance of universal ascendency, so much had 
the current of human affairs been altered by the 
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talents and fortunes of one man. Not only was 
France in secure possession, by the treaty of Lune- 
▼ille, of territories extending to the banks of the 
Rhine, but the surrounding nations were, under 
the plausible names of protection or alliance, as 
submissive to her goyemment as if they had made 
integral parts of her dominions. Holland, Switser- 
land, and Italy, were all in a state of subjection to 
her will ; Spain, like a puppet, moved but at her 
signal; Austria was broken-spirited and dgected; 
Prussia still remembered her losses in the first revo- 
lutionary war ; and Russia, who alone could be con- 
sidered as unmoved by anyvfear.of Eraaee, was yet in 
a situation to be easily managed; by flattering and 
caj/pling the peculiar temper, of the Emperor Paul* 

We have already ^ohserved, .that ^Biranapavte had 
artfidly avaikd hims^* of 'the misuncterstandkig ba- 
tween Austria and Russia, tp insinuate himself into 
the good^aces of the Gzar. The disputes between 
Russia and England gave hisa stili fiurdwr advan- 
tages over the mind of that incautious monarch. 

The refusal of Britain to cede the almost impr^- 
nable fortress o£ Malta, and with it the command of 
the MediterraneMi, to a power who was no longer 
firiencBy, was aggravated by her dediniag to admit 
Russian pnsoners into the cartel of exchangebetwixt 
the French and^ British. Buonapatte contrived to 



l^APOLEON BUONAPAKTX. 961 

make his approaches to the Csar in amanner calcu- 
lated to bear upon both these sulgects of grieyance^ 
He presented to Paul, who affected to be considered 
as the Grand Master of the Order of St John of Je* 
rusalem, the sword given by the Pope to the herdle 
John de la ValettC) who was at the head of the Order 
daring the celebrated defence of Malta against the 
Turks. With the same view of pUdng his own con* 
duct in a favourable contrast with that of Great.Bri- 
tain, he newwdothed and armed eight or nine tho»> 
sand Russian prisoners, and dismissed them firedy, in 
token of his personal esteem for the character of the 
Emperor. 

A n^ore secret and scandalous mode of acquiring 
interest is said to have been attained, through the at- 
tachment of the unfortunate Prince to a French ac- 
tress of talents and beauty, who had been sent firoBs 
Paris for the express purpose of acquiring his affec- 
tions. From these concurring reasons, Paul heffon 
now openly to manifest himself as the warm firiend' 
of France, and the Utter enemy of Britain. In 
the former capad^, he.had the weak and unworthy, 
complaisance to withdraw the hoq^tality which he 
had hitherto afforded to the relics of the Royal 
Family of Bourbon, who were compelled to remove 
firom Mittau, where they had been hitherto pemitled 
to 
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To gratify his pique against England, Paul gave 
hearing at least to a magnificent scheme, by which 
Buonaparte proposed to accomplish the destruction 
of the Britbh power in India, which he had in rain 
hoped to assail by the possession of Egypt. The 
scheme was now to be efiected by the union of the 
French and Russian troops, which were to force their 
way to British India overland, through the kingdom 
of Persia ; and a plan of such a campaign was seri- 
ously in agitation. Thirty-five thousand French were 
to descend the Danube into the Black Sea; and 
then, being wafted across that sea and the sea of 
Azof, were to march by land to the banks of the 
Wolga. Here they were again to be embarked, and 
descend the river to Astracan, and from thence 
were to cross the Caspian Sea to Astrabad, where 
they were to be joined by a Russian army, equal in 
force to their own. It was thought that, marching 
through Persia by Herat, Ferah, and Candahar, the 
Russo-Gallic army might reach the Indus in forty- 
five days from Astrabad. This gigantic project would 
scarce have been formed by any less daring genius 
than Napoleon ; nor could any prince, with a brain 
less infirm than Paul's, have agreed to become his 
tool in so extraordinary an undertaking, from which 
France was to derive all the advantage. 

A nearer mode of injuring the interests of Eng- 

1(1 
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land than this overland march to India, was in the 
power of the Emperor of Russia. A controversy be- 
ing in dependence betwixt England and the northern 
courts, afforded the pretext for throwing his weight 
into the scale against her at this dangerous crisis. . 
The right of search at sea, that is, the right of 
stopping a neutral or friendly vessel, and taking out 
of her the goods belonging to an enemy, is acknow- 
ledged in the earliest maritime codes. But England, 
by her naval superiority, had been enabled to exert 
this right so generally, that it became the subject 
of much heart-burning to neutral powers. The 
association of the Northern States in 1780, known 
by the name of the Armed Neutrality, had for its 
object to put down this right of search, and establish 
the maxim that free bottoms made free goods ; in 
other words, that the neutral character of the vessel 
should protect whatever property she might have on 
board. This^ principle was now anxiously reclaimed 
by France, as the most effective argument for the 
purpose of irritating the neutral powers against Great 
Britain, whose right of search, which could not be ex* 
ercised without vexation and inconvenience to their 
commerce, must necessarily be unpopular amongst 
them. Forgetting that the danger occasioned by the 
gigantic power of France was infinitely greater than 
any which could arise from the maritime claims of 
England, the northern courts became again united 
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on the subject of what they termed the freedom oi 
the seas. Indeed, the Emperor Paul, even before 
the offence arising out of his disappointmient respect- 
ing Malta, had proceeded so far as to sequestrate 
all British property in his dominions, in resentment 
of her exercising the right of search. But upon the 
fresh provocation which he conceived himself to 
have received, the Emperor became outrageous, and 
took the most violent measures for sowing the per^ 
sons and property of the English, that ever were 
practised by an angry and unreasonable despot 

Prussia, more intent on her own immediate ag- 
grandisement, than mindfiil of the welfare of Europe 
in general, took advanU^e of the universal ill-will 
agttnst England, to seize upon the King^s continen- 
tal dominions of Hanover, with peculiar breach of 
public faith, as she herself had guaranteed the neu- 
trality of that country. 

The consequences, with regard to the northern 
powers, are well known. The promptitude of the 
administration sent a strong fleet to the Baltic ; and 
the well-contested battle of Copenhagen detadied 
Daimark from the Northern Confederacy. Sweden 
had joined it imwillingly ; and Russia altered her 
course of policy in consequence of the death of Paul. 
That unhappy prince had surmounted the patience 
of his subjects, and fell a victim to one of those con- 
spiracies, which in arbitrary monarchies, especially 
such as partake of the oriental character, supply all 
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tjie checks of a moderate apd free constitution, whefe 
the prerogative of the crown is limited by laws. In 
these altered circumstances, the cause of dispute wai 
easily removed, by the right of search bemg subjected 
to equitable regulations and modifications. 

Buonaparte received the news of PauPs death with 
much more emotion than he was usually apt to testify. 
It is said, that, for the first time in his life, a pasr 
sionate exclamation of *^ Man Dieur escaped himiin 
a tone of sorrow and surprise. With PauPs immenpi^ 
power, and bis disposition to place it at the disposal 
of France, the First Consul doubtless reckoned upon 
the accomplishment of many important plans which 
his death disconcerted. It was natural, also, that Na- 
poleon should be moved by the sudden and violent 
end of a prince, who had manifested so much admi« 
ration of his perscm and bis qualities. He is said to 
have dwelt so long on the strangeness of the incident, 
that Fouch6 was obliged to remind him, that it wa^ 
a mode of changing a chief magistrate, or a course 
of administration, which was common to the empire 
^n which it took place.* 

The death of Paul, so mudi r^etted by Buona- 
parte, was nevertheless the means of accelerating 
a peace between France and Great Britmn, which. 



* " Mais enfin, que voulez vous ? Ct%i une mode de destitution 
propre a ce pais^la !*' 
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if it could have been established on a secure basis, 
would have afforded him the best chance of main- 
taining his power, and transmitting it to his posterity. 
While the Czar continued to be his observant ally, 
there was little prospect that the First Consul would 
be moderate enough in the terms which he might 
have proffered, to permit the British ministry to treat 
with him. 

Another obstacle to peace was at this Ume removed, 
in a manner not more acceptable to Buonaparte than 
was the death of the Emperor Paul. The possesion 
of Egypt by the French was a point which the Fi^t 
Consul would have insisted upon from strong per- 
sonal feeling. The Egyptian expedition was inti« 
mately connected with his own personal glory, nor 
was it likely that he would have sacrificed its results 
to his desire of peace with Great Britain. On the 
other hand, there was no probability that England 
would accede to any arrangement, which should sanc« 
tion the existence of a French colony, settled in 
£g3rpt with the express purpose of destroying our 
Indian commerce. But this obstacle to peace was 
removed by the fate of arms. 

Affairs in Egypt had been on the whole unfavoura- 
ble to the French, since that ariiiy had lost the presence 
of the commander-in-chief. Kleber, on whom the com- 
mand devolved, was discontented both at the uncere- 
monious and sudden manner in which the duty had 
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been imposed upon him, and with the scarcitjr of 
means left to support his defence. Perceiving himself 
threatened by a large Turkish force, which was col- 
lecting for the purpose of ayenging the defeat of the 
vizier at Aboukir, he became desirous of giving up a 
settlement which he despaired of maintaining. He 
signed accordingly a convention with the Turkish 
plenipotentiaries, and Sir Sidney Smith, on the part 
of the British, by which it was provided that the 
French should evacuate Egypt, and that Eleber and 
his army should be transported to France in safety, 
without being molested by the British fleet When 
the British government received advice of this con- 
vention, they refused to ratify it, on the ground th A 
Sir Sidney Smith had exceeded his powers in entering 
into it. The Earl of Elgin having been sent out as 
plenipotentiary to the Porte, it was asserted that Sir 
Sidney'^s ministerial powers were superseded by his 
appointment. Sq^h was the alleged informality on 
which the treaty fell to the ground ; but the truth 
-was, that the arrival of Kleber and his army in the 
south of France, at the very moment when the suc- 
cesses of Suwarrow gave strong hopes of making 
some impression on her frontier, might have had a 
most material effect upon the events of the war. Lord 
Keith, therefore, who commanded in the Mediterrar 
nean, received orders not to permit the passage of 
the French Egyptian army, and the treaty of £1 
Arish was in consequence broken off. 
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Kleber, disappointed of tlus mode of extncatii^ 
himseify had recourse to arms. The Vissier Jouseff 
Pacha, having crossed the desert, and entered Egypt, 
received a bloody and decisive defeat from the French 
general, near the ruins of the ancient city of Helio- 
polis, on the 20th of March 1800. The measures 
which Sleber adopted after this victory were well 
calculated to maintain the possession of the country, 
and reconcile the inhabitants to the French govern- 
ment. He was as moderate in the imposts as the 
exigencies of his army permitted, greatly improved 
the condition of the troops, and made, if not peace, 
•at least an effectual truce, with the restless and en- 
terprising Murad Bey, who stall continued to be at 
the head of a con9iderable body of Mamelukes. Kle- 
ber also raised among the Greeks a legion of fifteen 
hundred or two thousand men ; and with more diffi- 
culty succeeded in levying a regiment of Copts« 

While busied in these measures, he was cut 
short by the blow of. an assassin. A fanatic Turk, 
called Soliman Haleby, a nadve of Aleppo, ima- 
gined he was inspired by Heaven to slay the ene- 
my of the Prophet and the Grand Seignior. He 
concealed himself in a cistern, and springing out on 
Kleber when there was only one man in company 
with him, stabbed him dead. The assassin was 
justly condemned to die by a military tribunal; 
but the sentence was executed with a barbarity 
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which disgraced those who pradtised it Being im« 
paled alive, he sumved for four hours in the utmost 
tortures, which he bore with an indifference which 
his fanaticism perhaps alone could have bestowed. 

The Baron Menou, on whom the command now 
dcYolyed, was an inferior person to Eleber. He had 
made some figure amongst the nobles who followed 
the revolutionary cause in the Constituent Assem* 
bly, and was the same general whose want of dec!* 
sion at the affair of the Sections had led to the em* 
ployment of Buonaparte in his room, and to the first 
rise, consequently, of the fortunes which had since 
swelled so high. Menou altered for the worse seve^ 
ral of the regulations of Eleber, and, carrying into 
literal execution what Buonaparte had only written 
and spoken of, he became an actual Mahommedan, 
married a native Turkish woman, and assumed the 
name of Abdallah Menou. This change of religion 
exposed him to the ridicule of the French, while it 
went in no degree to conciliate the Egyptians. 

The succours from France, which Buonaparte 
had promised in his farewell address to the Egyp* 
tian army, arrived slowly, and in small numbers and 
quanUty. This was not the fault of the Chief Con- 
sul, who had commanded Gantheaume to put to sea 
with a squadron, having on board four or five thou* 
sand men ; but being pursued by the English fleet, 
that admiral was glad to regain the harbour of Tou* 
bn. Other efibrts were made with the same indifferent 
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success. The French ports were too closely watched 
to permit the sailing of any expedition on a large 
scale, and two frigates, with five or six hundred men, 
were the only reinforcements that reached Egypt 

Meantime, the English cabinet had adopted the 
daring and manly resolution of wresting from France 
this &yourite colony by force. They had for a length 
of time confined their military efforts to partial and 
detached objects, which, if successful, could not have 
any effect on the general results of the war, and 
which, when they miscarried, as was the case before 
Cadiz, Ferrol, and elsewhere, tended to throw ridicule 
on the plans of the ministry, and, however imdeser- 
vedly, even upon the character of the forces employ- 
ed on the service. It was by such ill-considered 
and imperfect efforts that the war was imaintained on 
our part, while our watchful and formidable enemy 
combined his mighty means to effect objects of com- 
mensurate importance. We, like puny fencers, offer- 
ed doubtful and uncertain blows, which could only 
affect the extremities ; he never aimed, save at the 
heart, nor thrust, but with the determined purpose 
of plunging his weapon to the hilt. 

The consequence of these partial and imperfect 
measures was, that even while our soldiers were in 
the act of gradually attaining that perfection of dis- 
cipline' by which they are now distinguished, they 
ranked— -most unjustly— lower in the respect of their 
countrymen, than at any other period in our history. 
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The ptie^eminent excelletfce of our sailors had been . 
shown in. a thousand motions; and it became too, 
usual to place it in contrast with the fiiilure of our ^ 
expecKlionfi on shore. ..But it was afterwards found 
that our soldiers eould aastune the same superiority, 
whenever the plan of the campiugn offered them a 
fair field for its exercise. Such a field of action was 
afforded by the Egyptian expedition. 

This undertaking was thq exclusive plan of an ill* 
requited statesman, the late Lord Melville ; who had 
difficulty in obtaining even Mr Pittas concurrence in 
a scheme, of a character so much more daring than 
Britain had lately entertained. The expedition was^ 
resolved upon by the narrowest possible majority in 
the cabinet; and his late Majesty interposed his] 
oonsent in terms inferring a solemn protest against 
the risk about to be incurred. ^ ^* It is with the ut- 
most reluctance,^ (such, or nearly such, were* the 
words of George III.) " that I consent to a measure, 
which sends the flower of my army upon a danger- 
ous expedition against a distant province.^^* The 



* At an after period, the good King made the foUowing acknow^ 
ledgment of his mistake. Wlien Lord Melville was out of power, 
his Mi^esty did him the honour to visit him at Wimhledon, and 
partook of some refreshment. On that occasion the King took aii 
opportunity to fill a glass of wine, and having made the companjr 
do the same, he gave as his toast, " The health of the courageous 
minister, who, against the opinion of many of his colleagues, and 
tVen the remonstrances of his King, had dared X» conceive and carcjp 
tlirough the Egyptian, expedition/ 
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erent, however, sbowed, that, in arduous dicum- 
atances, the daring game, if previously well consider- 
ed, is often the most successfuL 

On the 8th of March 18frl, General Sir Balph 
Abercromlne, at the bead of an army of seventeen 
thousand men, landed inEgypt, in despite of the most 
desperate opposition by the enemy. The excellence 
of the troops was displayed by the extreme gallantry 
and calmness with which, landing through a heavy 
surf, they instantly formed and advanced against the 
enemy. On the 21st .of March, a general action took 
place. The French cavalry attempted to turn theBri* 
dsh flank, and made a desperate charge for that pur- 
pose, but failed, in their attempt, and were driven 
back with great loss. The French were defeated^ and 
compelled to retreat on Alexandria, under the walls 
of which they hoped to maintain themselves* But 
the British suffered an irreparable loss in thdr la- 
mented commander. Sir Ralph Abercrombie, who 
was mortally wounded in the course of this action. 
In this gallant veteran his country long regretted 
one of the best generals, and one of the worthiest and 
most amiable men, to whom she ever gave birth* 

The command descended on General Hutchinson, 
who was soon joined by the Capitan Pacha, with a 
Turkish army. The recollections of Aboukir and 
Heliopolis, joined to the remonstrances and counsels 
of their English allies, mduoed the Turks to avoid a 
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general action^ and confine themselves to skirmishes, 
by vhich system the Frendi were so dosely watch- 
ed, and their communications so efiectually destroyed^ 
that General Belliard, shut up in a fortified camp in 
Cairo, cut off from Alexandria, and threatened with 
insurrection within the place, was compelled to capi- 
tulate, under condition that his troops should safely 
be transported to France, with their arms and bag- 
gage. This was on the 28th of June, and the con- 
vention had scarce been signed, when the English 
army was reinforced in a manner which showed the 
bold and successful combination of measures under 
which the expedition had been undertaken. 

An army of seven thousand men» of whom two 
thousand were sepoys, or native Indian troops, were 
disembarked at Cosseir, on the Red Sea, and, de* 
tached firom the Indian settlements, now came to 
support the European part of the English invasion. 
The Egyptians saw with the extremity of wonder, 
native troops, many of them Moslemah, who wor* 
shipped in the mosques, and observed the ritual en- 
joined by the Prophet, perfectly accomplished in 
the European discipline. The lower class were in- 
clined to think, that this singular reinforcement had 
been sent to them in consequence of Mahommed'^s 
direct and miraculous interposition ; only their being 
commanded by English officers did not favour this 
theory. 
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In consequence of these reinforcements, and his 
own confined situation under the walls of Alexan- 
dria, Menou saw himself constrained to «nter into 
a convention far surrendering up the proyince of 
Egypt. He was admitted to the same terms of com- 
-position which had been granted to Belliard; and 
thus the war in that quarter was, on the part of Great 
Britain, triumphantly concluded. 

The conquest of this disputed kingdom, excited 
a strong sensation both in France and Britain ; but 
the news of the contest being finally closed by Me- 
nou^s submission, are believed to have reached the 
former country some time before the English recei- 
ved them. Buonaparte, on learning the tidings, 
is reported to have said, ^^ Well, there remains now 
no alternative but to make the descent on Britain.^* 
But it seems to have occurred to him presently after- 
wards, that the loss of this disputed province might, 
instead of being an argument for carrying the war to 
extremity, be considered as the removal of an obstacle 
to a treaty of peace. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Preparations made for the invasion of Britain.'^Netson put 
in command of the Sea. — Attack of the Boulogne Flotilla.-^ 
Pitt leaves the Ministrt^ — succeeded By Mr Addington.^^ 
Negotiations for Peace. — Jtist punishment of England, in 
regard to the conquered Settlements of the Enemy, — Forced 
to restore them all, save Ceylon and Trinidad, — Malta is 
pheed under the guarantee of a Neutral Power. Prelimi^' 
naries qf Peace signed. — Joy of the English Populace, and 
doubts of the better classes, — Treaty of Amiens signed,-^ 
The ambitious projects of Napoleon, nevertheless, proceed 
without interruption. — Edptension of his power in Italy.^* 
He is appointed Consul for life, with the power of naming 
his Successor.^^His Situation at the close of the Volume. 



As the words of the First Consul appeared to 
intimate, preparations were resumed on the French 
coast for the invasion of Great Britain. Boulogne, 
and every harbour along the coast, was crowded 
with flat-bottomed boats, and the shores covered with 
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camps of the men designed apparently to fill than. 
We need not at present dwell on the jnreparations 
for attack, or those which the English adopted in 
defence^ as we shall have occasion to notice both, 
when Buonaparte, for the last time, threatened Eng- 
land with the same measure. }t is enough to say, 
that, on the present occasion, the menaces of France 
had their usual effect in awakening the spirit of 
Britain. 

The most extensiye arrangements were made for 
the recepdon of the invaders should they chance to 
land, and in the meanwhile, our natural barrier was 
not neglected. The naval preparations were tery 
great, and what gave yet more confidence than the 
number of vessels and guns. Nelson was pat into 
command of the sea, &om Orfordness to Beadiy-head. 
Under his management, it soon became the question, 
not whether the French flotilla was to invade the 
British shores, but whether it was to remain in safety 
in the French harbours. Boulogne was bombarded, 
and some of the small craft and gun-boats destroyed 
—the English admiral generously sparing the town ; 
and not satisfied with this partial success. Nelson 
prepared to attack them with the boats of the squa- 
dron. The French resorted to the most unusual 
and formidable preparations for defence. Their 
flotilla was moored close to the shore in the mouth 
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of Boulogne harbour, the yessek secured to each 
other by chains, and filled with soldiers. The Bri« 
tish attack in some degree failed, owing to the several 
divisions of boats missmg each other in the dark ; 
some French vessels were taken, but they could 
not be brought off; and the Frendi chose to consider 
this result as a victory, on their part, of consequence 
enough to balance the loss at Aboukir ;— -though it 
amounted at best to ascertaining, that although their 
vessels could not keep the sea, they might, in some 
comparative degree of safety, lie under close cover of 
their own batteries. Meantime, the changes which 
had taken place in the British administration, were 
preparing public expectation for that peace whidi all 
the world now longed for. 

Mr Pitt, as is well known, left the ministry, and 
was succeeded in the office of first Minister of State 
by Mr Addington, now Lord Sidmouth. The change 
was justly considered as firiendly to pacific measures ; . 
for, in France especially, the gold of Pitt had been 
by habit associated with all that was prejudicial to 
their country. The very massacres of Paris, nay, 
the return of Buonaparte firom Egypt, were imputed 
to the intrigues of the English minister ; he was the 
scape»goat on whom were charged as the ultimate 
cause, all the follies, crimes, and misfortunes of the 
Revolution. 
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A great part of hig own countrymen, as well at of 
the French, entertained a doubt of the pofisilnlity of 
concluding a peace under Mr Pittas auspices ; while 
those who were most anti-Gallican in their opinions, 
had little wish to see his lofty spirit stoop to the 
task of arranging conditions of treaty on terms so difr 
ferent from what his hopes had once dictated. The 
worth, temper, and talents of his successor, seemed 
to qualify him to enter into a negotiation, to which 
the greater part of the nation was now indmed, were 
it but for the sake of experiment. 

Buonaparte himself was at this time disposed to 
peace. It was necessary to France, and no less ne- 
cessary to him, since he otherwise must remain 
pledged to undertake the hazardous alternative of 
invasion, in which chances stood incalculably.against 
his success ; while a failure might have, in its con- 
sequences, inferred the total ruin of his power. All 
parties were, therefore, in a great degree inclined to 
treat with sincerity ; and Buonaparte was with little 
difficulty brought to consent to the evacuation of 
Egypt, there being every reason to believe that he 
was already possessed of the news of the convention 
with Menou. At any rate, the French cause in 
Egypt had been almost desperate ever since the 
battle of Alexandria, and the First Consul was con- 
scious that in this sacrifice he only resigned that, 

IS 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 369 

which th^rc was Utile chance of his being able to 
keep. It was also stipulated thi^t the French should 
evacuate Rome and Naples; a condition of little 
consequence, as they were always able to re-occupy 
these countries when their interest required it The 
Dutch colony of the Cape of Good Hope was to be 
restored to the Batavian republic, and declared a 
free port. 

In respect of the settlements which the British 
arms had conquered, England underwent a punish- 
ment not unmerited. The conquest of the enemies'* 
colonies had been greatly too much an object of the 
English ministry ; and thus the national force had 
been frittered away upon acquisitions of comparative- 
ly petty importance, which, from the insalubrity of 
the climate, cost us more men to maintain them than 
would have been swept off by many a bloody battle. 
All the conquests made on this peddling plan of war- 
fare, were now to be returned without any equiva- 
lent Had the gallant soldiers, who perished miser- 
ably for the sake of these sugar-islands, been united 
in one well-concerted expedition, to the support of 
Charette, or La Rochejacquelein, such a force might 
have enabled these chiefs to march to Paris ; or, if 
sent to Holland, might have replaced the Stadtholder 
in his dominions. And now, these very sugar-islands, 
the pitiful compensation which Britain had received 
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for the blood of her brave children, were to be restored 
to those from whom they hud been wrssted. The im- 
portant possessions of Ceylon in the East, and Tri- 
nidad in the West Indies, were the only part of her 
conquests which England retained. The integrity of 
her ancient ally, Portugal, was, however, rea^nijeed, 
and the independence of the Ionian Islands was sti- 
pulated for and guaranteed. Britain rest<»ed Porta 
Feraijo, and what other phices she had oociq^ed 
in the isle of Elba^ or on die Italian coast; but the 
occupation of Malta for some time threatened to 
prove an obstacle to the treaty. The English con- 
sidered it as of the last consequence that this strcmg 
island should remain in their possession, and intima- 
ted that they regarded the pertinacious resistance 
which the First Consul testified to this proposal, as 
implying a private and unavowed desire of renewing, 
at some future opportunity, his designs on Egypt, 
to whidi Malta might be considered as in some mea- 
sure a key. After much discussion, it was at length 
agreed that the independence of the island should be 
secured by its being garrisoned by a neutral power, 
and placed under its guarantee and protection. 

The preliminaries of peace were signed 10th Octo- 
ber 1801. General Law de LaurisUm, the school 
companion and first aid-de-camp of Buonaparte, 
brought them over from Paris to London, where 
they were received with the most extravagant joy by 



KAPOLEON BUONAPAllTK. 871 

tbe pi^idace, to whom novelty is a i^uffident recom- 
mendation of almost anything. But amidat the better 
classes, the sensation was much divided. There was 
a small but energetic party, led by the celebrated 
Windham, who, adopting the principles of Burke to 
thdr utmost extent, considered the act of treating 
with a regicide govenunent as indelible meanness, 
and as a dereliction, on the part of Great Britain, of 
those principles of le^^timacy, upon which the social 
compact ought to rest. More moderate Anti-Galli- 
cans, whUe they regretted that our effiirts in &vour 
of the Bourbons had been totally unavailing, con- 
tended with reason, that we were not so dosely 
leagued to their cause as to be bound to sacrifice 
our own country, in a vain attempt to restore the ex* 
iled family to the throne of France. This was the 
opinion entertidned by Pitt himself, and the most 
judicious among his followers. Lastly, there was the 
professed Opposition, who, while rgoicing that we 
had been able to obtain peace on any terms, might 
now exult in tbe fulfilment of their predictions of 
the bad success of the war. Sheridan summed up 
what was perhaps the most general feeling in the 
country, with the observation, that *^ it was a peace 
which all men were glad of, and no man could be 
proud of.^' 

Amiens was appointed for the meeting of commis- 
sioners, who were finally to adjust the treaty of pa- 
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^r dfication, which was not ended till five monthg 
after the preliininaries had been agreed on. After 
this long negotiation, the treaty was at length sign- 
ed, 27th March 1802. The isle of Malta, accord, 
ing to this agreement, was to be occupied by a garri- 
son of Neapolitan troops, while, besides Britain and 
France, Austria, Spain, Russia, and Pruana, were 
to guarantee its neutrality. The Knights of St John 
were to be the sovereigns, but neither French nor 
English were in future to be members x>f that orden 
The harbours were to be free to the commerce of all 
nations, and the Order was to be neutral towards all 
nations save the Algerines and other piratical states. 
Napoleon, had he chosen to examine into the feel- 
ings of the English, must have seen plainly that this 
treaty, unwillingly acceded to by them, and only by 
way^ of experiment, was to have a duration long or 
short, in proportion to their confidence in, or doubt 
of, his own good faith. His ambition, and the little 
scruple which he showed in gratifying it, was, he 
must have been sensible, the terror of Europe ; and 
until the fears he had excited were disarmed by a 
tract of peaceftd and moderate conduct on his part, 
the suspicions of England must have been constant- 
ly awake, and the peace between the nations must 
have been considered as precarious as an armed 
truce. Yet these considerations could not induce 
him to lay aside, or even postpon^ a train of mea- 
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sures, tending direcdy to his own personal aggran* ' f 
dizement, and confirming the jealousies which his 
character already inspired; These measures were 
partly of a nature adapted to consolidate and prolong 
his own power in France ; partly to extend the pre- 
dominating influence of that country over her con-^ 
tinental neighbours. 

By the treaty of Limeville, and by that of Tolen- 
tino, the independent existence of the Cisalpine and 
Helvetian republics had been expressly stipulated ; 
but this independence, accdrding to Buonaparte^s 
explanation of the word, did not exclude their being 
reduced to mere satellites, who depended on, and 
whose motions were to be regulated by France, and 
by himself, the chief governor of France and all her 
dependencies. When, therefore, the Directory was 
overthrown in France, it was not his purpose that 
a directorial form of government should continue to 
subsist in Italy. Measures were on this account to be 
taken, to establish in that country something resem- 
bling the new Consular model adopted in Paris. 

For this purpose, in the b^;inning of January 
180S, a convention of 150 deputies from the Cisal- 
pine States arrived at Lyons, (for they were not 
trusted to deliberate within the limits of their own 
country,) to contrive for themselves a new political 
system. In that period, when the modelling of con- 
stitutions was so common, there was no difliculty in 
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drawing up one; which CQwisted of a psead&Af » 
deputy^president, a legisUdve ocmncfl, aad three 
dedoral colleges, composed^ Isl, of propiieton^ Sd, 
of persons of lesining, and, 8d, of eomraercial per* 
SOBS. If the Italians had been awkward upcm the 
occasion, they had the assistance of Talleyrand ; and 
soon after, the arrival of Buonaparte himself at 
Lyons gave countenance to their operations. His 
presence was necessary for the exhibition of a most 
singular fiffoeu 

A committee of thirty of the Italian contention^ 
to whom had been intrusted the principal du^ of 
simgesting the new model of government, gave in a 
report, in which it was stated, that, from the want of 
any man of suffident influence amongst themsdvei 
to fiU the oflioe of president, upon whom devolved 
all the executive duties of the state, the new sysr 
tem could not be considered as secure^ unless Buo^- 
naparte should be prevailed upon to fill that sitna» 
tion, not, as it was carefully explained, in his cha- 
racter of head of the Froich govemmmt, but in his 
individual capacity. Napoleon graciously indined 
to their suit He informed them, that he concurred 
in the modest opinion they had formed, that their re- 
public did not at present possess an individual suffi- 
ciently gifted with taknts and impartiality to take 
charge of their affairs, which be should, therefore. 
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retidn imder hk ewii diicf numagemen^ wbik lix^ 
enmstoiices required ium to do «o. 

Haying tlms ettoUisIied hit power in Italy m 
firmly «8 in France^ Buonaparte proceeded to take 
tteaaUret for eztendiug his doouBions in the foimer 
country and elsewhere. By a treaty with Spain, 
now made puUie, it iqppeared that the Duchy of 
Parma was to devoWe on France^ together with the 
island of £lba» upon the death of the present Duke« 
— «n event at no distant date to be expected* The 
Spanish part of the proYince of Lodsianay in North 
America^ was to be eeded to Fkanoe by the same 
treaty. Portugal^ too, though die integrity of her 
dominiotts had been guaranteed \jy the preliminaries 
of the peace with England, had been induced, by a 
treaty kept studiously private firom the British court, 
to cede her province of Guiana to France. These 
stipulations serred to show, that there was no quarter 
of the worid in whidi France and her present ruler 
did liol entertain views of aggrandisement, and that 
questions of national faith woidd not be considered 
too euriously when ibey interfered with their pur- 
pose. 

While Europe was stumied and astomdied at the 
spirit of conquest and accumulation manifested by 
this insatiable conqueror, France was made aware 
that he was equally desirous to consolidate and to 
prolong his power, as to extend it over near and dis. 
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tant felons. He was all, and more than all, that 
sovereign had ever been ; bat he still wanted the titld 
and the permanenoe which royalty require. To 
attain these was no difficult matter, when the First 
Consul was the prime mover of each act, whether in 
the Senate or Tribunate ; nor was he long of discover- 
ing proper agents eager to gratify his wishes. 

Chabot de KAUier took the lead in the race of 
adulation. Arising in the Tribunate, he pronoun- 
ced a long eulogium on Buonaparte, enhancing the 
gratitude due to the hero, by whom France had 
been preserved and restored to victory. He^ th^e- 
fore, proposed, that the Tribunate should transmit 
to the Conservative Senate a resolution, requesting 
the Senate to consider the manner of bestowing on 
Napoleon Buonaparte a splendid mark of the na- 
tional gratitudct 

There was no misunderstanding this hint Th^ 
motion was unanimously adopted, and transmitted 
to the Convention, to the Senate, to the L^ipslative 
Body, and to the Consuls. 

The Senate conceived they should best meet the 
demand now made upon them, by electing Napoleon 
First Consul for a second space of ten years, to 
commence when the date of the original period, for 
which he was named by the Constitution, should 
expire. 

The proposition of the Senate being reduced into 



NAPOLEON fiUONAPAATE. S77 

the form of a decree, was intimated to Buonaparte, but 

fell short of his Irishes ; as it assigned to him, however 

distant it was, a period at which he must be removed 

from authority. It is true, that the space of seventeen 

years, to which the edict of the Senate proposed to 

extend his power, seemed to guarantee a very ample 

duration ; and in point of fact, before the term of its 

expiry arrived, he was prisoner at Saint Helena. 

But still there was a termination, and that was 

enough to mortify his ambition. ' 

He thanked the Senate, therefore, finr this fresh 

mark of their confidence, but eluded accepting it in 

express terms, by referring to the pleasure of the 

people. Their suffiri^es, he said, had invested him 

with power, and he could not think it right to accept 

of the prolongation of that power but by their consent; 

It might^have been thought that there was now no* 

thbg left but to present the decree of the Senate to 

the people. But the Second and Third Consuls; 

Buonaparte^s colleagues at a humble distance, took 

it upon them, though the constitution gave them ho 

warrant for such a manoeuvre, to alter die questbn of 

the Senate, and to propose to the people one more 

acceptable to Buonaparte^s ambition, requesting their 

judgment, whether the Chief Consul should retain 

his office, not for ten years longer, but for the term 

df his life. By .this juj^ling, the proposal of the 

Senate was set aside, and that assembly soon found 
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ii wifnt to adopt the more Bboel nova nqsgetteS 
by the CoMoby to whom Aej xcliinied Uuniki^ fiv 
heriag taught them <«e loppose) hour to apfneciale 
a hint. 

The qnaotioii vis Mnt down to the depwtmaits. 
The a q; bteM wne eponed with great fonn^ as if the 
people had realty some eonstitatbnal fight to enr^ 
dse. AsdiesabseriptioiisweieKeaTedatdieefllcM 
ef the varioua fiiiietioiiaries ef go7eimneiit» it is no 
wender, considering the natine of the question, that 
the ministen wttfc whom the tfegisten were finally 
depeated, were enabled to report a majority i^ diree 
BttHioBs of oitisens who gaveTotes in the affiimattte; 
It WW mndi more smrpiish^, that Aere should 
have been an actual minority of a few hundred deter- 
nuaed RepublieaBS, with Camot at Aeir head, who 
answered the qoestictt in the n^atite. Tliis states- 
man observed, as he signed his vote, thai he was 8ub> 
serihing his sentence of deportation ; firom which we 
may co nj ecUire his opinion concerning the fiteieas 
of this mode of consulting the people. He was mis- 
taken notwithstanding. Bnom^stte finind hlmsrif 
so strong, that he could affind to be merriftd, and 
to assume a show of impartiality, by suffering those 
to go unpunished who had declined to vote fiir the 
increase of his power* 

He did not, however, ventine to propose to the 
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people Miother iimoFitioiiy whieh extended beyond 
hk death the power wUdi their liberal gift had con* 
tmaed during his life. A aimple decree of the Se* 
nate assigned to Buonaparte the right of nominating 
his sQOoessor, by a testamentary deed* So that N*> 
pokon might call his children or relatiyos tk> the fltto- 
cessioB of the empire of France^ as to a piriTate in- 
heritanoe ; or, like Alexander^ he might leave it to 
the most favoured of his Ueutenant-generals* To such 
a pass had the dominadanof a military diief, for the 
space of betwixt two and three years, reduced tlie 
fierce democracy and stubborn loyalty of the two 
Suctions, which seemed befiire that period to combat 
finr the possessioB of Franocw N^ieleon had stooped 
on them both, like the hawk hi the faUe» 

The period at which we dose the vxdume was a 
most important one in Niqioleon^s life, and seemed a 
crisb on which Us &te, and that of Ftaace^ depend- 
ed. Britain, his most inveterate and most successful 
enemy, had seen hetself compelled by oreumstances 
to resort to the expeiiment ef a doubtfiil peace, ra- 
ther than continue a war which seemed to be waged 
without an object The severe cheeks to national 
prosperity, which arose firom the ruined* eommeice 
and blockaded ports of France, mighl now, under 
the countenance of the First Consul, be exchanged 
for the wealth that waits upon trade and mamiCso- 

10 
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tares. Her navy, of which few vestigeg were left 
save the Brest fleet, might now be recruited, and re- 
sume by degrees that acquaintance with the ocean 
firom which they had long been debarred. The re- 
stored colonies of France might have added to the 
sources of her national wealth, and she might have 
possessed— what Buonaparte on a rmnarkable occa^ 
sion declared to be the principal objects he desired 
for her — ships, colonies, and commerce. 

In his personal capacity, the First Consul possess-i 
ed all the power which he desired, and a great deal 
more than, whether his own or the country'^s welfare 
was regarded, he ought to have wished for. His vic- 
tories over the foes of France had, by thdr mere fame, 
enabled him to make himself master of her freedom* 
It remained to show-^naot whether Napoleon was a 
patriot, for to that honourable name he had forfeited 
all title when he first usurped unlimited power-^ut 
whether he was to use thepowei which he had wrong* 
fully acquired, like Trajan or like Domidan. His 
strangely-mingled character showed traits of both 
these historical portraits, strongly opposed as they 
are to each other. Or rather, he might seem to be 
like Socrates in the allegory, alternately influenced 
by a good and a malevolent demon ; the former mark* 
ing his course with actions of splendour and dignity ; 
^hile the latter, mastering human frailty by nucaoa 

11 
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of its prevailing foible, the love of self, debased the 
history of a hero, by actions and sentiments worthy 
only of a vulgar tyrant. 
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